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PREFACE

It 1s widely acknowledged that universities are the most vibrant source of
innovation in the knowledge — based economy. In this regard, university —
industry linkages ( UlLs) is still a hot issue within academic entrepreneur-
ship and technological innovation over the past decades. Previous literature
suggested that UlLs have two categories. The first is technology transfer
through university patents’ licensing, university — industry joint research,
contract research, consulting services, and other collaborations. The second
is university — based new businesses creation, such as university spin — offs
(USOs) and university — affiliated enterprises.

Unfortunately, there is much literature in UILs within developed coun-
tries, but relatively little research directly provides comprehensive under-
standing of China’s UlLs. In this respect, this book aims to provide both a
theoretical and an empirical contribution by studying how UILs promote tech-
nological progress and economic growth in the context of China.

This book consists of eight chapters. Chapter 1 introduces research
background, objectives and outline of this book. Chapter 2 examines the re-
lationship between universities ( especially entrepreneurial ones) and Na-
tional Innovation Systems ( NIS) to enhance our understanding of the influ-
encing etfects of UlLs on technological progress and economic growth. The
purpose of Chapter 3 is to provide insight into the relationship among univer-

sities, UILs and Regional Innovation Systems ( RIS) based on the case of
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Beijing, China. Focusing on the China’s context, Chapter 4 introduces the
major state — level S&T policies which might have important influence on
UlLs. Chapter 5 chooses Nanjing, Jiangsu Province as a focal research re-
gion to enhance our understanding of the roles of regional S&T policies in
stimulating UILs. Taking an example of Nanjing University (NJU) , Chapter
6 aims to examine how university — level S&T policies promote UlLs. Consid-
ering that USOs are the most prominent and sophisticated form of
UlLs. Chapter 7 tries to propose a feasible model for launching USOs by con-
ducting analysis of Peking University ( PKU ) and Tsinghua University
(THU) in China. PKU and THU have created numerous USOs based on
their effective knowledge transfer and intellectual patents ™ application,
thereby researching viable ways to drive the linkages between universities
( academic results ) and high — tech market ( commercialization) . From
strategic perspective, the aim of Chapter 8 is to examine the roles of entre-

preneurial orientation ( EO) and the guanxi network with parent university

( GNPU) in the creation of USOs.

Professor Liu Chunlin

Nanjing University
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