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Volume 38 « The American Treasury

The American Treasu
Selected by Clifton 7adiman & éﬁarles Van Doren,

A major fault of many anthologies is ancetor worship(xxv),
Of momentous,but momentary,interest(xxvii), Why stand on the
shoulders of titans when we have two fine clay feet of our
own?(xxviii), In one sense we are quoting all the time, To
whistle Tin Pan Alley's latest inanity ie to quote, To rep=-
eat the opinions of our pet editorial writer is to quote, To
pass on the gossip clumnist's modish anecdote is to quotas, T
agrees with the hoss ie to repay him with automatic oral flat.
tery---&a kind of quote pro quid(xxix), T plead for a little
"unnecessary mental furnlture(xxx).
G¢SANTAYANA: The American is an ldealist working on matter
(Character and Opinion in the U,S,)(16),
JORN GUNTHRR: A lucky country With an almost obsessive bel-
ief in the happy ending(Inside U,S,A,)(18).
KRIC HMOFFER: The Amrican pollshes and refines his way of do-
ing things--even the most commonplace--the way the French of
the 17th century polished their maxims and aphorisms(THe Pas:
-ionate State of Mind)(23),

T ANIA DUTCH SAYING: Nothing makes one so angry as whe:
one is tired and comes home and must speak English,

~ ¥ILLIAM JAMESs The exclusive worship of the bitch-goddess
~—Success(to A ,G,Wells,1906),

THEODORE ROOSEVELTs There acn be no fifty-fifty Americanism
in this country, There is room here for only 100% American-
ismyonlt for those who are American and nothing else(26),
One of our defects as a nation is a tendency to use what haw
been called "weasmel words," Then a weasel sucks an egg,the
meat is sucked out of the egg; and if you use a "weamel word'
efter znother there is nothing 1eff of the cther(27),
W, LJIENCIY & G,J,NATHANs American Credos That the jokes in
Funch are never funny, Thal the qualily of the champagne may
he judged hy the amount of noise that the cork makes when it
ieg popped, That the worst actress in the company is alwey=m
the manager's wife,
H L JJTNCKFNs The first Notarian was the first man to call ¥
John the Raptist Jack, If you find so much that is unworthy
of reverance in the U,5,,then why do you live heras?---Wy do
men go to zoos=?(28),
TZRA POUND: America,my country is almost a continent and harc
-1y vet a nation(Patris nia),
GERTRUDY STEINs Vou ar all a lost generation(Used by Heming-
way as the motto of The Sun Also Rises, The original was spol
~-ah to lnma Stein W =

2arage owney who muttered that his




