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China’s New First Lady

China’s new First Lady, Peng Liyuan, has become something of a global style
icon on her first official state visit.

Peng Liyuan, wife of the new Chinese president Xi Jinping, has become a
surprise style scnsalion with her native fashion bloggers and style commentators a-
round the world on her first official state visit.

Disemburking from her private plane in Moscow on Friday, Peng, 50, chose
an elegant black double-breasted belted coat and ladylike handbag by Chinese
fashion label Exception; a look which, teamed with her neatly pinned up hair,
fresh-faced make-up and understated accessories, wouldn’t have looked out ol
place in the front row at Paris Haute Couture Week.

" First ladies are < of the culture and the design and of the soft
power of a country. I'm glad that she chose to wear Chinese and 1:ke up that
role of spokesperson for Chinese design here. " said Hong Huang, publisher of
the fashion magazine iLOOK and one of the most popular microbloggers in Chi-
na.

"I’s the first time that China’s first lady appears like a modern woman. 1

"

think she dressed very well, with taste and confidence. " said Zhang Yu, editor of
China’s VOGUE magazine. " After so many years, we finally have a first lady who
can represent us so appropriately. I think it is a landmark event. "

@ Online rc1ailers have sought to associate their products with what news por-

tals are terming the " Peng Liyuan style" . with searches for those key words resul-

Part One



ting in lists of handbags and trench coats, many of which did not even resemble
the items she wore.

Heavy online traffic to Exception’s website has caused it to crash since Fri-
day, with it loading only =poradically on Monday.

@ Chatter about her winning personal style quickly spread globally with U. S.
newspaper’s comparing her to Michelle Obama ( both have daughters and are only a
year apart in age) , though we think her ladylike style is more reminiscent of ex

First Lady of France, Carla Bruni.
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No road of flowers lead to glory. —La Fontaine
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Lady Margaret Thatcher

Baroness Thatcher, Britain’s greatest post-war prime minister, has died at the
age of 87 after suffering a stroke, her family has announced.

Known as the Iron Lady, Margaret Thatcher governed Britain from 1979
to 1990.

@ She will go down in history not only as Britain’s first female prime minister,
but as the woman who transformed Britain’s economy in addition to being a formi-
dable rival on the international stage.

Lady Thatcher was the only British prime minister to lcave helhind a set of ide-

as about the role of the state which other leaders and nations strove to copy and ap-

ply.
The [tineral for former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher was set to
take place on April 17 at St. Paul’s Cathedral, with an «|:liorate ceremony atten-

ded by Queen Elizabeth 11 and a who’s who of British public officials, past and
present.

Attendees included the queen and her husband, Prince Philip, as well as
British Prime Minister David Cameron and : Lo-t of other well-known figures from
British public life, including both some who worked with Mrs. Thatcher and some
who currently serve in politics. Also present were other friends and family, inclu-
ding her two children and her grandchildren.

@The ceremonial funeral is one step short of a state funeral, which is usually re-
served for the monarch but was provided for Winston Churchill, Britain’s prime minis-

ter during World War II. Mrs. Thatcher had requested that she not lie in state and that
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