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Abstract

Based on the theories of political science, international politics, reli-
gious culture and western philosophy , this dissertation attempts to make a
systematic study of Jewish politics in modern America. This dissertation
crosses many disciplines and theories, therefore, it is a compound re-
search. Its research methodologies are as follows: Based on historical-
ism, it analyzes Judaism and Jewish spirit; In the light of the basic prin-
ciples of religious culture, it demonstrates the division of different sects
of Judaism, the evolution of Semitism and also the political awakening
of American Jewish people. By applying the rationale of political sci-
ence, it examines the Jewish people’s political thoughts so as to demon-
strate the complexity of it; Taking realism in international politics theo-
ries as the main thread, it chronically investigates the interaction between
American Jewish forces, America-Israeli relations and American policy
toward Middle East. In addition, constructionism helps to illustrate the
identity between America and Israel and the theory of Game shed light on
the triangular connection of America, Israel and Arabian countries.

As the author holds, Jewish people are essentially identified with Ju-
daism and Jewish spirit. Judaism and Jewish spirit serve as the incubator
of Jewish politics and determime the tendency and prospects of it, which
is the most important conclusion of this dissertation. Additionally, in
spite of the immense Jewish political power, American Jews can’t change
or subvert the domination of American WASP’s political power. Virtual-
ly, American Jews can only participate in and exert influence on Ameri-

can politics. In order to maximize its own ethnic interests and the inter-
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ests of Israel, Jewish people, by drawing on their own powerful econom-
ic strength, media controll, public-opinion instruments and think tanks,
have established their own political organizations and interest groups;
they have also participated in political affairs in various ways and then
built up their own political power. Besides, they attach much impor-
tance to the cultivation of pro-Israeli power, which have positive impacts
on American politics. What’s more worth mentioning, Jewish lobby has
greatly influenced American-Israeli relations and America’s Middle East
policies.

This dissertation, closely made up of 220000 characters, consisits
of the introduction, the body, the references as well as the postscript.
The body includes 6 chapters, each of which focuses on a specific topic.

The first chapter deals with the formation and evolution of American
Jewish people. The Jewish people established Judaism, the first mono-
theist religion in the world, which had bred the unique Jewish spirit and
the intrinsic features of Jewry. Over 3000 years, in particular, the Dias-
pora of over 2000 years, the Jewish people had survived anti-Semitism
and remained a special people as a whole. Ever since modern times, the
Jewish people have continuously immigrated to America and four waves
of their immigration had facilitated Jewish people to be assimilated into
that alien land. The formation and evolution of American Jewish people
is a process of assimilation and coexistence with other peoples in Ameri-
ca. This chapter serves as a base on which the whole dissertation is de-
veloped.

The second chapter explores the modernization of Judaism and the
political awakening of American Jewish people. In the context of mod-
ernization, Judaism had disintegrated into many sects, however, those
different sects integrated again under the influence of Semitism. As a re-
sult, American Jewish people realized their political awakening by na-

tionalism and modernization. This chapter is a transitional one, also a
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logical starting-point of the analysis of Jewish politics.

The third chapter examines the political thought of American Jewish
people, directly touching on the core of Jewish politics. American Jew-
ish people had ever accepted socialism, however, the mainstream politi-
cal thought of Jewish people is still liberalism. In 1960s, two different
schools of political thoughts emerged among the Jewish people in Ameri-
ca, namely, the leftist radicalism and neo-conservatism. The latter had
ever smoldered among the New York intellectuals.

The fourth chapter makes a study of the political performance of
Jewish people in modern times. The political performance of Jewish peo-
ple makes up the main body of Jewish politics. The political perform-
ance of Jewish people in modern America includes the Jews’ entry to pol-
itics by taking official careers, establishing lobbying organizations and
cultivating the pro-Israeli forces in America.

The fifth chapter is the most important part of this dissertation,
which deals with the triangular connection of Jewish forces, American-
Israeli relations and America’s policy toward Middle East. As the history
demonstrates, American Jewish people have resolutely defended the in-
terests of Israel even regardless of sacrificing American interests. Ameri-
ca has been a loyal ally of Israel and Israel has been a strategic asset of
America. In the interaction between America and Israel, Israel had ever
harmed American interests, accordingly, America also had made some
policies and decisions unfavorable to Israel.

The sixth chapter makes a proper evaluation on the status quo and
the prospect of Jewish politics. The rise of Jewish neo-conservatism and
its dominance in George. W. Bush’s administration marks the main ex-
pression of Jewish politics at current stage. The prospects of Jewish poli-
tics is still in an uncertain state. In order to sustain Jewish politics,
American Jews have to make some strategic transformations.

This dissertation is quite innovative in terms of subject, argumenta-
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tions and methodologies.

The subject deals with a panoramic study of American Jewish poli-
tics, which has not been amply studied by any other scholar in China.

The argumentations are also very original, as the author holds, the
sprout of American Jewish politics is found in the context of moderniza-
tion of Judaism; American Jewish people realized their political awaken-
ing by joint driving forces of nationalism, Semitism and modernization
American Jews harmed American interests in their political activities; the
abuse of anti-Semitism of Jews has brought themselves to political dilem-
mas. All these argumentations are theoretical breakthroughs.

The research methodologies are also very creative. Based on the
theories of political science, international politics, religious culture and
western philosophy, this dissertation synthetically adopts research meth-
odologies like realism, constructionism, the theory of Game to interpret

different aspects of Jewish politics.
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