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To generations of readers that follow, among
them, my dear daughter Imogen; my nephews Phillip,

Stephen, and Winston; and my niece Zane Rose.

Evelyn Nien-Ming Ch’ien
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(1 Michel Hockx writes, *The abolition of the imperial examinations in China in
1905 heralded, among many other things, a significant change in the Chinese practice
and understanding of literature.  Prior to 1905, knowledge of literary texts and the abili-
ty to compose essays and poems were crucial components of the education of any man
wishing to advance himsell in society, as well as of the home education of many women
from gentry families.  After 1905, this direct link between literary reading and writing
on the one hand and social status and power on the other gradually disappeared | as did
the privileged access of men to public education. ™ ( Michel Hockx, *The involutionary
tradition in modern Chinese literature™ . in Kam Lowieed. . The Cambridge Companion
to Modern Chinese Culture, Cambridge . Cambridge University Press, 2008, 235. )
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