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Chapter 1 ’
’ Invitations to Linguistics % =%~ S48

In chapter one, we will see a general idea of some knowledge related to language and linguistics.

With regard to language. the definition of language, design features of language. origin of language.
and functions of language are elaborated. Design features of language refe1i to the features distinguishing
human language from any animal system of communication. specifically, arbitrariness. duality, creativity,
displacement. cultural transmission, and interchangeability. In terms of the origin of language., there are
six different theories presented. namely, the natural response theory, the sing-song theory. the pooh-pooh
theory, the yo-he-yo theory, Ta-Ta theory, as well as the bow-wow theory. The functions of language are
specified by different linguists, such as Jakobson and Halliday. However, in this part. we will learn the
knowledge of basic language functions.

For linguistics. some main branches of microlinguistics and macrolinguistics are introduced in this
chapter. In terms of microlinguistics. there are phonetics. phonology. morphology, syntax, semantics. and
pragmatics; while in term of macrolinguistics, there are sociolinguistics, anthropological linguistics,
psycholinguistics, and computational linguistics. Moreover, the distinction between descriptive vs.
prescriptive, synchronic vs. diachronic, langue vs. parole, and competence vs. performance is illustrated in
detail.

EH—F RN —EF OEFENRRET TL T #.

KBS AEART R BR T HE b RATEH T R 5 00 CHERHE R IE R IR . 18 5 & CHEFFE
KR AR F KA F HAL S Y38 I R G AR AL B AE U O B R T R
Btk RTFIEF R, EEA SIS, BV 5 58K U #IE | “sing-song” Bl g  “EE” S iE ) — W
— W R Ta-Ta " BUE A VETE"BEE . BGRT . A A R BB R T DI REHEDT T 44 . be AnHE £ AR AR A
AL R E AT RATE S E TR RE S AT

KRTEFFH AEBENAMIEFTFAERESEILDREEN S L. KR HUESFaSET¥.
B RS JEES AEF GRS CEMERE BB S FAFRESEFT ¥ ARES ELHIG S FRIH RN
BE¥. Wb AFEREXGILAES ¥ PHEEMS, HEMAE L M E S MEEOES
e B iz .

1.1 Why study language? A{MARIES?

1.Language is very essential to human beings.

HEMAREXREE,
2.1In language there are many things we should know.
AMZALTIES MERETERN 7M.
3. For further understanding. we need to study language scientifically.
T HIMERAM TR AT E R RE
1.2 What is language? {+A4ARIES?
Language is a means of verbal communication. It is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols used in human

1



communication.

BERE—FOkZRM TR, BAXHUOLZRMEEENIEERS RE.

This definition has captured the main features of language.

e, g. human-specific, vocal, arbitrary symbolic. systematic.

EXATEFTHENEE  ALFEN O EEEFE50 . /AWM.

a. Human-specific: Language is different from the communication systems of other forms of life.

e.g. bird songs, bee dances, animal cries.

NEFA W 8 F AR T IH A A G A MR R %

b. Vocal: For all languages, sound is the primary medium; writing system comes much later than
spoken language.

kB XA RS A T R R EENEN BEREKR T O LR,

c. Arbitrary: There is no intrinsic connection between the word and the thing it denotes.

e.g. “pen” by any other name is the thing we use to write with.

R A S 1T R WA NAERR &R .

d. Symbolic: Words are associated with objects, actions and ideas by convention, “A rose by any other
name would smell as sweet. "—Shakespeare

FH5 1 B 5 s WAk A7 o A SR L R R B 20 18 Y

e. Systematic: Language is rule-governed; elements in it are arranged according to certain rules and
can’t be combined at will.

e, g. bkli, I apple eat are incorrect.

RYGUH 8 5 RS2 U SZHC ) i 5 R K AR R L HE S A T B AL

1.3 Design features of language iF5 BE N E4HE

The features that define human languages are called design features, which distinguish human language
from any animal system o communication.

T B8 SCHERFE 48 A KR T X5 T HAbAE fa] sh ¥ 38 i R e 45 o .

1.3.1 Arbitrariness 4+#& %

Arbitrariness refers to the fact that the forms of linguistic signs (sound) bear no natural relationship to
their meanings.

This is a core feature of language. which was first discussed by Saussure. There are different levels of
arbitrariness; arbitrary relationship between the sound of a morpheme and its meaning; arbitrariness at the
syntactic level; arbitrariness and convention.

EEHEREEEFMHSHEXMFENE T SHBEXZRRAEZHEXR.

X RS B ORHE . RE /R BT TRXAMFFIE . (EEHEAAE T AR K Z m -8 F & ML i E
FEPE G AR o) 1 2 T A M AT R 2 1

e. g. There is nothing in the'.word “tree” that connects it to the concept of a tree; which is why Spanish
can use a totally different sign for the same concept “arbol”; and so on with other languages.

1.3.2 Duality R EMH

Duality refers to the property of having two levels of structures. such units of the primary level aré composed of
elements of the secondary level and each of the two levels has its own principles of organization.

At the lower or basic level, there is a structure of sounds, which are grouped and regrouped into a large
number of units of meaning, which are found at the higher level of the system. Then the units at the higher
level can be arranged and rearranged into an infinite number of sentences. Talking about duality, we must
notice that language is hierarchical.

XU R T A 0 22 495 0 B0 3 R AREALE | I J2 45 4 2 b T2 S5 B LR R 4 B2 A B B AL A R .
SIS 2 G5 H S B R B X HIE S A HRE A AE B 4G B B SO L, T TE iR A AR
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e S EE R, bR AR A S B R A R IR A ] . B U M, AT A B
i B SF R

e. g. The meaningful English word “cat™ is composed of the sounds [k], [&], and [t], which are
meaningless as separate individual sounds (and which can also be combined to form the separate words
“tack” and “act”, with distinct meanings) .

1.3.3 Creativity 4li&#

Creativity means that language is resourceful because of its duality and its recursiveness. Recursiveness
refers to the rule which can be applied repeatedly without any definite limit. The recursive nature of
language provides a theoretical basis for the possibility of creating endless sentences.

Because of duality the speaker is able to combine the basic linguistic units to form an infinite set of
sentences, most of which are never before produced or heard. Language is creative in another sense, that
is, its potential to create endless sentences.

O P LA B D B LA XU P A O 0 R T A A R i S A A
W, B A R B E TETF A SR T R R

B RAE ULE H BEE A & 5 DR E AR UE R i A, b AR 2 ) R LR B 1 S E A
YL . T — PR BB, S RS TR RS T B RS S5 ) TN T .

e. g. A speaker can know what a sentence he has never encountered before means. And such a finite
mind can come to know the meanings of infinitely many sentences.

1.3.4, Displacement #% 4%tk

Displacement means that human languages enable their users to symbolize objects, events and concepts
which are not present (in time and space) at the moment of conversation.

Displacement benefits human beings by giving them the power to handle generalizations and
abstractions. In a word, for human beings, the intellectual benefits of displacement are that it makes it
possible for us to talk and think in abstract terms.

ROt 48 A 218 5 AT DALk fdf T 38 O 2 7R £ T 05 24 6 2 3th 3 A AFAE A W 1 L 44 R0

AR T ARSI RGeS AT EmAL. B2 . BUEFERNOE HWEFEERIE A
RETERI S 0 2 T b Ois AL %

e. g. One can describe in great detail what happened on the day the Declaration of Independence was
signed, even though this occurred more than 200 years ago. Humans also have the ability to talk about what
they want to do twenty years from now, including where they wish to live or what job they want to have.

1.3.5 Cultural transmission AL i 4% B :

Language is not biologically transmitted. Instead, it is culturally transmitted from generation to
generation through teaching and learning.

B A RS A TR E A 5 5 i AT Ak i SRR AL 1

e. g. If some certain kinds of birds spend their first seven weeks without hearing other birds, they will
instinctively produce songs or calls, but those songs will be abnormal in some way. Human infants, growing
up in isolation, produce no ‘instinctive’ language. Cultural transmission of a specific language is crucial in
the human acquisition process.

1.3.6 Interchangeability —Z &%

Interchangeability means that any human being can be both producer and receiver of messages.

AR AR AR T B AT AR A B R e aT DU AE B R .

1.4 Origin of language S HER

1. The bow-wow theory “JE{E”Hiif

In primitive times people imitated the sounds of the animal calls in the wild environment they lived and
speech developed from that.



MBS G F IR T A s AL AfTREWT 2K B AR R B9 & .

2. The pooh-pooh theory — “IIE" Jl i

In the hard life of our primitive ancestors. they utter instinctive sounds of pains, anger and joy which
gradually developed into language.

X AN FO A T I B 5 NS AR S e XR M 0% A A BB ob T St 2R A U A0 A B A SRR T
SR 3]

3. The “yo-he-ho” theory  “MJj — Wi — B" #ip

As primitive people worked together, they produced some rhythmic grunts which gradually developed
into chants and then into language.

XS A NS TR T IR R AL [E 35 shaf & A W R ER S

4. The natural response theory if & %6 K& 41 ¥t

The natural response theory postulates that language began with vocal expressions being assigned to
objects found in the environment.

XRREEIA N A NS B A5 B R SZ . B SRS R R VL A 75 3 5 PR AR PR

5. The sing-song theory “sing-song” it

It holds that language develops from primitive ritual songs of praise.

R & IR T R R AAE2 AT S AL I A 19 25 1) #KOR

6.Ta-Ta theory “Ta-Ta" i

It believes that body movement preceded language. Language began as an unconscious vocal imitation
of these movements.

PEBE AN AW B E S FiE T 7 4 . 18 F MR AN JSEHE T B ARy 3 2 32 By f I 46 7 A 1

1.5 Functions of language &3 BIIh8E

For Jacobson, language is, as any semiotic system. for communication. He established a well-known
framework of language functions based on the six key elements of communication:

(DReferential : to convey message and information;

(@ Poetic: to indulge in language for its own sake;

@ Emotive: to express attitudes. feelings and emotions;

@Conative: to persuade and influence others through commands and entreaties;

(®Phatic; to establish communion with others;

(®)Metalingual : to clear up intentions. words and meanings.

MEHHEAN AL S RE BT H LN TN, MELSRAEHANRERN SR EE T
—EEAWIE S UIREAESE

ORI S Y

Q¥R ELMET ﬁﬁlﬁlu =]

QRN D RE - 3k A BE VR RN

@ 3h Tk <8 o A 4 S R 25 156 IR A v e A

OFER e 5 b NEE LA

@7131::1 =] ljJﬁE ﬁ'?ﬁ%. 1) 18 1 L

Halliday (1994) proposes a theory of metafunctions of language. It means that language has three
metafunctions:

(DIdeational function: to convey new information. to communicate a content that is unknown to the
hearer;

@ Interpersonal function: embodying all use of language to express social and personal relationships.
This includes the various ways the speaker enters a speech situation and performs a speech act;

(@ Textual function: referring to the fact that language has mechanisms to make any stretch of spoken



and written discourse into a coherent and unified text and make a living passage different from a random list
of sentences.

AL PRI A B U RE R BLE A RIE E A = U fE

O#EETIEE 818 F HARBEHAE B SRS E & ff 8 —ERAMNERII6E .

@ NBRIhRE 1615 5 B UEIE & 70508 IR 5 ok AL S A AW R R A 15 UL & HE A G 5 1 St
St F AT M T

QiE MUl A58 S P AFAEE — P ALK 10 Sk 515 T A 350 A L% B G — B R X A AL ] S B
i & XA F — R B AT

According to Hu Zhuanglin, language has at least seven functions:

SALBEA R B S A E0 LR IIRE

(DInformative 4% & 3 #k

The informative function means language is the instrument of thought and people often use it to
communicate new information. .,

The informative function is predominantly the major role of language; it is also called ideational
function in the framework of functional grammar. That is to say, language serves for the expression of
content, that is, the speaker’s expression of the real world, including the inner world of his own
consciousness.

FRIMBERE RS RALEZ T B, AMTEDMHAES KRN ER.

FEINRERIE T MR ERNM A AAEE L MAEL R F R R RS RE, k& iE
FNFRIENEIRS XA AR DI e BLSE R M 22 50 45 A B TR P A

e. g. Examples of informative function can be found in newspaper articles and scientific studies, as well
as ina simple speech where the person shares a fact. Also. they can be found in poems, novels and plays,
where a person shares an opinion or emotion. For example, “Christmas is a holiday”, “Five plus five equals
10”, “Mondays are my favorite days” and “Her betrayal made me think life wasn't worth living”.

@Interpersonal function A FF % 4E

The interpersonal function means people can use language to establish and maintain their status in a
society, which is the most sociological use of language.

A BrIRE R A8 ANTE i B L AR FE A 2 b i B (st i L CORIE 5 IR E AL 2 AR

e. g. At an elaborate banquet a butler might very well invite the guests to enter the dining room by
saying “The guests may now proceed to the banquet hall”. In one’s own home, however, a host is much
more likely to say to the distinguished guests: “May I suggest that we all find our places at the table.” But
at a gathering of close friends a person is likely to say: “Come! Let’s eat!” and to members of one’s own
family a corresponding expression might be “Soup’s on!”

@ Performative & % % 4k

The performative function of language is primarily to change the social status of persons. The
performative function can extend to the control of reality as on some magical or religious occasion.

TS ME R D RE RN T B AR A AL . i S T RE T LA KE {3 AR AR IR (0 SR B G
TR

e. g. It can be performed when people are having marriage ceremonies, sentencing criminals, blessing
children, naming a ship at a launching ceremony, and cursing enemies.

@Emotive function & 7 fik

The emotive function is one of the most powerful uses of language because it is so crucial in changing
the emotional status of an audience for or against someone or something. It is similar to expressive function
but the latter can be entirely personal and totally without any implication of communication to others.

ST T RE R AU W 5 AR SO T N YA BE . B SRR IVREM L (B RS TIREE AR B 5 AR,

)



e. g. A man may say “ouch !” after striking a fingernail with a hammer, or he may utter damn when
realizing that he has forgotten an appointment.

(G Phatic communion X g

The phatic communion means people always use some small, seemingly meaningless expressions to
maintain a comfortable relationship between people without any factual content.

FENE 2y G A8 AT 8/ SUARLT- B 4 3 R S8 3Rk O 4 5 — b R AP I ABR G R .

e. g. Good morning , God bless you, Niceday , etc.

(®Recreational function & & 2 4k

The recreational function means that people use language for the sheer joy of using it.

WRIR D RBAE R = IRy Al i S R 1 15 30 6 .

e. g. A baby’s babbling or a chanter’s chanting.

(DMetalingual function T#& % HHk

The metalingual function means that people can use language to talk about itself.

JCIEE BRI RATT AHIE S RiIHEBES A 5.

e. g. We can use the word “book” to talk about a book, and we can also use the expression “the word
book” to talk about the sign “b-0-0-k” itself.

1.6 What is linguistics? FTARIEBETE?

Linguistics is the scientific study of language. It studies not just one language of any one community.
but the language of all human beings. It is a scientific study, based on systematic investigation of linguistic
data,and conducted with reference to some general theory of language structure. The four principles that
make linguistics a science are exhaustiveness, consistency., economy and objectivity. As a science,
linguistics now has a set of established theories. methods and sub-branches.

BEFRMNET ORI . KPR SO AR BB H 805 5 i AT A I A3
BEFRMEPR, WA ERETNKRE SRS, XA RS H 8 5 45 i 3 A B E i 217 .
B E F UL AUEE R RN 57 R Bk R R M. Eh TR B R EREC S/ L
T—EHIS HEMGXE.

1.7 Main branches of microlinguistics MMIESENETES X

1.7.1 Phonetics #E&F ¥

Phonetics is the study of speech sounds, it includes three main areas: articulatory phonetics, acoustic
phonetics, and auditory phonetics. To specify. it includes the production of speech, the sounds of speech,
the description and classification of speech sounds, words-and connected speech, etc.

BEFEEMRET CEE A EEUWK. A EEE¥ FEEEFFNNEIETY. Bk, F
FHIBMAE CF B E RTINS 52 R E S R .

1.7.2 Phonology # %% |

Phonology studies the rules governing the structure, distribution, and sequencing of speech sounds and
the shape of syllables.

B AR SE RN SCRC T & 43 A0 A0 HES B R0 A K 5 R IE K,

1.7.3 Morphology # &%

Morphology studies the minimal units of meaning-morphemes and word-formation processes.

T 252 W 95 B SCRY B/ B 0L ———m] 3K LA B by i) i R

1.7.4 Syntax & %%

Syntax refers to the rules governing the way words are combined to form sentences in a language., or
simply, the study of the formation of sentences. It identifies permissible sequences in a language and the
relationships between elements in sentence structure.

) S O 9 TE A ) g R T B R A TR . AR MU R RE TR T e 4 ] i



FF LA Be /) v 2% 41 22 ) B K R .

1.7.5 Semantics 3L %

Semantics examines how meaning is encoded in a language. It is not only concerned with meaning of
words as lexical items, but also with levels of language below the word and above it.

ECFEEENREE NSRS PRGN, ERXOMAUREICZEEANE L . EFESPRZ
AR 2T B A R A T

1.7.6 Pragmatics &A%

) Pragmatics is the study of meaning in context. It deals with particular utterances in particular situations
and is especially concerned with the various ways in which the many social contexts of language can
influence interpretation.

EHFEER PR ERARE NS R P B E M IEE, RHEEARM 2P RIES
BRI L .

e. g. Pragmatics is the study of how language is used in real life. It is about practical language use.
Examples of English pragmatics include saying “Could I have a cookie?” or “Those coakies look good,” to
express “Give me a cookie”.

1.8 Macrolinguistics EWIESZF

Macrolinguistics is the study of language in all aspects, distinct frommicrolinguistics, which dealt
solely with the formal aspect of language system. The branches of study which relate linguistics to the
research of other areas are applied linguistics. :

HMOWIE S AR EWIE S FRIE S IR L ARSI RIES REME R iE. £0iE
ORI T BRI o B E F . '

1.8.1 Psycholinguistics & 35 F 5

Psycholinguistics investigates the interrelation of language and mind, in processing and producing
utterances and in language acquisition for example. It studies language development in the child, such as the
theories of language acquisition, biological foundations of language. and the relationship between language
and cognition. There is also the psycholinguistic study of grammar. The psycholinguistic constraints on the
form of grammar are studied.

DHEEFEEERS MERNHELKR INEEMLEM 45 URIEE I /8%, CHIEF¥EWR
JLEIEFWRRE, A S JHEMIE GBS WAV EMIGES AN X RS, EFIBENOHEIE S ¥
55 B 50 0BG = 2 XA B i BR ) .

1.8.2 Sociolinguistics #4i& % %

Sociolinguistics is a term which covers a variety of different interests in language and society, including
the language and the social characteristics of its users. It studies the relation between language and society .
that is, how social factors influence the structure and use of language.

MESEST¥FR—TWRET S-S0 &Rk 5 ¢ R 1 08E, 4515 5 1 & 5 5 fF1E 'ﬂtAﬁﬂE
FE&IE F W 5 A2 2Z (A 9 5C 2R L BAL 23 R 3R Aol B2 i i 5 0 25 0 R Y

1.8.3 Anthropological linguistics A %% % &

Anthropological linguistics studies the relationship between language and culture in a community. It is
the investigation that uses the theories and methods of anthropology to study language variation and language
use in relation to human cultural patterns and beliefs.

AEEFFRARNEES SRR RR. ARBSFHALENERRMTEIRALES WEL
Fif & AE NS BERE A T /e .

1.8.4 Computational linguistics AL & %

Computational linguistics is an interdisciplinary field which focus on the use of computers to process or

produce human language.



HHEIIESFR -1 EFREE. E EZREATEIAT R A RS EFIEARIES.

1.9 Important distinctions in linguistics E5FhEZH X FEHER

1.9.1 Descriptive vs. Prescriptive = 4% 5 X fo#L & X,

The reason that linguistics is a descriptive science is that linguists try to discover and record the rules to
which the members of a language-community actually conform but do not seek to impose upon them other
rules. or norms, of correctness.

Prescriptive linguistics aims to lay down rules for the correct use of language and settle the disputes
over usage once and for all.

In the 18" century, all the main European languages were studied prescriptively. However, modern
linguistics is mostly descriptive because the nature of linguistics as a science determines its preoccupation
with description instead of prescription.

Z T LAFRE F A R — T S A B2 B A8 186 5 2 20 R B0 5 ATV FE 108 Rl = i B0
7T A 2 4 AT Al TF B8 1 f) R B0 B RS . TR 2C0E A B R WA B SE T A IE R 0 R0 L 3 10 S 5
ARG, 76 18 A Rk FEIESHMEALMEXW FkpiR., An . ARESFEEIHE
K ENEFTFERR X —ARRE THE MM E.

e.g. “Don’t say X.” is a prescriptive command; “People don’t say X.” is a descriptive statement. The
distinction lies in prescribing how things ought to be and describing how things are. * R &4 X" 2 —#p #. &
KO ZR R AMKH X" N2 —AHEXO MR, RANRETEAEANE FH L ZEH . ERWEFH
A EHY .,

1.9.2 Synchronic vs. Diachronic 3t 8 #= 4 8

A synchronic study takes a fixed instant (usually at present) as its point of observation. Saussure's
diachronic description is the study of a language through the course of its history. In modern linguistics.
synchronic study seems to enjoy priority over diachronic study. The reason is that unless the various states
of a language are successfully studied. it would be difficult to describe the changes that have taken place in
its historical development.

L BFE AL — 00 5 (9 B () b Gl W R BIAE) X8 5 AT MR 95 . R4 /K 7 It 48 5 U 2 3 3 i
1) 4 J& J7 SR T % FL AT A 9T . X BRARTE & 25 & L A T DT RO L AR eI A R O e r . R
TETFBRAEFE 40 0 T 2~k 0035 5 . 4 DR L P o % e 23 2 — TR ME M AE 55 .

e. g. A study of the features of the English used in Shakespeare's time would be synchronic, and a study
of the changes English has undergone since then would be a diachronic study. # % #F 4 vt I o #3255 65 4% &
R—FEHHFL  MAFANT E B R MAEE T2 AL,

1.9.3 Langue & parole & % #= 3 i

Saussure distinguished the linguistic competence of the speaker and the actual phenomena or data of
linguistics into langue and parole. Langue is relative stable and systematic. while parole is subject to
personal and situational constraints; langue is not spoken by an individual, while parole is always a naturally
occurring event. What a linguist should do, according to Saussure, is to draw rules from a mass of confused
facts, i. e. to discover the regularities governing all instances of parole and make them the subject of
linguistics.

RERERIEERIES RN METFPRERAL MBI X 2RES "N FE". Ba YR
ELRE .M EMNZBAMAERZARLY. B ARG IASEHAY. MFENGEEARANE. B4
IRINH B T RN A B b s AL, 2 B R BT A F R A B L i R
WX % .

e. g. With regard to blogging. the writing phenomenon that is blogging (short. frequent posts often with
media and interactivity incorporated. etc.) is an example of a langue. a “ general system or code of
communication” (cf. Wales. 287). But each blog post or comment (or even + 1) is an example of a parole, the
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verbal behavior or utterances of individuals in speech and writing, the individual instantiations of the langue.

1.9.4 Competence and performance 3 #E A& ZiE A

According to Chomsky. a language user’s underlying knowledge about the system of rules is called
linguistic competence, and the actual use of language in concrete situations is called performance.
Competence enables a speaker to produce and understand indefinite number of sentences and to recognize
grammatical mistakes and ambiguities. A speaker’s competence is stable while his performance is often
influenced by psychological and social factors. So a speaker’'s performance does not always match his
supposed competence. Chomsky believes that linguists ought to study competence, rather than
performance. Chomsky’s competence-performance distinction is not exactly the same as. though similar to,
Saussure’s langue-parole distinction. Langue is a social product and a set of conventions of a community,
while competence is deemed as a property of mind of each individual. Saussure looks at language more from
a sociological or sociolinguistic point of view than Chomsky since the latter deals with his issues
psychologically or psycholinguistically. )

T BT B ARy 18 T RE O R AR S 00 06 TR RN AR G R R0 T s R A R
Xt B SRS . TS S RE B S BB % O L B AR T KR B (9 4], O BEIA ) e I 1 i 5 R L
SCo MULTEHE IE S R Z B0 Kt SR R e, HIE T R 2R S . SiSEWIESiE
I B S T G RE D ARDC I, R TR M T 95 B R FIE T X A 5 R KA HAB A
AT EH R e R — R A ERRN R A EFTRAOERE N AT RN AEY. 5
Fr T 5L O HL 2 SO INE B A E MR AR RE R EZ N EMESF SHSIE T ENAENRES.

—\REBRE

1. General linguistics: The study of language as a whole is often called general linguistics.

LiEIES ¥ RIS & SUE R — RO 5

2. Etic: It refers to the linguistic units containing “-etic”. for instance. phonetic, morphetic, which are
used to describe linguistic facts in detail without distinctive features, and are first used to describe sounds.

B EACRME S RO ME R GIR ENIE S FEARE R B KA PR R T
HERME.

3. Emic: It refers to the linguistic units containing “-emic”, for instance, phonemic, morphemic, which
are used to describe abstract linguistic rules with distinctive features and are first used to describe
phonemes.

AL A HA T IS E T B AN E AL AL R X E S F S B XM AR E R R T
s .

4. Applied linguistics: [t refers to the study of linguistics and other theories in relation to any language-
related problems. It combines psychology. information theory. sociology. anthropology. philosophy with
linguistics. The problems it attempts to solve include the study of second and foreign language learning and
teaching, speech pathology, machine translation, national language planning policy, various facts of
communication research, and many others.

B 8 5 2 45 %R 5 5 RO SAEMTE 5 A S BS #EAT RO BFSE . IR 5O F R
I A2 AR ¥ ESETFMESE . BB SR AR IR R MAMNERNE S SR
o B2 AL B R S LR R | A PR AE 5 14 481 T T B H Al [

e. g. Machine translation, sometimes referred to by the abbreviation MT (not to be confused with computer-
aided translation. machine-aided human translation ( MAHT) or interactive translation) is a sub-field of
computational linguistics that investigates the use of software to translate text or speech from one natural language
to another. rb4o AL 3 #13F A B 4 5 4 MT CR-&5 3+ AU 85 8135 . AL 3 4 80 80 3F 09 A(MAHT) R L Z #03%
RA)VTIGRT IETEN A TR AEEARGRMEILRASKN—FAREZTE S —FiEF.



5. Linguistic potential ; Halliday thinks that with language, there is a wide range of things a speaker can
do in the culture he is in. The set of possibility for “doing” is termed linguistic potential from a functional
language’s view.

BEEE HALEA Y B TE S ULV E T LA AT B SO B — R 5T Z . NIES
THRE M £ BEF I i 7T RE PE R BE R IE = .

6. Actual linguistic behavior: What a speaker actually says on a particular occasion to a particular
individual is what he has selected from the many possible things he could have said. This actual selection of
things from what one could have said is termed actual linguistic behavior.

KERFEITH SR E LR — DR 193 & X 5 A4 5E 1041 BT B B0 15 » = I HC T B 58 1) 25 b v fiE Y
P rh Pk R B . 3 TS N 1 YA o T A S e 2 4 M SR PR TR AT N .
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I . Define the following terms.

1. descriptive linguistics( B #8Jfi 3E X 3 2009 £ 25 )

Key: To say that linguistics is a descriptive science is to say that the linguist tries to discover and record
the rules to which the members of a language-community actually conform and does not seek to impose upon
them other rules, or norms, of correctness.

MERIET ¥ ZUKIE T ER TS WP B4EE ¥ B R B0 70 R 01 B A
BB 5 A R, 77 AS 5 i HC Al 1 1 Y B U B ALY

2. diachronic linguistics( b FRALZ AL K K% 2010 /8 FF X5 2009 FEHE )

Key: The description of a language as it changes through time is called diachronic linguistics.

P8 & 5 AR ERE — A af R B A X E S S .

e.g. A study of the changes English has undergone since Shakespeare’s time would be a diachronic
study. AR B F L B R EEZAGTE TR,

3. synchronic linguistics( 3t 5 i 25 A X K %/ B &0 ) 58 K 5 2008 & & HH &)

Key: The description of a language at some point in time is called synchronic linguistics.

HrhEF ¥ AR S EXHE S RE .

e. g. A study of the features of the English used in Shakespeare’s time would be synchronic. # 7 7 + b
TR —F WAL,

4. langue and parole( [ JI| X2 2008 & E#H &)

Key:Langue refers to the abstract linguistic system shared by all the members of a speech community.
Parole refers to the realization of langue in actual use.

BEMEE B H-SEERANTARALZEMIRIES AR, “SiHRIESELBEERS
A SE B '

5. historical linguistics(E 7K 2010 F£E /)

Key : Historical linguistics refers to the study of a language through the course of its history.

s A R R R S R R s X AT BT .

6. metalanguage( #1 Ll X 2 2009 £ EH )

Key: Metalanguage refers to the language or symbols used when language itself is being discussed or
examined.

TCIf AR TERR ARG TR 5 A B i BT 6 A9 1 S ST S

7. performatives( /2 Ll X 3 2009 E2H /)

Key: The performative function of language is primarily to change the social status of persons. It can
extend to the control of reality as on some magical or religious occasions.

Tt R DB < 8 MM A D RE E R T U AN A S L. i D T BE AT LA S fi B A R K ) BR 5%
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