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Abstract

Currently , the study on Guanzi is mainly based on its contents
which has been very familiar to the scholars, but few of them has
related those newly revealed bamboo slips and silk manuscripts to their
researches. Based on the above considerations, this treatise has done a
comprehensive research on Bamboo Slips of Chu state in Warring States
Collected by Shanghai Museum , Silk Books from Han Tomb in
Mawangdui, Bamboo Books from Han Tomb in Yinqueshan and
Bamboo Books in Warring States Collected by Tsinghua University ,
which all have close relationships with Guanzi.

This book takes the newly unearthed bamboo slips and silk
documents as the center for comparative research on Guanzi and other
ancient manuscripts. For example, Bamboo Books from Han Tomb in
Yinqueshan discovered in tombs of the Qi State in the Western Han
Dynasty is valuable for preserving the ancient culture of the Qi State,
in which the main contents of Shoufa, shouling and 13 other articles
were drawn from Zhouli, Laozi, Guanzi, Mozi and other various
ancient manuscripts. This book mainly focuses on Shifa, Lifa, Wangfa
and Tianfa in Shoufa, shouling and 13 other articles which were all
related to Guanzi. According to a statistical comparison, most scholars
believe that those contents were produced on the basis of Guanzi. In
Shifa , it emphasized the market’ s influence on the state, and its
contents were more accurate in details than Guanzi. Lifa, which

focuses on how the regulations would be carried out, complemented
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Guanzi and gave a clearer vision on Li of the Qi State. Wangfa , mainly
on how the king ruled the state, established a detailed and strict
punishment for people who didn’ t finish the work. Tianfa was a law
which contained specific regulations on issues related to farmlands.

From Chungivw Shiyu in Silk Books from Han Tomb in Mawangdui ,
we can infer that Jixia scholars have made contributions to Guanzi. In
the silk book Duke Huan of Qi and Mrs Cai on the Boat, the seventh
chapter of Chungiu Shiyu, we can make the conclusion that Duke
Huan of Qi first invaded the Cai State, then fought against the Chu
State. This incident was both mentioned in Chungiu Shiyu and Guanzi ;
Wenjiang , the daughter of the Duke of Qi, married Duke Huan of Lu
and their eldest son became the Duke of Lu later. However, Duke
Huan of Lu was killed soon after he found out Wenjiang’ s affair with
her brother. After his death, Wenjiang got more involved in politics
and had huge impacts on dukes of Lu and Qi. It * s obvious that the silk
books and Guanzi have contents in common, and those parts must have
the same origin, which might be from the history records of the Qi
State. Therefore, it’ s also obvious that Guanzi took a long time,
rather than a short period to be written.

In the Bamboo Slips of Chu in Warring States Collected by
Shanghai Museum , the text of Advice of Baoshuya and Xipeng provides
new materials for figuring out the specific time of an ancient solar
eclipse  recorded in the text, which also mentioned in
Guanzi. Meanwhile , it also provides new materials for studying the
lifetimes of Baoshuya, Xipeng, Shudiao, Yiya and their influences
on the history of Qi State. Based on these, we can study more thorough
and accurately on the personal morals of Duke Huan of Qi and his
health issue mentioned in the bamboo slips. More important, those
materials provides a new angle for studying the history of the reform by
Duke Huan of Qi with the help from Guanzhong, and more details on
how the reform was accomplished. In addition, based on Guanzi,

Caomo’ s Array in Bamboo Slips of Chu in Warring States Collected by

L (3] 2
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Shanghai Museum , and other manuscripts, we can thoroughly observe
the life of Caomo, who had great impact on Duke Huan of Qi and the
hegemony of Qi State.

In the second chapter of Xinian, part of Bamboo Books in Warring
States Collected by Tsinghua University, it recorded the Meeting of
Shouzhi, which stated that Duke Xiang of Qi met other dukes in the
Meeting , killed the King of Zheng State and empowered Duke Li of Zheng
to rule the Zheng State. This history was not recorded in other historical
manuscripts, thus it’ s very important to the research on Xinian. In its
fourth chapter, the Duke Wen of Wei’ s name was assumed as Kaifang,
which was different from Guanzi, Hanfeizi, Lvshi Chungiv and
Shiji. According to comparisons among those manuscripts, it can be
inferred that Duke Wen of Wei and Kaifang were not the same
person. Duke Wen of Wei governed the Wei State as the King, but
Kaifang mainly stayed in the Qi State and gained his personal
benefits. Liangchen , another part of Bamboo Books in Warring States
Collected by Tsinghua University , recorded the history of Duke Huan of Qi
and his nice ministers, Guanzhong, Xipeng, Binxuwu, Baoshuya and
Ningqi. Based on research on the five men, it’ s known that Guanzhong
and Xipeng had made greatest contributions for the Qi State. As for other
three ministers, whose contributions were almost identical to Guanzhong
and Xipeng, they’re all lack of a nice personality or good ability. On the
Liangchen’ s list, Binxuwu was the man after Guanzhong and Xipeng,
but he wasn’ t better than Baoshuya and Ningqgi. In that case, we can
infer that the position of Binxuwu was just a random pick, which also
matched other historical manuscripts’ related contents.

In a word, all the above bamboo slips and silk manuscripts
provide more evidential support to the study on Guanzi, which is also
significant to these excavated manuscripts’ study. Putting Guanzi and
these excavated manuscripts together may offer us a new perspective on

historical research.
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