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Chapter 1

New SAT Reading Section

The rationale behind the redesigned SAT test is to prepare students for success in
post-secondary education. The new SAT reading test is designed to be a better indicator
of students’ comprehension and reasoning skills required for college entry courses. We
will dissect the reading section by first discussing some of the major changes made in the

redesigned SAT.

I. Major Changes

Category Current SAT Redesigned SAT

Total Questions | 67 questions 52 questions

Time Allotted 70 minutes 65 minutes
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( continued )

Category

Current SAT

Redesigned SAT

Passages and

Word Count

Two 25-minute sections and one
20-minute section; passages range

from 100 to about 850 words

Four single passages and one pair
set; 500—750 words per passage

or paired set; 3 250 words in total

often in limited contexts

Answer
5 answer choices 4 answer choices
Choices
® Fvidenced-based reading test
® Passage-based reading
Components e Evidenced-based writing and
® Senlence completions
language tesl
10 questions
12—16 questions Emphasis on the meaning of words
Vocabulary Emphasis on vocabulary itself, | in extended contexts and on how

word choice shapes meaning, tone,

and impact

II. Passage Contents

Knowledge Domain Number of Passages and Questions Percentage
U.S. and World Literature | 1 passage; 10 questions 20%
2 passages, or | passage and 1 pair;
History / Social Studies 40%
10—11 questions each
2 passages, or | passage and 1 pair;
Science 40%
10—11 questions each

E.SHTI -




Chapter 1 New SAT Reading Section

III. SAT Reading Domain

( Table reproduced based

College Board)

on the Test Specifications for the Redesigned SAT from

Content Dimension

Task Description

Text complexity

The passages/pair on the SAT Reading Test represent a
specified range of text complexities from grades 9—10 to

postsecondary entry

Information and ideas

These questions focus on the informational content of text

Reading closely

These questions focus on the explicit and implicit meaning of
text and on extrapolating beyond the information and ideas in

a text

Determining

explicit meanings

The student will identify information and ideas explicitly

stated in text

Determining

implicit meanings

The student will draw reasonable inferences and logical

conclusions from text

Using

analogical reasoning

The student will extrapolate in a reasonable way [rom the
information and ideas in a text or apply information and ideas

in a text lo a new, analogous situalion

Citing textual evidence

The student will cite the textual evidence that best supports a

given claim or point

Determining central ideas

and themes

The student will identify explicitly stated central ideas or
themes in text and determine implicit central ideas or themes

from text

Summarizing

The student will identify a reasonable summary of a text or of

key information and ideas in text

—_lkl'il i
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( continued )

Content Dimension

Task Description

Understanding

relationships

The student will identify explicitly stated relationships or
determine implicit relationships between and among individuals,
events, or ideas ( e. & 5 (‘.ause-effe(:.t, (tompan'son-contrasl,

sequence )

Interpreting words and

phrases in context

The student will determine the meaning of words and phrases

In context

Rhetoric

These questions focus on the rhetorical analysis of text

Analyzing word choice

The student will determine how the selection of specific words
and phrases or the use of patterns of words and phrases shapes

meaning and tone in text

Analyzing text structure

These questions focus on the overall structure of a text and on
the relationship between a particular part of a text and the

whole text

Analyzing overall

text structure

The student will describe the overall structure of a text

Analyzing part-whole

relationships

The student will analyze the relationship between a particular

part of a lext (e. g., a sentence) and the whole text

Analyzing point of view

The student will determine the point of view or perspective
from which a text is related or the influence this point of view

or perspective has on content and style

Analyzing purpose

The student will determine the main or most likely purpose of
a text or of a particular part of a text (typically, one or more

paragraphs)

Analyzing arguments

These questions focus on analyzing arguments for their content

and structure

EHT' &
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( continued )

Content Dimension Task Description

The student will identify claims and counterclaims explicitly
Analyzing claims
stated in text or determine implicit claims and counterclaims
and counterclaims
from text

Assessing reasoning The student will assess an auther’ s reasoning for soundness

The student will assess how an author uses or fails to use
Analyzing evidence
evidence to support a claim or counterclaim

These questions focus on synthesizing multiple  sources
Synthesis
of information

The student will synthesize information and ideas from paired
Analyzing multiple texts | texts ( Note: All of the skills listed above may be tested with

either single or paired passages)

The student will analyze information presented quantitatively in
Analyzing
such forms as graphs, tables, and charts and/or relate that
quantitative information
information to information presented in text

IV. Key Features

The redesigned SAT reading test emphasizes on four key features:

1. Words in extended context and word choice for rhetorical purposes;
2. Command of evidence in support of conclusions and inferences;

3. Inclusion of graphics for information interpretation ;

4. Text complexity range from grades 9 to postsecondary entry.

=msl -
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Words in Context

Different from the current SAT reading test, the word in context questions are not
testing vocabulary, but focus on the rhetorical purposes of the words in extended
contexts. The following passage excerpt and the two sample questions demonstrate the
difference between the word in context questions in the current SAT and in the

redesigned SAT.

The coming decades will likely see more intense clustering of jobs, innovation, and
productivity in a smaller number of bigger cities and city-regions. Some regions could
end up bloated beyond the capacity of their infrastructure, while others struggle, their

promise stymied by inadequate human or other resources.

Richard Florida, The Great Reset, 2011

1. As used in line 3, “bloated” mostly nearly means:
A. swollen

outrageous

pampered

expanded

E 7 =

limited

This is an example of word in context question in the current SAT reading test. The
best answer is choice D. To answer this question, students need to know the meaning of
the asked word as well as those of the words in the answer choices. The purpose of the

question is to test how accurately students can interpret the meaning of a word in context

EHTI i



Chapter 1 New SAT Reading Section

while choosing among words that are given to test students’ vocabulary.

2. As used in line 1, “intense” most nearly means;.
A. emotional
concentrated

B
C. brilliant
D

determined

This is an example of word in context question in the redesigned SAT reading test.
The best answer is B. The word “intense” is neither obscure nor specific to any domain
but a high utility word. The purpose of the question is to evaluate students’

understanding of the word based on contextual clues.

Command of Evidence

When doing the SAT reading test, students are not only required 1o comprehend
information and ideas, but also tested for drawing reasonable conclusions and inferences
based on supporting evidences in the passage. The following passage excerpt and the

sample questions illustrate command of evidence.

Sleep-deprived people are known to have stronger reactions to negative
experiences, but some patients with depression seem to perk up with lack of sleep. To
resolve this paradox, Matthew Walker at the University of California, Berkeley, and
his team used functional magnetic resonance imaging to scan the brains of 14 people
who hadn’ t slept for about 36 hours while presenting them with emotionally neutral

and pleasant-looking images. The volunteers rated a greater proportion of the images as

—1HE.I =



A%ﬁsﬂ Evidence-Based Reading

“pleasant” than did people who had maintained a normal sleep routine. The sleep-
deprived individuals also showed increased activation in brain regions that mediate
reward-driven behavior, as well as greater connectivity between certain visual and
emotional processing centers. The results suggest that sleep deprivation can enhance

reactivity to both positive and negative stimuli.

Neuroscience: No sleep, better mood, 2011

Based on Walker™ s research, what is the most likely explanation for the observation
in line 2 ( “but some. . .sleep” ) ?

A. People with depression often have difficulty sleeping.

B. There is a positive relation between sleep deprivation and positive stimuli.
C. There is a negative relation between sleep deprivation and positive stimuli.
D

The emotions of people with depression are easier to manipulate.

To answer the question, students need to identify evidence given in the passage to
explain the reason behind the observation. The best answer for Question 1 is B. Line 9—
13 provides the evidence from the study: when sleep deprived, human’ s brain regions
that mediate reward-driven behavior become more active and the emotional processing

centers are more sensitive to visual stimuli.

Informational Graphics

A new feature in the redesigned SAT Reading is the inclusion of informational
graphics. There are two passages which include one or two graphics such as tables,
graphs, and charts. Students are asked to interpret and integrate the information in the

graphics and in the text. The following passage excerpt and the sample question help

EHTI -



