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Preface

China is a country with extensive, profound and brilliant
civilization. Her local areas have their own unique well-estab-
lished cultures. Suzhou of Anhui Province, compared with other
famous cultural cities, such as Xi’an, Nanjing, Hangzhou and
Beijing, boasts of her cultural heritage with her unique charac-

teristics: Shegu Altar in the south of Suzhou, located in the

Daze Town, built by Chensheng and Wuguang leaders of
Peasant Uprising Force, who swore together to crusade against
the emperor of Qin; Huangcang Valley in the north of Suzhou,

located in the Xiaoxian, where Liubang —— the founder of

the ancient

Han Dynasty sought an asylum; Gaixia
battlefield , where a decisive battle took place between Chu

and Han Kingdoms, and Yuji Mausolem in its east; Yanxi Ter-

rance in its northwest, where Libai the famous poet of

Tang Dynasty improvised some poems while drinking;
and Donglin Cottage in the midst of Suzhou, where Bai Juyi,
the famous poet of Tang Dynasty, had lived for 22 years and

put down his famous lines there “Wild fire can’t burn them up
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to extirpate, spring tide Zephyrs blow and they come to life a-
gain”. Here is also the central battlefield of Combat between
Song and Jin dynasties and Huaihai Compaign, which were the

milestone of their age. Here also gave birth to the remarkable

historical characters: Emperor Liuyu the founder of Song

dynasty, Emperor Zhuwen founder of Liang Dynasty, Ma

Xiuying the virtuous Empress, and the well-known Sages
and men of virtue, famous generals as well.

Volumes of books are necessary to give publicity to the
cultural relic and local custom of Suzhou. Pearl. S. Buck, an
American woman writer, created a long novel the Good Earth
based on the rural culture and custom of Suzhou in 1920s,
which won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1938. Calligraphy
and painting are the most outstanding in its profound historical
culture of Suzhou from ancient times. The rich art and crafts of
the New Stone Age were discovered by archaeologists. Portraits
on the stones and bricks in Han Dynasty were more colorful.
The leading painter and master of sculpture of Eastern Jin Dy-

nasty, Daikui, was a native. Xiehe of Nan Dynasty was honored

in the Ancient Painting List as master of Painting and Paragon

of his followers after Xun and Wei.  Liuyu the first em-
peror was also a famous calligrapher.

There emerged a lot of world —famous calligraphers and
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painters from ancient times to contemporary and modern times.
Wang Ziyun, learning abroad six years, is one of the pioneers
Zhao Wuji, Wang
Zhaowen, Aiqing and Wu Guanzhong, are all well-known both

of art Nouveau movement. His students

at home and abroad. Wang Zhaoming —— the master of

the world famous master of Ab-
the

master of sculpture and the curator of Chinese Art Gallery are

aquarelle, Zhu Dequn

stract art and academician of French art, Liu Kaiqu

all under his influence. His hometown fellows Wang
Qingfang, Xiao Longshi, Liu Huiming, Guo Gongda, Wuran,
Ouyang Long, Xue Zhiyun, Zhuoran, to just name a few, all
the

his son are both famous for their

have achieved great accomplishments. Mei Xuefeng
father and Mei Chunyi

brilliant techniques in painting. Wang Tianduo

a general,
is a man of letters, a master of seal cutting as well as a poet.

Li Bairen

a famous calligrapher and the former director
of calligraphy association, and his successor Zhang Liangxun
are natives of Suzhou. Many outstanding calligraphers and
painters from towns of Suzhou have drawn their own excel-
lences, such as: Ouyang Nansun, Master Yuanlin, Feng Yucun,
Zhengzheng, Yang Jianhua, Zhanghan, Ge Qintyou, Zhu
Xiukun, Zhou Benxin, Gao Shulin, Wang Shaoshi, Yan Zizhao,
Li Hongxun, Fuqiang , Zhang Jiaqi ,Chen Guanglin, Guofeng

.



