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Shenzhen OCT started the transformation of its eastern industrial
area around the year of 2004 and upgraded it into OCT-LOFT. On
January 28th, 2007, the Southern District of OCT-LOFT was open
to the public with a number of institutes and organizations in the
field of creative idea, design and art attracted to the park. The
first-stage renovation of Northern District was finished in 2011,
then OCT-LOFT was entirely opened to the public.

Through 10 years of development, OCT-LOFT formed the "OCT-
LOFT creative Festival", "OCT-LOFT international Jazz Festival",
"Shenzhen Independent Animation Biennale", "T-street [-Mart",
"Art Film Panorama”, "one and one-Invitational Lectures of Rising
Designers” . All of the activities have its own cultural brand, it is
involved in exhibitions, forums and public art events concerning
the field of contemporary art, design, Avant-garde music, etc.
With its sustained high-level academic standards exhibition and
related studio in OCT, the OCT-LOFT has gradually become a
well-known domestic culture park.
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It has been 10 years since 2004 when the plan of OCT-LOFT was
launched. It is during the 10 years that OCT Group carried out its
progression across the country. OCT has created presence all over
China by coping the successful Shenzhen mode, which is to conduct
integrated development encompassing tourism and real estate, and
the product portfolio of Happy Valley themed parks, ecological
tourism and upscale houses.

The far-reaching significance of these 10 years for OCT-LOFT lies
in that it successfuliy explored possibilities of revolutions and
development within OCT itself while it was making progression
outside Shenzhen. OCT-LOFT was developed based on the old



industrial factories that remained after OCT's transformation from an
industrial development area into a tourism city in its second decade
following the first decade of development. It blazed a new path for
sustainable development of city renewal by preserving precious
land and space resources for OCT so that it can develop emerging
industrial economies that provide what a modern city wants, It is
not simply selling out the assets or developing houses, which turns
an industrial center of infinite capacity to a city residential center
for sale as what other enterprises have done in the same period in
_ Shenzhen. From this aspect, OCT-LOFT has not only completed a
survival and expansion transformation that can be modeled but also
provided valuable experience for transformation of urban areas of
similar structures and even Shenzhen.

Not every probe can be completed at once as it is a process perfectly
combining insight and courage for pioneers. There are all similar city
upgrade and industrial transformation in New York, London as well
as Beijing and Shanghai in China. OCT-LOFT has learned from their
experiences. But it laid more emphasis on the innovative revolution
for the Pearl River Delta and China taking place now and in the
future. It has also formed the unique model and vitality of OCT with
“creative ideas” as the core.
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In 2004, OCT launched its LOFT Program which happened
to coincide with the strategy of Shenzhen “to support
the city with culture”. It witnessed the cultural strategic
transformation of Shenzhen and even China and became
the mainstay.

In renovating old factories, OCT turned to the creative
industry which it has never involved in before instead
of housing, commerce or.other traditional city tourism.
What is valuable is that it has provided another successful
sample for sustainable development in Shenzhen.
It demonstrated the heavy responsibility for a great
enterprise to seek innovation. Only a few enterprises of
vision will explore into the future while most of them
choose to survive by sticking to convention.

OCT-LOFT has given the city distinct scenery and
numerous surprises. It has also gathered people of the
same interests and dreams to refresh the city temporary.

It does not look like an industrial park because the
number of sight-seers outruns that of creators in studios.
The sight-seers are often amazed at something that looks
common but strikes them with its inadvertent creative
ideas. Maybe this moment of striking changed their
cognition and habits toward life aesthetics.

It is undoubted that OCT-LOFT is the best place for
subverting traditional aesthetics. It not only provides
creative media for ultimate products through design but
also changes the city with creative ideas and let creative
ideas fuse into human life by virtue of special and open
life scenes.
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It is right ten years ever since the idea of OCT-LOFT was
conceived in 2003. In 2004, OCT launched the renovation
over the old factories in 2004. For the city of Shenzhen which
was built only 30 years ago, the course of OCT-LOFT is also a

process of transforming from the industrial era to the post-
industrial era.
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