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Pre-school Education

In this unit you are expected to ...
1. learn about pre-school education.
2. be able to talk about teaching in kindergarten.

3. learn how to make an announcement.

Warm-up

@&® Look at the picture and discuss the following questions:

1. Do you have any experiences in a kindergarten? Share your experiences with your

partner.

2. Suppose you were a teacher in a kindergarten, how would you teach kids?




i Unit 1 Pre-school Education

@» Work with your group to think of as many as possible words,
phrases or expressions that are related to pre-school education.

| Listening and Speaking

G @® Listen to Conversation A and fill in the blanks with what you hear.

Pay attention to the following words and expressions while listening.

e

s

e R

§ 5 spare license collectivism :
§ ¢ individualize  cultivate \E
( A P A i I e e A i it
§
§ Susan: Kate, I'm (1) my ears in work. | have to §
§ work from morning to night. | can’t spare any time to (2) S
g my children.
3 Kate: Why not send them to the kindergarten for pre-school and after-school %
§ care? %
? Susan: | don’t even have the time to send them there. E
Kate: They provide transportation. A school bus will come to (3) 3
é your children at a set time in the morning and send them home g
around 7:30 p.m. §
E Susan: Are children fond of the programs there? §
Kate: Yes. The kindergarten has (4) , who will S
teach your children and even take them out for field trips through playing ;
with their peers, children’s collectivism and individualized personal §
development can (5) : s
PR A AR A A rnd
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4 p @D Listen to the conversation again and role-play it.

be up to my ears spare any time pick up at a set time
i be fond of field trip personal development

n @D Listen to Conversation B and decide whether the following
statements are true (T) or false (F).

S

S

e N

partnership facilitate eliminate  beneficial
modified assignment  orientation  in more depth

take advantage of

N P S P NP P

1. Communication can help teachers and students. ( )

2. Though some supportive parents keep good communication, teachers won't send
information to them. ( )

3. Supportive parents will exert negative influence on their children. ( )
4. Making an appointment is a good way to establish communication with teachers.
( )

5. Parents should set up an appointment for face-to-face conversation between chil-
dren and teacher. ( )

ﬂ @» Listen to the conversation again and fill in the blanks with the
items in the box to complete each sentence.

academic work and behavior maintain good attendance

respect ... value parent-teacher conference

above and beyond

1. Maintaining strong communication helps parents better understand teachers’ ex-

pectations for

2. Getting involved communicates for education and the
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it adds to you‘r child’s future.

3. Supportive parents often find that teachers are willing to go

4. Parents who communicate high expectations and value for education will have
children who are eager to go to school, , and work hard in school.

5. Take advantage of opportunities.

@& Work in pairs and discuss the pictures with your partner. Then
compare the activities with yours in kindergarten. Work in groups.
Share your first experience in kindergarten. You can use the
following expressions and structures for reference.

e T T T

ammmvior discipline
birthday party  holiday development

education health safety parenting
resource potty training sleep

é family home food nutrition learning
g social and emotional growth

N e o N

’LW technology and entertainment = 44l




Unit 1 Pre-school Education

Reading | Text {A:

@&P Read the passage with the question in mind:

What important aspects of early childhood development should parents need to

~

be aware of?

Useful Information on Early Childhood Development and Child
A
4

Development Stages

Early childhood is an important phase in the life of human beings. It may prove
to be a troublesome time for the parents of toddlers since they have to be extremely
conscious about the child’s physical care. The biological and brain development of
children during the first few years of their lives depend entirely on the quality of
stimulation that is evoked by their environment — at all the three levels of family,
community, as well as the society.

Studies have indicated that the first three years of a child’s life are extremely
crucial for both the emotional and intellectual development. According to James J.
Heckman, “Early childhood interventions of high quality have lasting effects on
learning and motivation”. Early childhood development is actually an umbrella term
encompassing a child’s social, emotional, language, literacy, physical, creative, and
cognitive development. All these child development stages are inter-related. They
collectively contribute to the all-round development of the child.

However, children develop their milestones at their own pace. Therefore, it is
imperative for parents to give special attention to the needs of their children. Early
child development is thus a lifelong determinant of well-being, health, and learning

skills of the child in the future. Here are some important aspects of early childhood

development that parents need to be aware of:
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The first six years of life are extremely crucial for the growth and development
in children. As a matter of fact, their mental growth is accelerated when they receive
adequate attention, love and affection, mental stimulation, and encouragement.
Preschool child development occupies a pivotal position in the lives of the infants. It is
during this phase that parental responsibilities towards the growing child become most
important. It has been proved by research studies that children tend to develop a more
extensive vocabulary if their parents involve them in frequent conversations and early
childhood curriculum.

Early childhood is an exploratory age when kids begin to discover their
surroundings. It is an imitative age as well. Kids start picking up the mannerisms,
speech, and actions of elders around them. Parents therefore should be appropriate
in their behavior in front of children. Research has identified the particularly critical
areas in early childhood development: vision, logical thinking, language, music, and
emotion. These are considered as “windows of opportunity”, and should be considered
as important aspects of their development.

In early childhood, behavior problems seem to be more troublesome and frequent
as compared to problems related to the physical care of children. If their actions are
unsupervised, they might grow up to be disobedient, obstinate, antagonistic, and
stubborn. Parents should pay extra attention to the needs of their children. The social
behavior of individuals at a grown up stage is determined by the way they have been
nurtured by parents during their early childhood years. Therefore, it is extremely
crucial to ensure that children are not only provided with proper nutrition and early
childhood learning, but also protected from abuse, harm, and discrimination.

The state of early childhood development, when measured with a comparable

approach, results in the betterment of the child and subsequently, the entire

\communjty. )

@» Answer the following questions according to the passage.

1. What do the biological and brain development of children during the first few
years of their lives depend on?

2. Why is it imperative for parents to give special attention to the needs of their
children?

3. What accelerates kids” mental growth in the first six years?

4. Why do behavior problems in early childhood seem to be more troublesome and
frequent as compared to problems related to the physical care of children?

5. Suppose you were a parent of a child, how would you behave in order to exert a
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good impact on his or her development?
6. If you were a kindergarten teacher, what advice would you give to parents about
how to cultivate their children?

@D Fill in the blanks without referring to the original text. Then check
your answers against the original.

1. It may prove to be a troublesome time for — —

2. The biological and brain development of children during the first few years of their

lives depend entirely on

3. All these child development stages are _ . They collectively contribute

to

4. Children tend to develop a more extensive vocabulary if their parents

5. Research has identified the particularly critical areas in early childhood
development: _
6. The social behavior of individuals at a grown up stage is by the way

by parents during their early childhood years.

@» Match the words on the left with the definitions on the right.

1. toddler a. connected with thinking or conscious mental
processes

2. evoke b. of great importance because other things
depend on it

3. cognitive c. to care for and protect someone or something

while they are growing and developing

4. determinant d. refusing to change your opinions, way of
behaving, etc. when other people try to
persuade you to; showing this

5. pivotal e. to make someone remember something or
feel an emotion

6. obstinate f. actively opposing or showing unfriendliness

towards something or someone
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7. nurture g. a young child, especially one who is learning
or has recently learned to walk

8. antagonistic h. a thing that decides whether or how some-
thing happens

@» Fill in the blanks with the words and expressions in the box. Change
the form if necessary.

B N T D o T T

conscious evoke intervention extensive

S e T ey

obstinate  as a matter of fact  pick up
contribute to

é
R e

R P N

1. Smoking _— his early death.
2. Invading troops met with resistance by guerrilla forces.
3. “Have you always lived here?” “ , I've only lived here for

the last three years.”

4. That smell always memories of my old school.
5. She Spanish when she was living in Mexico.

6. He became acutely of having failed his parents.
7. She has experience in computers.

8. People resented his repeated in the debate.

@» Translate the following into English.
1. ZEMMIRER K XF0N6GES . (depend on)
2. LFEAABERMBENFHR/LIN K FRARAAF . (lasting)
3. AR R R — IR kM eh 5. (exploratory)
4. Fe BB AR K, REGETEFRMFFE L S AHHG AT, (compared to)
5. TR IMFIREAH T LK E. (betterment)



