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Part 1 Painting






1.1 Chinese Painting Overview

Chinese painting is one of the oldest continuous artistic traditions in the world.
Though Chinese painting has much in common with western painting from an aesthetic
point of view, it still possesses its unique character. Chinese traditional painting seldom
follows the convention of central focus perspective or realistic portrayal, but gives the
painter freedom on artistic conception, structural composition and method of expression
so as to better express his subjective feelings. Chinese painting has absorbed the best of
many forms of art, like poetry, calligraphy, and seal engraving.

Chinese often consider a good painting as a good poem, and vice versa. Hence we
often say there is painting in poetry and poetry in painting. In the past, many great
artists were also great poets and the calligraphers. The inscriptions and seal on the
paintings not only can help us to understand the painter’s ideas and emotions, but also
provide decorative beauty to the painting.

Pines, bamboo and plum blossoms are “bosom friends in winter”. The three plants



EREWRXE
T AR

are upright and show rectitude. They become favorite objects for Chinese painters.
Chinese painting is a combination in the same picture of the arts of poetry, calligraphy,
painting and seal engraving. They were indispensable elements, which supplement and
enrich cach other in contributing to the beauty of the whole picture.

Chinese paintings can be divided into four categories according to its format:
murals, screens, scrolls, and albums and fans. In addition, they are frequently mounted
against exquisite backgrounds to enhance their aesthetic effect.

In terms of technique, Chinese painting can be divided into two broad categories:

(1) Gong-bi, meaning “meticulous”, uses highly detailed brushstrokes that delimits details
very precisely. It is often highly coloured and usually depicts figural or narrative subjects. It is
often practised by artists working for the royal court or in independent workshops.

(2) Ink and wash painting, in Chinese Shui-mo or also loosely termed watercolour
or brush painting, and also known as “literati painting”, as it was one of the “Four Arts”
of the Chinese Scholar-official class. In theory this was an art practised by gentlemen, a
distinction that begins to be made in writings on art from the Song dynasty, though in
fact the careers of leading exponents could benefit considerably. This style is also
referred to as “xie yi” or freehand style.

Classified according to subject matter, they can be divided into paintings of figures,
landscapes, buildings, flowers, birds, animals, insects and fish. The brush techniques so
much emphasized in Chinese painting include line and texture (cunfa), the dotting
method (dianfa) and the application of color (ranfa).

Landscape painting was regarded as the highest form of Chinese painting, and
generally still is. The time from the Five Dynasties period to the Northern Song period
(907-—1127) is known as the “Great age of Chinese landscape”. In the north, artists
such as Jing Hao, Li Cheng, Fan Kuan, and Guo Xi painted pictures of towering
mountains, using strong black lines, ink wash, and sharp, dotted brushstrokes to suggest
rough stone. In the south, Dong Yuan, Juran, and other artists painted the rolling hills
and rivers of their native countryside in peaceful scenes done with softer, rubbed
brushwork. These two kinds of scenes and techniques became the classical styles of

Chinese landscape painting.
Words and expressions.

continuous /kon'tinjuas/ adj. HEZEH), BA KK

artistic /ar'tistik/ adj. Z KK ; XUHER) ; A LB

aesthetic /is'Oetik/ adj. KM ; KF 0 ;W EK, LA HEBEKK
possess /pa'zes/ vt. ¥l R R A kWAL AE
convention /ken'ven[(a)n/ n .M f; thE; I B

perspective /pa'spektiv/ adj. 3 ; 7 HE 1

realistic /rio'listik/ adj. BUSZHY; BLSE 3 XK
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portrayal /poi'tresl/ n. % ; &R, H1&

composition /kompa'zi[(a)n/ n. BIfE; ZARME M
calligraphy /ko'ligrofi/ n. 33k; 135 ; ik

inscription /m'skrip[(a)n/ n. Blia] ;&4 3C; Z|EP

decorative /'dek(a)rativ/ adj. M (PE) i, 200 , 12406 FH
rectitude /'rektitju:d/ n. 23 1F ; PR ; 1 BR

indispensable /indi'spenseb(2)1/ adj. AA[ERDH
supplement /'saplim(a)nt/ vt. 3E%b, %M 7

enrich /in'ritf/ vt. fEFIE ALK iE 2

exquisite /'ekskwizit/ adj. ¥ B ;& HEE ;s 58 6 5 BIZLEY
meticulous /ma'tikjolas/ adj. —Z A%jH; /NI K
brushstroke /brafstrovk/ n. — 2% ; 2& /) — Il ; 22 W £ 15

in common with &------ —FE

so as to LIfE,LAZET

plum blossoms fg{E

seal engraving (EJ %) S %

vice versa L Z IR

in terms of 48 ; fE w--e- J7 I

in addition % 4b, itk Ah

royal court E £

according to M, F B O T 5 B - - P 156
Notes to the text,

1. Chinese traditional painting seldom follows the convention of central focus perspective or
realistic portrayal , but gives the painter freedom on artistic conception , structural composition
and method of expression so as to better express his subjective feelings .

“better” is used as adv. form, which is not an uncommon way in English
expressions means make it better in this context.

] better Jo &l iA i # , B4 HS 3R express, BUE R E A, s R B R SGEE L
M.

2. Pines, bamboo and plum blossoms are “ bosom friends in winter” .

“bosom friends in winter”

R B IE =R

3. It is often highly coloured and usually depicts figural or narrative subjects .

Here “coloured”is used as verb form, which is not an uncommon way in English
expressions means add color to in this context.

coloured — ia] &b 2y By in] il 4 , B R R B SR B (A, AP FH I R S0E WL

4. Ink and wash painting, in Chinese Shui-mo or also loosely termed watercolour or

brush painting, and also known as “literati painting”, as it was one of the “Four Arts”
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of the Chinese Scholar-official class.

literati painting SCA M, t AR 4 A e Y 38 1 7 = 5k im0, S i oy A SO AR 1 S B

A B2,
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uestions to help comprehension and appreciation.

. What makes Chinese painting in common with western painting yet possesses its

unique character?

What are the forms of arts has Chinese Painting best absorbed?

What the functions do the inscriptions and seal serve on the paintings?

What makes pines, bamboo and plum blossoms become favorite objects for Chinese painters?

How many categories of Chinese paintings can be divided into according to its
format? And what are they?

In terms of technique, how many broad categories of Chinese paintings can be divided

into? And what are they?

. According to the text, who often practiced Gong-bi?

What was regarded as the highest form of Chinese painting? And describe the two kinds of .

scenes and techniques became the classical styles of Chinese landscape painting.

. Talk about other oldest continuous artistic traditions in the world that you know of

besides Chinese painting.

. Besides Ink and wash painting, talk about the rest of the “Four Arts” of the Chinese

Scholar-official class that you know.

. Talk about one of the Chinese painting masters you highly respect and his works that

impress you the most.

omplete the following sentences with the correct form of the words and

so as to; divide into; possess; better; vice versa; colour; enrich;

| not only...but also...

. The player had to fade back have room to pass the ball.
If you something, you use something such as dyes or paint.
They liked it when it rained.

You hide nothing of yourself and can tell the other anything because you know they
accept you just the way you are and

He decided to give away everything he and become a monk.

. I can introduce you some English native speakers, it is a good chance to your

language.
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individual bowls or put them all into a large bowl for sharing.
Mr. Lin his son joined the Party.
omplete the following sentences with the most likely answer.
1. learning is one of the best employee motivators.
A. continued B. continuous C. continue D. continuously
2. She was a woman of talent and determination.
A. unique B. single C. only D. one
3. It’s just a social that men don’t wear skirts.

A. custom B. tradition C. rule D. appointment
4. It vast amounts of capital that could have been used for investment.
A. absorb B. absorbs C. absorbed D. absorbing

5. She herself superior to others.
A. allow B. considered C. review D. consider as
6. The park is a spot for the students to romance their girl-friends.
A. most B. pet C. favorite D. trouble
7. People doing extra jobs outside their regular jobs to their incomes.
A. fix B. help C. supplement D. take
8. Your success should to the success of others!
A. help B. promote C. contribute D. good
9. They live over 2000 miles apart in communities that each would another world.
A. think B. regard as C. look D. seen

1.2 Qi Baishi

Qi Baishi (1864—1957) is a widely known artist in China. Today, in the early 21st

century after more than half a century since his death, his name still rings loud and
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clear, not only in China but all over the world. He led a peaceful life and had not
produced any strikingly outstanding works, but people still enjoy the charm, cultivate a
taste for Chinese art, and draw inspiration from his balanced, full-bodied, easy-flowing,
simple, and pure works of art.

He was born in Xiangtan Hunan and grew up in a family of low-income background. Qi
Baishi was schooled for less than a year due to illness. However, he was too weak to do
much of the work and this was when he became a carpenter. While Qi Baishi was
growing up, he came upon a Chinese manual of painting, this was what sparked his
interest in art and painting animals, insects and other types. In his painting, depict
things that people have seen however, he didn’t start following this motto until much
later in his life. He first studied the “Manual of the Mustard Seed Garden” and used
performers, mainly opera, for models to practice his work. After using opera
performers as models Qi Baishi turned to anyone he knew to pose for him.

Qi Baishi was popular for his variety of works ranging from plant to animal life;
because of his natural style, collectors both “artistic and political” purchased his work.
According to the article, Qi Baishi (Ch’i Pai-shih; zi Huang; hao Baishi Laoren, Baishi
Shangeng): “Baishi’s works were based on his life and his character.” After the fall of
the Qing dynasty Qi Baishi was known for not letting all the political issues affect his
work and keeping his own values and ideas through the harsh times. According to
Confucian standards, starting off as nothing and creating a name for yourself, as Baishi
did, was very honorable.

Qi Baishi did not have any formal education or training in the field of art; however,
he managed to master many different techniques including calligraphy and seal-carving.
After establishing himself in Hunan as a painter and artist, it wasn’t until his forties that
he began traveling and looking for more inspiration. Once Baishi came to the Shanghai
School, which was very popular at the time, and met Wu Changshuo who then became
another mentor to him and inspired a lot of Baishi’s works. Another influence of Baishi
didn’t come until about fifteen years later who was Chen Shizeng who he became close to
when he was living in Beijing. Baishi was becoming more and more well-known and
sought after. During World War [[ , many traditional art works and culture were no
longer considered valuable and were thus destroyed. But Baishi was still respected and
was “the National People’s Congress elected him as the honorary Chairman of the
National Artist’s Association, he represented a continuing commitment to traditional
cultural values in revolutionary China” . He died at age 93.

What is unique about Baishi is that his work shows no western influences, unlike
most other artists at this time. Other artists praised Baishi for the “freshness and
spontaneity that he brought to the familiar genres of birds and flowers, insects and
grasses, hermit-scholars and landscapes”. Although Baishi wasn’t the first artist to focus

on small” things in nature, he was highly recognized for his thoughtful and lyrical
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approach in depicting these subjects.‘
Words and expressions,

strikingly /'straikigli/ adv. B3 H#; R H b, 5| AEHH#

outstanding /aut'steendry/ adj. ZSH #; B 2E H; R IE ; KT

cultivate /'kaltivert/ vi. Bi3%; MG ; #HE

inspiration /mspi'rerf(a)n/ n. R ;T ; W

balanced /'beelonst/ adj. i ; FIE R ; % & K

full-bodied /'ful'bodid/ adj. AR ; B A ; BEAE 19 5 BKAAR K Y

carpenter /'ka:p(a)nta/ n. K[F, KT

manual /'meenju(a)1/ adj. FT.0:;EK N n. FH,.458

spark /spa:k/ vt. % 3h; 85 KIS

depict /di'pikt/ ve. 3 ;3 mE

motto /'motav/ n. BEHE B S:EE

pose /pouz/ vt. I, TG G IBE G RBAERE - -8 vi. BB HFE
1

variety /va'rawoti/ n. ZHE ;R B AL, BHfL

ranging /'remdziy/ n. HEF ;R IE v. #3);HE5 (range (9 ing B ;402K

Confucian /ken'fjufon/ adj. fLFH . HERK;FERFRB n. FBRAFEXFEE ;LW
1%

honorable /'anarabsl/ adj. Y&oE () ; AT 8L ; B 51

establish /1'stzeblif; e-/ vt. BESr; Q)0 ; %8

mentor /'men'tor/ n. ERHF.BMiEAK vi. 55

influence /'infloens/ n. W ; & J7; BiL ; B R WM AL FE

represent /repri'zent/ vt. UK ;R ; % ; M2 BWE vi. ;2 H 7

freshness /'frefnis/ n. #r; St 5 P 6

spontaneity /ispanta'nemrtt/ n. H &M ; HR K 4E

genre /'sonro/ n. A P IRER B TROR s XUA 1)

lyrical /'lirtk(2)1/ adj. ¥4 VR A 0 B & 19 F 06 B 0

approach /a'prout]/ n. Ji¥k;feHEr

based on Pf-«---- B0

starting off gz Bk

seck after J8K; &K

all over the world 4t J&, 54 Hb Y

lead a peaceful life it & & i 4: 1%

come upon E3K ; Ay e 1 fHH s R P24

no longer A
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Notes to the text,

1. He led a peaceful life and had not produced any strikingly outstanding works , but
people still enjoy the charm , cultivate a taste for Chinese art , and draw inspiration from
his balanced , full-bodied , easy-flowing, simple, and pure works of art .

“full-bodied” and “easy-flowing” are compound words in form of adjective + past
participle , more examples: new-born, clean-washed, etc.

“full-bodied” and “easy-flowing” A JE %5 il + i 25 4 i8] JE X 449 o8 A4 & B im0 » 5 1L 461 -7
>4 : new-born, clean-washed %,

2. He was born in Xiangtan Hunan and grew up in a family of low-income
background . '

“low-income” is a compound word in form of adjective + noun, more examples:
deep-sea, first-class, present-moment, etc. ,

“low-income” M IE 25 1] + 44 i) JE XM i & 1A, KB+ K . deep-sea, first-class,
present-moment 5§,

3. He first studied the “Manual of the Mustard Seed Garden” and used performers,
mainly opera , for models to practice his work .

“Manual of the Mustard Seed Garden”, a manual on landscape painting, published
in China.

(3% el i % ) , SRR ST bl i 4% ) , oo () o vk L, A T VSR . WARF B SRS
G EENEIT R I REER AR ER=AH(EE. EF . T8 . W
1613 SR S Rz e, B LA bR 4 2 o o i SRR o i A R

Questions to help comprehension and appreciation,

1. What makes Qi Baishi a widely known artist in China, though he had not produced
any strikingly outstanding works?

What was Qi Baishi’s childhood like?

How did Qi Baishi practice his work?

What was Qi Baishi known for by the time of the fall of the Qing dynasty?

What had Qi Baishi learnt from his traveling in his forties?

DO W N

What was Qi Baishi’s attitude toward traditional art works and culture?
Discussion.

1. What are Qi Baishi’s contributions to the Chinese painting?
2. Analyze the distinguishing features in Qi Baishi’s paintings and please give examples.

3. How well have you been inspired by Qi Baishi’s paintings?
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ymplete the following sentences with the correct form of the words and

phrases supplied below,

0 N O W N

o

produce; outstanding; come upon; pose; base on; seek after; honorable;

no longer
He has his own sports magazine.
The boy who won the scholarship was a quite student.
Mister Ashe taught his son the importance of leading a/an life.
Don’t you believe what he said? His story is nothing.
I an old friend in the street today.
For me, it means that I have to take all the decisions for him.
Before going into their meeting the six foreign ministers for photographs.
Different men happiness in different ways and by different means and so

make for themselves different modes of life.

‘omplete the following sentences with the most likely answer.
. There were lots of participants from : in that sense it was international.
A. worldwide B. on earth
C. global D. all over the world
. Even without a great deal of money, this young couple still happy
A. lead a, life B. leads a, lives
C. led a, live D. lead a, living
. It was yesterday that she remembered her appointment with the doctor.
A. until B. not until C. by D. in
. The island offers such a wide scenery and wildlife.
A. various B. varieties C. various of D. variety of
. Everybody wants to go for a wonderful hike and with fresh air.
A. begin B. start off C. goon D. starting
. Children need to know how to defend oneself, how to relationships
a group.
A. establish, in B. build, at C. setup, among D. start, for
. Most of students in school him chairman of the Student Union.
A. picking B. elected C. vote to D. selects
. The parents their children for their academic performance.
A. scold B. praised C. worship D. envy
. Berry’s contribution and excellent performance are highly and appreciated

by the company.

A. identify B. recognized C. spots D. confirm

1



