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Preface

In 2013, on the occasion of the National Palace Museum's "The All Complete Qianlong:
A Special Exhibition on the Aesthetic Tastes of the Qing Emperor Gaozong," [ was already
contemplating plans for a major display about Qianlong's successor, the Jiaging emperor (also known
as Emperor Renzong), to serve as the first special exhibition after the opening of the Southern Branch
of the National Palace Museum. "Lord Jiaqing's Journey to Taiwan" is a legend that has long taken
root in Taiwanese society. As the tale goes, the Jiaging emperor while still prince traveled to Taiwan,
and many places in south central Taiwan said to have been visited by Lord Jiaqing became renowned

as a result.

The Southern Branch of the National Palace Museum is situated in Chiayi, which just so
happens to be the birthplace of this tale. Research has discovered a Chinese report dated to the
equivalent of 6 August 1905 in the Japanese newspaper, The Taiwan Daily News (published in Taiwan's
Japanese colonial days), with the following details: "The north, south, east, and west corners of the
Chiayi city wall have tall and majestic towers offering grand views. It is reported that in the Qianlong
reign, during the Lin Shuangwen Rebellion, the Jiaqing emperor while still prince came on an
inspection tour of Taiwan and stayed in Chiayi, so he had the grandest wall tower in all of Taiwan
built there, the locals calling it 'Prince Tower." The report uses the term "reported" because the tale
already had a long history by that time. Research, however, has uncovered absolutely no evidence that
the Jiaging emperor, either before or after assuming the throne, visited Taiwan. So where did this story

come from? What are its origins?

As someone who has always been curious about Qing history, I gathered several of my colleagues
to discuss this issue and thereafter formed a curatorial team to deliberate on how to curate an exhibit
on the legend and bring artifacts of the Jiaging reign to the Southern Branch of the National Palace
Museum for people to learn more about and appreciate. Another important reason for creating this
exhibit is that the National Palace Museum has a rich collection of objects related to the Jiaging
reign, making for an ideal follow-up to the Museum's special exhibitions on "Emperor Ch'ien-lung's
Grand Cultural Enterprise" (2002), "Harmony and Integrity: The Yongzheng Emperor and His Times"
(2009), "Emperor Kangxi and the Sun King Louis XIV: Sino-Franco Encounters in Arts and Culture"
(2011), and the aforementioned "The All Complete Qianlong: A Special Exhibition on the Aesthetic
Tastes of the Qing Emperor Gaozong," which focus on the three emperors of the High Qing. So
the question was, "How could we complement the opening of the Southern Branch, connect it with
this widespread tale among the people of Taiwan, and continue in the footsteps of these four popular
exhibitions on the Kangxi, Yongzheng, and Qianlong emperors by developing one on the Jiaqing
emperor?" This was the original motivation behind "Lord Jiaging and the Journey to Taiwan: A Special

Exhibition on Cultural Artifacts of the Qing Emperor Renzong."

Last year (2015) marked the ninetieth anniversary for the founding of the National Palace

Museum and the opening of ten major exhibitions at its Southern Branch. That was when I formally



