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Introduction to City Rail Service

PRELUDE

Urban rail transit is a term for various types of local rail systems providing
passenger service within and around urban or suburban areas. The set of urban rail
systems can be roughly subdivided into the following categories: tram (or streetcar,
trolley car), light rail, metro (rapid transit, underground, subway, tube), maglev train

and so on.

OBJECTIVES

In this unit, you will:

< learn different kinds of urban rail transit;

< learn about the metro system in Guangzhou, China and the world’s metro
systems; .

< learn some useful expressions for talking about subway trips;

< enhance your presentation skill by working out a presentation on world’s

metro systems.
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Section I Warm-up

I. Can you match the English terms for different kinds of urban rail
transit with the corresponding picture?
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D subway
@ maglev train
@ streetcar
@ light rail
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Il . How many of these rail transportation have you ever taken? Can you
tell the differences between them?

Section I Passage Reading

In this section, you will learn about metro systems and the development of

metro systems in China.

Metro System

A rapid transit, underground, subway, tube, or metro system is a railway—
usually in an urban area—with high passenger capacities and frequency of service.

In most parts of the world these systems are known as a “metro” which is short
for “metropolitan”. The term “subway” is used in many American systems as well
as in Glasgow, Britain and Toronto, Canada. The system in London uses the terms
“underground” and “tube”. Systems in Germany are called “U-Bahn”, which stands
for “untergrundbahn” (underground track). Many systems in East and Southeast
Asia such as Taipei, Chian and Singapore are called MRT which stands for Mass
Rapid Transit.

Today China boasts both the world’s longest and second longest metro systems.
Out of the Top 10 busiest metro systems in the world, 4 of them are in China. The
first subway in China was built in Beijing in 1969. The Tianjin Metro followed in
1984. The Shanghai Metro despite being the world’s longest only started operating
in 1993. Since 2000, the growth of rapid transit systems in Chinese cities has
accelerated. From 2009 to 2015, China planned to build 87 mass transit rail lines,
totaling 2,495 km, in 25 cities at the cost of ¥ 988.6 billion. Of the new metro
systems to be built by 2015, 16% will be in the Pearl River Delta, 25% in the
Yangtze River Delta and 24% in the Beijiag—Tianjin;Hebei Region. Currently up
to 21 cities in China have metro systems in operation while a lot more subways are

under construction or have been planned in Chinese cities.

|oos.
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Vocabulary

transit ['treenzit] n. BHY, EW ALK

tube ['tju:b] n. (H3eh) TaiE, ek; &, £F, 8T
boast [baust] V. WA, AE mBE, oo AR
accelerate  [ok'selorert] v. Hatk, 4R, Heik

operation  [ppa'reifn]  n. Zg, iB54F, 2%

subway [sabwer] n. (US) TFéid, ik

metro ['metrau] n. WoTF4kiE, Wk

Pearl River Delta RL= M

Yangtze River Delta Kix =AM

Beijiag—Tianjin—Hebei Region 7 & ¥ [X

under construction T

Exercises

1. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F)
according to the passage.

( ) 1. Metro systems are usually built in suburban areas.

( ) 2. All countries do not use the same term to refer to a metro system.

{ ) 3. China has the longest metro system while America has the second
longest.

( ) 4. In China, all metro systems are built in the Pearl River Delta,

Yangtze River Delta and the Jingjinji region whose economy is
developing fast.

( ) 5. More metro systems will be built in China.

L. Give brief answers to the following questions.

1. What are the two features of metro systems?

2. How do the British call a metro system?
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3. When and where was the first metro system built in China?

4. In how many cities are subways operated currently in China?

5. Is China building and planning more metro systems?

Il. Discussion

Talk to your partner. You may ask him/her the following questions:
< Dé you often take the subway?

< Which subway station is nearest to your home?

< Have you ever travelled by metro in other cities?

< How do you like the metro system in other cities?

Section [ Dialogues

In this section, you will hear two dialogues. In Dialogue 1, you will learn to
give instructions on taking the subway. In Dialogue 2, you will learn to talk about

experience of subway trips.

I . Listen and supply the missing words. Then listen and repeat.

Situation: Daisy has just entered Panyu Square Station and she ‘is now at the
Customer Service Center, asking for the way to Pazhou Station.
Daisy: Excuse me, could you please tell me how to get to Pazhou
Station from here?
Conductor: Sure. First you’ll have to buy a ticket to (1) on the

subway. The Pazhou Station is on Line 8, so you’ll have to

[oos
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(2) . It costs 8 yuan.

Daisy: And after I buy the ticket, where should I go?

Conductor‘: First take train Line 3 from here, and then you’ll have to transfer
to Line 8 at Kecun, which is an (3) . After you transfer,
take the Line 8 train which is (4) Wanshengwei
Station.

Daisy: So I should take Line 3 and get off at Kecun. Then I transfer to
Line 8 and (5) Pazhou Station.

Conductor: Yes. That is right.
Daisy: Thank you very much.

Conductor: It’s my pleasure.

Il. Suppose you and your partner are now in Hanxichanglong Station of

Guangzhou Metro. Your partner needs to go to Martyrs’ Park Station (Zumiao
Station). You Should tell him/her how to get there.

Dialbgue 2

Listen to the dialogue and decide whether the following sentences are “right”,
“wrong” or “not mentioned”.
Situation: Mary has just made a subway trip. She is now talking about her

experience in the subway with her friend Robin.

1. Mary enjoyed herself during the subway trip.

A. Right. B. Wrong. C. Not mentioned.
2. Mary went into the train all on her own.

A. Right. B. Wrong. C. Not mentioned.
3. Mary was lucky to find a seat in the train.

A. Right. B. Wrong. C. Not mentioned.
4. Mary got off at the Bridge Station as she had planned.

A. Right. B. Wrong. C. Not mentioned.



