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Preface

In the history of China, Dazu Grottoes can be traced back almost 1,000 years; it is as famous as Dunhuang Grottoes. For
me, Dazu is not just a famous tourist attraction, it is my birthplace and hometown. Among all China’s grottoes, the magnificent carv-
ings in Dazu Grottoes are renowned for their large size and high artistic value. Dazu Grottoes originated in the late Tang Dynasty
(875-907) and reached its peak during the Northem and Southern Song Dynasties (960-1279). Most of the stone carvings in Dazu
are Buddhist statues, but there are also Confucius and Taoist statues; they are all outstanding examples of China's later period
stone carvings; the carvings vividly show the personalities of the subjects, high carving technique and deep understanding of art.
The artistic style of carvings in Dazu Grottoes has very close link to daily life. The statues of the Buddha reflect the characteristics
of normal people and vaguely represent the trend of Chinese religions developing “mutual assimilation” from “mutual confrontation”.

The cliff-side statues in Buddhist Bay of North Mountain began during the Tang Dynasty(618-907), number 5,000 along the
500-meter cliff. Seen from faraway, the caves are beehives. Baoding Caves is a large-scale Tantrict Buddhist site in China. The
statues there extensively expound Buddhist philosophy and show the characteristics of the Song Dynasty’s Buddhist philosophy.
The statues in Shizhuan Mountain are carved on the front side of the cliff, which is 130 meters long and 3 to 8 meters high. The
statues there are rarely seen in other grottoes of China and are a typical combination of Buddhism, Tacism and Confucianism. Shi-
men Caves, begun during the Northem Song Dynasty, has 12 statues carved on the front face of the 71.8 meter-long cliff. Formerly,
there was an ancient temple atop Miaogao Mountain. The statues there were carved during the Song Dynasty; Miaogao Caves is
very precious because it is the typical combination of Buddhism, Confucianism and Taoism. The statues in Southern Mountain are
Taoist carvings; a few of them were carved during the Ming and Qing Dynasties (1368-1911). There are altogether 15 caves in the
cliff and most of them are Taoist carvings. Southern Mountain Caves boast the most Taoist stone statues among China's grottoes.
The Taoist statues there are also the most concentrated and represent the most complete Taoist sects.

Yu Huiying
January 2016
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North Pagoda of North Mountain

North Pagoda is located on Longgang Mountain in Dazu District, Chongaing City. It was built
between 1148 and 1155 AD during the Southern Song Dynasty(1127-1279). The pagoda's main
structure of bricks has 8 sides and 12 stories; the pagoda is more than 30 meters high. There are many
sculptures on its interior and exterior walls. Entwining dragons and wairriors are carved on the 8 corner
columns of the first floor; the Buddha, Bodhisattvas, laymen, flowers rees, rarely seen in other brick
pagodas, are carved on the exterior wall.
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Two Statues of the
Buddha at North Pa-
goda of North Moun-
tain
The two statues of the
Buddha outside North
Mountain Temple
were carved during
the late Tang Dynasty
(875-907). Intricately
carved and deco-

rated, they are rare
Buddhist art freasures.
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Buddhist Bay of North Mountain

The Buddhist Bay of North Mountain is located in the North Mountain Cliffside Inscription Scenic Site.
There are almost ten thousand statues here mostly made between the end of the ? century AD
and the middle of 12 century, the period between the late Tang, Five Dynasties, Northern Song and
Southern Song.
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Statue of Wei Junjing of North Mountain

The statue of Wei Junjing was created in the Buddhist Bay of North Mountain during the Tang
Dynasty (875-907). It is said that Wei Junjing is the one who proposed making the North Mountain
Cliffside Inscription.




