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Friendship, once described by Aristotle as “a single soul dwelling in
two bodies”, is still highly valued in the modern society. The follow-
ing articles render an insight into friendship and offer some practi-

cal tips as to how to win friendship and maintain it.

Text 1 Aristotle on Frfendship

Text2 How to Make People Like You ”

Text 3 €nd of the Friendship
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Friendship is a kind of virtue, or im-
plies virtue, and it is also most necessary
for living. Nobody would choose to live
without friends even if he had all the other
good things. There are, however, not a
few divergent views about friendship.
Some hold that it is a matter of similarity
that our friends are those who are like
ourselves; others take the contrary view.

There are three kinds of friendship,
that of utility, that of pleasure and that of
the good.

Friendship based on utility. Util-
ity is an impermanent thing: it changes
according to circumstances. So with the
disappearance of the ground for
friendship, the friendship also breaks up,
because that was what kept it alive.
Friendships of this kind seem to occur
most frequently between the elderly
(because at their age what they want is not
pleasure but utility) and those in middle
or early life who are pursuing their own
advantage. Such persons do not spend
much time together, because sometimes
they do not even like one another, and

therefore feel no need of such an associa-

Text 1
l.lnlt On.

Aristotie on Friendship

tion unless they are mutually useful. For
they take pleasure in each other’s company
only in so far as they have hopes of advan-
tage from it. Friendships with foreigners
are generally included in this class.
Friendship based on pleasure.
Friendship between the young is thought
to be grounded on pleasure, because the
lives of the young are regulated by their
feelings, and their chief interest is in their
own pleasure and the opportunity of the
moment. With advancing years, however,
their tastes change too, so that they are
quick to make and to break friendships,
because their affection changes just as the
things that please them do and this sort of
pleasure changes rapidly. Also the young
are apt to fall in love, for erotic friendship
is for the most part swayed by the feelings
and based on pleasure. That is why they
fall in and out of friendship quickly, chang-
ing their attitude often within the same day.
But the young do like to spend the day
and live together, because that is how they
realize the object of their friendship.
Perfect friendship based on

goodness. Only the friendship of those



who are good, and similar in their goodness,
is perfect. For these people each alike wish
good for the other qua good, and they are
good themselves. And it is those who de-
sire the good of their friends for the friends’
sake that are most truly friends, because
each loves the other for what he is, and not
for any incidental quality. Accordingly the
friendship of such men lasts so long as they
remain good; and goodness is an enduring
quality. Also each party is good both abso-
lutely and for his friend, since the good are
both good absolutely and useful to each
other. Similarly they please one another
too; for the good are pleasing both abso-
lutely and to each other, because everyone
is pleased with his own conduct and con-
duct that resembiles it, and the conduct of
good men is the same or similar. Friend-
ship of this kind is permanent, reasonably
enough, because in it are united all the at-
tributes that friends ought to possess. For
all friendship has as its object something
good or pleasant — either absolutely or
relatively to the person who feels the af-
fection — and is based on some similarity
between the parties. But in this friendship

all the qualities that we have mentioned

Comprehension exercise

belong to the friends themselves, because
in it there is similarity, etc.; and what is
absolutely good is also absolutely pleasant;
and these are the most lovable qualities.
Therefore it is between good men that
both love and friendship are chiefly found
and in the highest form.

That such friendships are rare is
natural, because men of this kind are few.
And in addition they need time and
intimacy; for as the saying goes, you can-
not get to know each other until you have
eaten salt together. Nor can one man ac-
cept another, or the two become friends,
until each has proved to the other that he
is worthy of love, and so won his trust.
Those who are quick to make friendly ad-
vances to each other have the desire to be
friends, but they are not unless they are
worthy of love and know it. The wish for
friendship develops rapidly, but friendship

does not.

(737 words)

Target reading time 6’5"
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Complete the following summary with words given in the text.

Admitting that there are quite a few divergent views about friendship, Aristotle describes it in

a broad sense and divides it into three categories, grounded on

ness respectively. The first two kinds of relationship are 2

1 , pleasure and good-
while the last one is long-

Text 1
Unit One



lasting because people falling into the former categories take pleasure in each other’s company
either in the hope of pursuing their own 3 or out of their own tastes or affection
while the people of the latter group love each other not for any incidental quality but for an

-+ quality, goodness. Nevertheless, the perfect friendship does not develop rapidly for

there are few virtuous men and its formation also needs time and 5 .
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