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A living environment, in which people can not only
enjoy the natural landscape but also experience nostalgia,
may be people’s most simple demand for human settlements,
It is also an important part of the “Chinese Dream” of the
Party and state leaders, How to create better human
settlements? How to build greener and more sustainable
human settlements in the transformation of China’s
development to “New Normal”? These are the topics that
urban and regional planners must face and study thoroughly.

With the “Sciences and History of Human Settlements”
as the theme, this issue invited Prof. WU Liangyong to write
a feature article entitled “Brief Review and Prospect on the
Sciences of Human Settlements ”. Starting from the
disciplinary system that consists of Architecture, Urban &
Rural Planning, and Landscape Architecture, this article
explores the main scientific value and social significance of
the Sciences of Human Settlements which goes beyond
disciplinary boundaries toward the integration of greater
science, greater humanity, and greater art. It particularly
emphasizes that, in addition to focusing on the spatial entity
that is made up of natural, social, human, housing,
supporting network, and other elements, the creation of
better human settlements should also pay attention to the

application of meteorological, geological, transportation, as
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well as the increasingly widely used computer knowledge, so
as to deal with the rapid economic growth, high-speed
urbanization, fragile ecological system, and global climate

change.
The “Human Settlement Study of China in the New

Data Environment” written by LONG Ying et al. , puts

forward a big data-driven tool for urban and regional

quantitative research (it can be called a “big model” ), and

conducts multi-dimensional study on China's human

settlements from the perspectives of micro-level basic data
construction, urban space development, urban spatial
ecological and environmental system analysis,

ete. The

structure,
response from urban planning and design,
“Urbanization Quality and Level of China’s County-Level
Cities” written by YU Taofang , using urban human capital
data and employment data in the national census, measures
the spatial feature of urbanization quality in China’s county-
level cities, summarizes the types of driving forces for
urbanization quality, and reveals the changes of urbanization
quality in China during 2000-2010 and the relationship
between these changes and the change of urbanization level in
China. The * Effects

Transportation Energy Consumption and Air Pollution —

of Compact City Form on
Focusing on the Major Cities in Korea” written by PARK
Juhee,

quantitatively analyzes the morphological features of the

taking 48 Korean cities as research objects,

compact cities of Korea in terms of urban density, layout of

central area, spatial distribution pattern, intensity and
mixedness of land use, transport structure, economic level,
etc., and attaches special importance to the urban transport

energy consumption and CO), emission impacts in the global
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change. The “Spatial Definition of Chang’an Region of the
Tang Dynasty Based on Activity Analysis”, written by GUO
Lu, studies the human settlements in ancient capital by
restoring the activity space of the four types of population:
the emperor and nobilities, the common citizens, the official
and literati, and the religious people. The *Protection of
Historic and Cultural City in the Background of Climate
Change— A Case of Yinchuan™, written by HUO Xiaowei
et al., takes Yinchuan as an example to discuss the impacts
of climate and environment changes on the heritage system
and core value of historic and cultural cities.

The “Living Between Heaven and Earth—Research on
the Planning Theory of ‘ Modeling Heaven and Earth’ of
Chang’an City in the Han Dynasty” written by XU Bin,
based on historical documents and archaeological material,
tries to restore the sky structure and the layout of Chang’an
as the capital during the reign of Emperor Wu of the Han
Dynasty, revealing the planning thought of “heaven and
earth correspondence, time and space integration” and urban
construction concept of “dwelling in line with natural laws”.

Written by ZHOU Zhengxu,

Settlements Construction in Southern Dong Area of Guizhou

*A Study on Mountainous

Province " carries out cases study on mountainous

settlements located in counties of Liping, Congjiang,
Rongjiang, etc. in Southern Dong area of Guizhou Province,
and discusses the historical process of its settlements
migration, siting, early construction, and evolution, thereby
finding that a framework of settlements construction in “river
flat-mountain  valley-mountainside slope” since the Dong
ancestors’ early migration has been a featured settlement

system formed on the basis of survival adaptability.
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The “Global Perspectives” of this issue publishes a
document “New and Emerging Challenges on Sustainable
Urban Development — Progress since the Second United
Nations Conference on Human Settlements ( Habitat [[) ",
aiming to help readers to acquire further knowledge of the
process of human settlements activity in worldwide scope and
the preparation work of Habitat [[. Moreover, this column
also includes “The Dynamics of Peri-Urbanization” written by
Joe RAVETZ et al., which explores the peri-urbanization
phenomena and its research achievements in the global and
European context,

TANG Xiaofeng et al. interprets WU Liangyong’s The
History of Chinese Human Settlements in a book review
entitled “ Abundant

Distinctive Characteristics of Civilization”, demonstrating that

Contents of Human Settlements,
the book not only builds a theoretical system but also has
distinct uniqueness and thus can be regarded as a new
milestone in the research achievements during the construction
of a scientific system of China’s human settlements.

The next issue is about rural planning, and we hope

to have your continued attention.
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Brief Review and Prospect on the Sci-
ences of Human Settlements

WU Liangyong
(School of Architecture, Tsinghua University,
Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract The Sciences of Human Settle-
ments was generated in the context of the
common pursuit of housing and human
settlements worldwide after the World
War [, as well as the demand for the
transformation of urban and rural devel-
opment pattern after the reform and
opening-up in China. With Architecture,
Urban &. Rural Planning, and Landscape
Architecture as three leading disciplines,
the Sciences of Human Settlements en-
courages collision and resfructuring of
different disciplines. The development of
the Sciences of Human Settlements as a
comprehensive integration of science, hu-
manities, and art should be treated from
the perspectives of national strategy and
action plan beyond disciplinary bounda-
ries. The academic development path
with Chinese characteristics is the future
direction for the Sciences of Human Set-
tlements.

Keywords The Science of Human Settle-
ment; academic development; Chinese char-
acteristics
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