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Preface ux=

As the world is undergoing rapid urbanisation and demands
for good housing in cities soar, we are looking for residential
environments where we can take refuge from our intense
and hectic lifestyle. This enticing book is a window to diverse
range of community landscape design creating exceptional
living environments across the globe addressing this need
of high-quality housing. Filled with exciting images from
projects designed by renowned international firms this book
is a visual treat for all professionals, students and design
lovers. Showcasing ways to choreograph unique experiences
in residential developments it gives us a comprehensive
portrait of inspiring landscape projects worldwide. This
stimulating book is divided broadly into three sections — high-
rise residential tower landscape, mid-rise residential block
landscape and the low-rise villa landscape as each category
has its unique landscape character. The high-rise residential
blocks are increasingly integrating vertical green features
as part of facade with sky decks and terrace gardens. Open
spaces incorporating all the community facilities are generally
on decks with parking below. In contrast, the landscape
feel in mid-rise residential block developments is more of
being in a courtyard environment. Very often roof gardens
become another space for community interaction in this
form of development as allotment gardens and urban farms.
The landscape design for villa development with its low-rise
architecture has its own intimate feel and character. With
private gardens, leafy streets and community greens it is a
delicate interplay of finer texture and scale evoking its unique
charm and sense of place. Bringing all these disparate design
approaches together under one comprehensive volume
makes this book a stimulating and inspiring journey through
the world of contemporary residential landscape.

Landscape design for residential developments is becoming
increasingly diverse in its scale and ambition. Due to
advancement of technology and blurring of work-life
boundary, our home as a refuge is increasingly becoming
crucial in fostering our well being. Hence designers are
moving towards creating oasis like spaces where residential
developments are conceived with lavish pools and extensive
gardens. As a result, new outdoor experiences integrating art
and culture are staring to evolve as the boundary between
indoor and outdoor spaces blur. Landscape design is unique
in many senses. The key tool for creating spaces remains
the use of plants that grows and changes with time. The

dynamic plant cycle with its colour and texture mixed with
hardscape elements give landscape architects a vibrant set
of materials to play with. Water with its various forms adds
fluidity and reflection as well as calmness and movement.
Lighting at night adds its own drama. Equipped with these
tools landscape architects can create a unique and dramatic
experiences in projects where culture, context, sustainability
and budget form some of the key parameters.

The beautifully articulated projects in the book demonstrate
how landscape architects integrate these parameters in their
projects. For example, Shma's SUMMER project near Bangkok
is a stunning choreography of art, architecture and nature. It
is a landscape where context of sea is abstracted in a series
of unique geometrical forms to create a dramatic experience.
Linking culture and context in abstract form is demonstrated
in the sublime design of Trop’s Baan Sansuk development.
Here the interplay between rocks and boulders with water
create a grand setting for the residential courtyard. Another
project that beautifully integrates the context of water in
its physicality is Rolfsbukta in Oslo, Norway by Bjorbekk and
Lindhelm where water is brought into the site through a canal
connected to the bay. Sustainability plays a dominant role
and becomes a big driver for projects like The Neo Bankside
in London by Gillespies and Block 32 at Rino, Denver by
studioINSITE. Both the projects generate unique character by
using native planting and fostering local biodiversity. In Block
32 the installations integrated with solar panels as sculptural
elements no doubt form a playful response to the project’s
location within the art district.

Creating compelling public spaces with limited budget
for social housing projects is always a challenge. However
projects like Exemplary Social Housing Project in Munich by
Irene Burkhart Landscape Architects and 209 Guadabajaque
Council Housing in Jerez de la Frontera, Spain by Acta Sim,
Manuel Narvaez Perez and Fernando Visedo Manzanares show
how simple and sensitive approach to design can create great
community landscape for residents to enjoy. Inclusion of
exemplary social housing landscape projects in this book is no
coincidence as large population migrates to cities and look for
affordable housing. Undoubtedly social housing landscape
will be one of the key areas for future landscape design.
Another new avenue of residential design will stem from the
aging population. A design that is sensitive, imaginative and



community focused will be the key in fulfilling user aspiration.
Designers need to consider the aspects of safety, materiality
and accessibility to generate a holistic living environment for
the elderly.

In order to address global environmental issues as more
regulation and certification will be required, landscape design
as a whole will also evolve accordingly. One example will be
the extensive use of roof gardens — spaces for both gardening
and farming. We will increasingly see building facades,
especially in high-rise buildings with more green walls in
form of vertical greening. In a dense urban condition the roof
gardens along with the green fagades will evolve as elevated
ecological network integrating landscape, architecture, art
and engineering. As new ideas emerge and how we design
community spaces evolve, our role as landscape architects
will become more important than ever.

So watch the space!

Viraj Chatterjee

B Arch (Hons), MLA (Distinction),

CMLI, MCA, AllA

Founder and Design Principal, ONE landscape

Assistant Professor of Landscape Architecture, Hong Kong
University
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Location: Bangkok, Thailand
Completion: 2013

Design: Shma Company Limited
Photography: Mr. Pirak Anurakyawachon
Area: 9,982 sgm
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The project is located at famous seaside town called Hua Hin which is situated
about 300 km south of Bangkok. The site is in irregular shape of approximately
9,982 square metres. The main landscape area is surrounded by an L shape building
where it leaves the other 2 sides visually connected with the nearby private garden.
Since the site is situated far away from the beach and half of the residential units
cannot receive sea view, the landscape design strategy is to create landscape
that not only functions as an outdoor hideaway space but also reflects “Seascape”
atmosphere as the residents would feel closer to the sea.

In other words, the design concept derives from the “sea bubble” which occurs once
the wave roll over the shores. The bubbles come in various size and none of them
are looking the same. The designers conceptually use the bubble form to generate
the overall design. The landscape space is divided into two: swimming pool and
garden. The pool is located at the higher level next to the building while garden
is next to the wall next to private villas. The large water body of the pool covers
50% of the landscape area and spans across the whole length of building edge,
providing a direct pool access of all ground floor units. It also contains various water
related activities within this surface from 25 m lap pool, children pool, shallow pool,
submerge pool deck with bubble water jet and Jacuzzi, to sunken cabana. With
this unique curved shape of pool edge, it provides not only the ultimate setting for
each activities but also a better functioning space for garden level which is lowered
by 450 mm. The overflowing water at the pool edge creates a tranquil fluid sound
ambience for the whole landscape area. At the garden, bubble shape becomes a
primary form in generating spaces which composed of stepping stone, planters,
lawn, gravel beds and cabanas.

There are 3 cabanas in cylindrical shape range in various heights from 4 to 5 metres
which are nicely placed between the pool curvatures and become main focal points
from all directions. One of the cabana is the pavilion to provide certain privacy
for Jacuzzi zone while the other 2 are daybed and seating area which are only
accessible from the garden level. The shape of the cabana and the pattern of the
trellis are also inspired from “Sea Wave". A series of 30 mm diameter of linear tubes
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were bended to create curve lines at difference heights. As a
result, the subtle rhythm of cabana shells exposes a unique
light and shadow play. With its forms and white coloured
structure of Trellis, it contrasts with dark green backdrop of the
garden behind so it emphasises itself as a sculpture during the
day and lanterns at night, with series of up lights that were
integrated at each steel tubes.

The colour palette of hard-scape and soft-cape elements here
is in neutral and light pastel colour composition. It is to create
a calm and serene atmosphere for this hideaway place while
giving a wide open feeling to the overall space.

This landscape space is the designer’s interpretation of the
"Seascape” for the hideaway of modern living.
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