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From Oral History to Public History: in the Perspective of Discipline Development

©  Wang Yuying

Abstract.

For oral history of China. discipline development is important for its route and future. Although some

scholars have paid attention. there is still not an academic system of theory and practice. From the view of the
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same characters of oral history and public history, public history should be helpful for oral history as a discipline.
Firsts both public history and oral history emphasize the introspection and reconstruction of traditional history and
use of new historical materials: Second, from collection of historicalmaterials to analysis and writing. both have
public quality. Third. the two subjects are in academic discussion of theory. practice and interpretation. In
conclusion. there is complex relationship between oral history and public history, and multiple subject views of
historic analysiss memory research, cultural studies and communication research are crucial to promote their
development.,
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