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Chapter One

CHAPTER ONE

The Dashwood family had long been settled in
Sussex, in southeastern England. They lived in a grand
home at Norland Park, and owned quite a bit of land.
The Dashwoods were a respectable family that had
lived on the land for generations. The owner of this
land was a single man, who had lived alone for many
years with his sister. But after she died, nearly ten
years before he did, he often invited his nephew, Mr.
Henry Dashwood, to come live with him. The old man
then decided that, upon his death, he would give his
nephew the land and his great home, but told his
nephew that he must give the land and home to his son,
upon his own death. The old man lived quite happily,
and grew to love his nephew and his wife dearly, as
they treated him quite well, with love and respect.

Mr. Henry Dashwood had one son, John, with this wife
before she died. After some time, he married a kind woman,
and they had three daughters. The son, a calm, respectable
young man, had a great fortune that was given to him
by his mother. His own wife, as well, was quite a wealthy

woman, so receiving the land at Norland Park was not
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[ Sense and Sensibility

a great addition to his wealthy fortune. His half sisters,
however, had very little fortune for themselves, as their
father had little more than the land he owned, before it
was given to his son after his death. Their mother, as
well, had no fortune to offer the girls, either.

Just before Mr. Henry Dashwood died, he requested
that his son, John Dashwood, promise him to care for his
new mother and his half-sisters. The son then decided
to give a present of one thousand pounds to each of
his sisters. He would now be receiving four thousand
pounds a year from the land he would soon receive, in
addition to his present income, besides the remaining
half of his own mother’s fortune. This idea made him
feel more generous to his half-sisters. “Yes, I will give
them three thousand pounds, and it will be generous
and handsome! It will give them freedom from money
worries. Three thousand pounds! I can allow myself
to give them such a great amount, although it will
cause me a bit of inconvenience,” he thought to
himself. He thought with pride about his generous
decision to give his sisters the three thousand pounds,
and he did not regret that decision.

Soon after his father’s funeral was over, young Mr.
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Chapter One

John Dashwood, along with his wife and child, arrived
at Norland Park, and announced to Mrs. Henry Dashwood
and her three daughters that they would be moving in.
The young couple told the mother and daughters that
the four were allowed to stay at Norland Park until they
were able to find a new home of their own. The mother-
in-law and daughters were quite upset with Mrs. John
Dashwood’s impolite behavior. The home, indeed, now
belonged to her and her husband, after Mr. Henry’s
death, but the mother-in-law was quite upset with such
inappropriate and unfeeling behavior towards them,
who had just lost their father and husband. Her husband’s
family never liked Mrs. John Dashwood, as she was
always cold and bitter towards them, and this act only
worsened their opinion of her.

The emotional mother-in-law was quite upset with
her Mrs. John Dashwood’s behavior, and wished to leave
the place immediately. However, her oldest daughter,
Elinor, explained calmly that they could not leave yet,
as they had no other home to move to. She told her
mother that they should begin looking for another home
immediately, indeed, but must wait until they found an

appropriate home, near Norland Park, of course. Her
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[ Sense and Sensibility

mother then agreed to remain living with her disliked
daughter-in-law, as she cared so deeply for her three
girls and their happiness.

Elinor, the oldest daughter, who had persuaded
her mother to remain in the home for a short time, had
a calm character that guided her spirit. She was quite
reasonable and mature at the age of nineteen. For this
reason, she was able to give her mother such advice
and be respected. Her mother was quite different from her
first child in that she was passionate and unexpected,
just as her second daughter was, as well. Elinor had
an excellent heart and strong feelings, but she knew
how to handle such passionate emotions better than her
mother and sisters. Her mother had not yet learned
this, and her younger sister did not wish to learn.

Marianne, the second daughter, had excellent
abilities, just as Elinor did. She was clever, but too eager in
‘all her emotions; her sadness and her happiness were both
extreme. She was generous, friendly and interesting, but
never sensible or careful. She was quite like her mother.

Elinor noticed her sister’s extreme sensibility with
a great deal of concern. To their mother, however,

Marianne’s sensibility and strong emotions were



Chapter One

appreciated . Marianne and her mother encouraged each
other in their passionate feelings. They experienced the
loss of their father and their home with great sadness
and emotion. Elinor, too, was deeply hurt, but she could
manage her pain in a much more modest way. She could
speak with her brother about business matters and
greet her sister-in-law without being impolite.

Margaret, the youngest sister, was a friendly girl,
but watched her older sister, Marianne, carefully, and
grew to have strong emotions, as well, although she was

only thirteen, and had much to learn.
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[ Sense and Sensibility

CHAPTER TWO

Mrs. John Dashwood now declared herself to be
the mistress of Norland, and her mother and sisters-in-
law were now treated as visitors. John Dashwood treated
them kindly, and explained that they were welcome to
live at Norland with himself, his wife, and their child
until they could find a proper home for themselves.
His stepmother, having no other place to live, accepted,
but was quite eager to find another home nearby to
move to.

She was content, however, to continue living in
the home that had brought her so much joy. She was,
thus quite happy to remember her gentle husband, but
such memories brought a great deal of pain, as well.
When Mrs. Dashwood was cheerful, no other person could
be more so, but when she was upset, no other on earth
could be as sad and disturbed as she. Mrs. Dashwood
really had no calm emotions, and felt everything with
extreme emotion.

Mrs. John Dashwood did not approve of her husband’s
decision to give each of his sisters one thousand pounds.
She often told her husband that giving his half-sisters

6



Chapter Two

such a great amount of money would be robbing his
own child of his future wealth. Besides, his sisters were
only his half-sisters, being that his father had married
Mrs. Dashwood after his own mother had died. Therefore,
they were hardly related.

“It was my father’s last request to me,” replied her
husband, “that I should assist his wife and daughters.”

“He did not know what he was talking of, as he
was near death, and could not think correctly. Otherwise,
he would never have asked you to take part of your son’s
fortune away from him.”

“He did not ask for a particular amount of money,
my dear Fanny. He only requested that I help make
their lives more comfortable, as he can no longer help
them. [ promised my father I would help them, so I
must help them when they leave Norland and settle in
a new home.”

“Well, please help them, but you do not have to
give them three thousand pounds. That money will never
be returned; what will our poor son do?”

“Yes, that amount of money would make quite a
difference, indeed. Perhaps, when our little Harry will -
have a large family some day and greatly need that

7



[l Sense and Sensibility

three thousand pounds.”
: “Yes, indeed.”

“Perhaps, then, it would be better for everyone if 1
gave each of the girls five hundred pounds, instead of
one thousand. Five hundred pounds would be a great
increase to their fortunes.”

“Oh, yes! You would be an excellent brother for it!
And, they are only half-sisters! They could not expect
to receive more than that!”

“They cannot think, then, that I have not helped
them to live in comfort.”

“Yes, if you believe that you are able to afford
that amount. Fifteen hundred pounds is still a great
deal of money.”

“Certainly, and I think I can afford to give them
five hundred pounds each. Without any more from me,
they will each have three thousand pounds when their
mother dies, which is a comfortable fortune for any
young woman.”

“It is a great fortune. Together, they will have
nearly ten thousand pounds; a great fortune, indeed.”

“That is true, and, therefore, I wonder if, perhaps,
I should instead give something to their mother, as the
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Chapter Two

inconvenient some years to give them one hundred, or
even fifty pounds.”

“I believe you are right, my love. It will be better
if I give them a present of fifty pounds when I have the
money to give them.”

“Indeed, and 1 believe your father did not know
you planned to give them money at all. The help he
thought of was only to help them move into a new
home. Your sisters and mother will be quite comfortable
with seven thousand pounds together. They will live so
cheap! They will have no carriage, no horses, and hardly
any servants.”

“I believe you are right. My father certainly meant
no more than what you said. I understand now. When
my mother moves to another house, I am no longer
responsible to care for them.”

“Certainly,” responded Mrs. John Dashwood,
satisfied with her husband’s decision.

TR

declare oneself to be... EASRE -
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