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Abstract

The International Criminal Court (ICC) is the first permanent and international
criminal judicial institution aimed to punishing individuals for committing core interna-
tional crimes ( crime of aggression, genocide, crimes against humanity, and war
crimes ). Its establishment and operation realizes the dream of mankind over a hundred
years since the Westphalia treaty, fills a gap in the enforcement mechanism of interna-
tional law, in particular international human rights and humanitarian law, expands the
scope of individual criminal responsibility under international law, strengthens the
force of international law, and promotes the rule of law in international community.
Therefore, it is a very significant event in international law, and is also a great mile-
stone in the development of modern international law.

East Asia is one of the cradles of international criminal law. The well — known In-
ternational Military Tribunal for the Far East was seated in this region. China, South
Korea and Japan condemn core international crimes, and have been actively supporting
the establishment of an impartial and independent permanent international criminal
court. This can be seen from their active participations in the 1998 Rome Diplomatic
Conference. All these three countries sent high — level delegations to attend the confer-
ence, made proposals and expressed their views and understandings on the draft stat-
ute. Although the votes of the Rome Statute by these three countries were different, the
process of participating in the Conference indicated that they took the Conference very
seriously. However, the positions of these three countries on the ICC are very differ-
ent, and their relations with the ICC are also varied. Their relations with the ICC are
just like the signal lights in a traffic crossroad, with China being a red light, South Ko-
rea being a green light, and Japan being a yellow light. Therefore, although these

three countries are located in East Asia, their positions on the ICC are representative.



