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Preface

I met Dr LLu Yong at the Needham Research Institute in Cambridge where
he is currently a visiting scholar. He also regularly attends my Academic
English Classes at Wolfson College, Cambridge, to improve his English.
Recently we were both interviewed by Dr Min Xiangpeng of Henan University,
and began to know each other better. In the course of our conversations, I
learned that he is from Taizhou in Jiangsu province and has a PhD in the
history of science and technology, with a special concentration on the history
of agriculture. At present he is Assistant Professor at Nanjing Agricultural
University, and is Deputy Director of the Humanities and Social Sciences
Office. His field of research is the history of Chinese water conservancy, and
the preservation of the cultural heritage of Chinese agriculture.

Recently Dr Lu has been conducting research on the floods of the Yellow
and Huai rivers during the Ming and Qing periods, as well as on the ecological
environment of that region and its social and environmental changes. His
interests have expanded to include the disasters that occurred in northern
Jiangsu province, and the systems used by the Chinese government for
handling such disasters. He has been director of more than ten scientific
research projects, including many important scientific projects funded by the
International Social Sciences Foundation. He has obtained some outstanding
results from his research on the Yellow and Huai river floods, and has been
evaluated highly by a number of senior scholars in academia. He has also
served as keynote speaker at a number of conferences, and in recent years he
has been active in recruiting talented young people to study and carry out
research in the field of Chinese water conservancy.

Wen shui ji is an extremely important work on the history of water

management in China. It was written by Liu Tianhe, a specialist in water
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management during the Ming period. Liu Tianhe was a scholar — official in
charge of managing the riverways during the Jiajing period, specifically in the
1530s. His book, which is in six sections or chapters (juan), is one of the
most important writings that exists on China’s control of the Yellow river and
canals. It records the various changes that the Yellow river underwent during
the period, and analyses their causes. It also treats the influence of the river on
the canal system. It collects information about and summarises all the Yellow
river engineering projects that were undertaken at the time, surveying what
was done and what was learned from these experiences. The “Six Methods for
Planting Willows”, for example, is a detailed analysis of this important way to
protect the banks of the Yellow river from erosion. From such detailed
analyses one can see how Chinese officials and engineers at the time tackled
difficult problems and came up with solutions. In its appendix, the work also
includes a facsimile of a rubbing taken from a stone stele at the *Forest of
Steles” in Xi'an, which is a rare map of the Yellow river that dates from 1535.
It is well known that the Yellow river is extremely difficult to control; it
is perhaps the most challenging river in the world to manage. Flood prevention
was practically a constant concern in the Ming and Qing periods. However,
after Liu Tianhe took charge of managing the rivers during the Jiajing period,
he was able in just over two months to transform the Yellow river into a
smooth waterway on which thousands of boats sailed briskly along,
transporting over four million of piculs of grain per year to the capital. His
accomplishment was recognised as a miracle both inside and outside China.
Today, there are floods in many places around the world. Recently there
was a large one in England, which unfortunately caused many families to lose
their homes and brought about much suffering to their family members.
History in China has long been regarded as a mirror in which we can see our
own rise and fall. There were many floods in the Ming period, and from these,
people today can perhaps learn something about water control from the efforts
of people in the past and gain from their experience. For this reason, Dr Lu's
new annotated edition of Liu Tianhe's Wen shui ji not only has great academic
merit but also potential for practical application. Perhaps it can provide

guidelines for flood prevention in England and other parts of the world where
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flooding is an important issue,

In the course of producing this excellent edition, Dr LLu examined many
different editions of the work, collating them together and deciding in each
case which word or phrase was best. He also consulted a large body of
secondary sources on the subject. Probing deeply into the subject, and asking
penetrating questions, he was able to correct many errors made by previous
editors of the text. He had to master many specialised technical terms in the
field of water conservancy, as well as historical geography, in order to
understand the subject thoroughly and to carry out this fine, insightful study.
His thorough, methodical work fills one with admiration.

It gives me great pleasure to compose this preface for such a masterpiece
of scholarship. T wish Dr Lu all the best for his future research into the history
of water conservancy and agriculture in China, and am confident that he will

ascend to even greater heights in the future.

Dr Sally K Church
Cambridge, England
27 December 2015
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