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Abstract

Arctic Region Development Report (2015) is the second yearly report
dedicated to Arctic lawand policy, and is sponsored by Philosophy and Social
Science Development Report Project “Arctic Region Development Report” from
Ministry of Education.

There are three major parts inArctic Region Development Report (2015) :
(1) National Arctic Strategy and Policy Development. In this part, the authors
not only focused on policy and strategy changes in the United States, Canada and
Russia, also focused on other major Arctic stakeholders such as the United
Kingdom and Japan to probe their newly developed Arctic policy and strategies.
(2) Development of Arctic Passage Law and Policy and implications for China. In
this part, the authors traced the current development of Arctic passage law and
policy, and researched on the newly issued Polar Code by International Maritime
Organization, and also touched on its implications to China which is a major
stakeholder and near-Arctic State. (3 ) New Issues in the Arctic and Their
Governance. With the rapid changes happening in the Arctic, many new issues
emerge and pose challenges to the governance system in the Arctic. In this part,
the authors dealt with Arctic Marine Protected Areas, The Protection of Arctic
Aboriginals, Fishing governance in Center Arctic Ocean, and oil, gas and non-
living resources development issues.

Year of 2015 is very important for the region, and Arctic Region
Development Report (2015) strives to balance policy-relevance and academicrigor.
The authors try to catch the most important development in those new issues, and
provide innovative research to the readers. We hope that the publication of this

new report will be of interest to researchers, students, and policy-makers in this

field.
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