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Many strange stories are told of this Jungle. But none as
strange as the tale of the man-cub we called Mowgli.
He grew up with the wolves. His mentor Bagheera the

panther taught him the rules to get used to life in the Jungle.
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As Mowgli ran with the wolf cubs, Bagheera joined in to

teach Mowgli how to run with the pack. Mowgli tripped and fell

because he didn’t notice a dead branch as he ran through the

trees.
"Any tree girdled by a creeper is either dead or close to it, "

Bagheera warned.
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After crossing the river, Mowgli and Bagheera came to the
pack on the bank. Mowgli didn't go with the wolves. Instead, he
sat down beside Raksha the mother wolf. He was immediately
swarmed by the enthusiastic, giggling cubs. Mowgli didn’t play

with them. He watched as the wolves assembled in the distance.
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Raksha, the only mother Mowgli had ever known approached him. She

raised Mowgli.

“How'd it go?” Raksha asked softly.

“Caught me again!” Mowgli said sadly.

Meanwhile, at the Council Rock, Akela and the Wolf Pack recited the Law
of the Jungle. Mowgli joined them.

“This is the Law of the Jungle, as old and as true as the sky. The Wolf that
keeps it will prosper, but the Wolf that breaks it will die. Like the creeper that
girdles the tree trunk, the Law runneth over and back. For the strength of the

Pack is the Wolf, and the strength of the Wolf is the Pack.”
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The dry season arrived and the rain started to fall. The water level in the
river went down revealing Peace Rock, which meant the Truce. Hunting
at the riverbank was now forbidden. By Law of the Jungle, drinking came
before eating. All the animals of the Jungle came to the riverbank. Mowgli
was very good at making tools to survive in the Jungle. He made a pouch
of discarded pelt lashed together with vines so that it would hold water.

Mowgli's water pouch bobbed past the panther and the others, inviting

looks from many bewildered animals. A longer length of vine pulled it

along the river. Mowgli, perched on a rock above the water, reeled it in,
proud of what he had made.

Suddenly, there was a growl behind Mowgli. Akela told him harshly it was not
the wolf way. Bagheera watched all this with a sad heart. He knew Akela to be

stern, yes, but he also knew that Akela was merely trying to protect the man-cub.
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Suddenly, the fearsome tiger Shere Khan arrived. Raksha hid
Mowgli behind her. Shere Khan hated man for burning his face,
so he didn't want man to stay at Jungle. Shere Khan let Mowgli
off temporarily because of the Truce.

“Nothing lasts forever. The rains will return, and the river will
rise. And when that rock disappears, this Truce will end. You want
to protect him? Fine, but ask yourselves: how many lives is a man

cub worth?” With those words, Shere Khan withdrew.
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