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Geographical Position

Lanzhou, the capital of Gansu province, is not only the political, economic and
cultural center, but also a center in the northwest in terms of transportation and
telecommunication, Lanzhou, known as the Yellow River and the Silk Road, used to be a
key point on the ancient Silk Road and played an important role in cultural exchanges
between East and West, and besides, it is the only capital city where the Yellow River
runs through from the west to east. Lanzhou is enclosed by the hills overlooking the river
to form a unique and beautiful urban landscape.

Lanzhou, whose position is about 102°35'58"- 104°34'29"east longitude and
35°34'20"- 37°7'7"north latitude, is located in the central region of Gansu, the geometric
center of China as well as the center of the northwest.
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Organizational System Evolution

Lanzhou has a long historical standing. It was first built as a city named Jincheng in
Western Han Dynasty. In Han and Wei-Jin times, this region was called Jincheng County.
It was in Sui Dynasty that Jincheng was replaced by Lanzhou. This was the first time that
Lanzhou was recorded into documents. In later period. the name of the region had
changed several times between Jincheng County and Lanzhou; however, the
organizational structure was kept till today. From Han Dynasty to Tang-Song period,
Lanzhou gradually became an important transport hub as well as a commercial port on
the Silk Road. In Qing Dynasty, Lanzhou became the capital city of Gansu. Currently, it
is the political, economic and cultural center of Gansu Province.
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Administrative Division

Lanzhou, covering an area of 163 1.6 square kilometers, is the largest key city located
in the upper reaches of the Yellow River. The five districts, including Chengguan, Qilihe,
Xigu, Anning and Honggu, and three counties involving Yongdeng, Yuzhong and Gaolan,
are under the jurisdiction of Lanzhou, which links together 61 townships, 52 street
offices, 399communities and 731 villages.
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Topographic Features
Lanzhou, encompassed by mountains, is among the top ten well-known summer
| resorts and tourist cities with unique and charming scenery, and it lies to the Yellow River
valley basin in the northeast side of Tibetan Plateau. The altitude of downtown is about
1520 meters, and the relative height between southern and northern mountains is 600
meters. With the Yellow River flowing through the city from west to east, finally the
( linear basin valley that is about 60 kilometers east-west, 2-10 kilometers north-south

wide begins to take shape.
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Environmental Resources

Lanzhou, blessed with a mild climate, has temperate continental climate. It is neither
too hot in summer nor too cold in winter. The annual precipitation is around 327 mm
while annual average temperature is 10.9 C, and a long frost-free period.

Lanzhou is rich in natural mineral resources, which has proved nearly 35 kinds of
minerals and 156 various types of ore deposits, such as ferrous metal, nonferrous metal,
noble metal, tombarthite, energy minerals and so on. What's more, there are relatively
large area and high coverage of woodland and greenery in the whole city.
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Population and Nationality

Lanzhou, a multi-ethnic city, is home to a population of 3.616 million, including 56
nationalities, such as Han, Hui, Dongxiang, Yugu and other nationalities. Han has the
largest population of 3.4568 million, while Hui whose population is 159,300 covers 78%
of the total population of the minority nationalities.
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