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 Text A BN

Learning Foreign Languages

1 Language will continue to diverge. Even if English were to become the universal
language, it would still take many different forms. Indeed the same could happen to
English as has happened to Chinese: a language of intellectuals which doesn’ t vary
hugely alongside a large number of variants used by local people.

2 We will continue to teach other languages in some form, and not just for reasons of
practicality. Learning a language is good for your mental health; it forces you to
understand another cultural and intellectual system. So | hope British education will
develop a more rational approach to the foreign languages available to students in line
with their political importance. Because so many people believe it’ s no longer important
to know another language, | fear that time devoted to language teaching in schools may
well continue to decline. But you can argue that learning another language well is more
demanding than, say, learning to play chess well—it involves sensitivity to a set of
complicated rules, and also to context.

3 Technology will certainly make a difference to the use of foreign languages.
Computers may, for instance, alleviate the drudgery that a vast translation represents.
But no one who has seen a computer translation will think it can substitute for live
knowledge of the different languages. A machine will always be behind the times. Still
more important is the fact that no computer will ever get at the associations beyond the
words associations that may not be expressed but which carry much of the meaning. In
languages like Arabic, context is very important. Languages come with heavy cultural
baggage too—in French or German if you miss the cultural references behind a word
you’re very likely to be missing the meaning. It will be very hard to teach all that to a
computer.

4 All the predictions are that English will be spoken by a declining proportion of the
world’ s population in the 21st century. | don’ t think foreign languages will really become
less important, but they might be perceived to be—and that would in the end be a very
bad thing.
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I . Answer the following questions based on the above passage.

1. What does the author of this passage most probably work as?

2. What do language learners benefit from learning foreign languages?

3. Why is learning a foreign language a demanding job?

4. What are the limitations of the computer in aspect of foreign language translation?

5. What else do you need to learn if you want to have a good command of foreign languages, such

as French?

II. Choose the best answer to each of the following questions or incomplete statements

according to the passage.

1. Which of the following words has nearly the same meaning as the word “rational” ( Line 4,

Para.2)?

A. sensible B. meaningful

C. practical D. reliable




2. Which of the following best expresses the meaning of the word“decline” (Line 7, Para.2)?
A. Keep unchanged. B. Increase only slightly.
C. Go from higher to lower. D. Be on the rise.
3. Which of the following words is closest in meaning to the word*“ demanding” ( Line 8, Para.2)?
A. Requiting more time. B. Challenging.
C. Bringing more pleasure. D. Requiting more experience.
4. Which of the following does the word“drudgery” ( Line 2, Para.3)mean?
A. Interesting but time-consuming work. B. Easy and boring work.
C. Work that requires high concentration. D. Hard, uninteresting work.
5. What does the phrase“substitute for” (Line 3, Para. 3 ) refer to?
A. Be equal to. B. Take the place of.
C. Keep up with. D. Have the capacity for.

 Text 5 B

Social Responsibility of Scientists

1 There has been much debate for a number of years about how far scientists should
be responsible to society for the results of their work. This guestion applies particularly
to university scientists as they are the ones who are free to choose their field of
research.

2 The greater number of scientists today work for government sponsored bodies, or in
industry; in their case, the responsibility lies mainly with the authorities that employ
them; they are not entirely free agents, short of resigning from their post.

3 In 1979 legal charges were brought against the University of California claiming that
agricultural research which it promoted had led to increased automation and consequently
farm workers losing their jobs. The University’ s defense was that the results of research
have been of benefit to the community as a whole through increased productivity and
lower food prices, and that in any case the social consequences of its research were the

responsibility of the whole community rather than of the University.

4



4 In 1970 the British Society for Social Responsibility in Science held an international

conference in London on “The Social Impact of Modern Biology”. Twenty famous
scientists, including three Nobel Prize winners and six fellows of the Royal Society,
presented papers which were subsequently published along with the discussions in a
book. It was generally accepted that within the next few decades developments in the
biological sciences will radically change civilization as we know it today.

5 Discoveries used wisely can be of immense benefit to mankind, but many can also
be used in ways that either intentionally or unintentionally have disastrous effects on man
“and on the other inhabitants of this planet. Most scientists feel involved and have well-
developed consciences in these matters, but the problems are extremely complex.

6 In the first place scientists—especially those doing pure research—often do not know
what sort of discovery they are likely to make, or, having made it, they cannot foresee
the eventual impact on society. Very occasionally a scientist may find himself in a cruel
dilemma.

7 The conference indicated that most scientists do have a feeling of responsibility
toward society, but how far they are able to influence the application of their work is
another matter. What they can do is to keep the public informed and especially to advise
politicians and other influential persons. When a new technical development becomes
available it should be examined by a commission on which all sections of the community
are represented, including of course scientists competent in the particular field. The
universities have a role to play here in that they can provide unbiased experts. The
scientists should make the technological assessment of foreseeable benefits and harmful
effects, and these should be clearly stated for all to see, but the decisions and
responsibilities should be shared by all sections of the community. One of the problems
is to arrive at a general agreement about social values and goals. Public debate through
the media is essential in helping to shape values and make choices, but everyday
experience of politics in democratic countries shows how difficult this often is.

8 One of the clearest statements | have read about the social responsibilities of
scientists is an article by Nobel Prize winner Ernst Boris Chain. First he makes the point,
with which | agree, that the general run of scientists outside their own specialty are no
wiser than non-scientists, nor are they free from prejudice and emotional attitudes.

Indeed even within their own field they are sometimes intolertant of the views of

®



colleagues with whom they disagree. Their advice should be sought and respected on
technical, factual matters within their competence, but outside the most scientists
should be regarded in the same light as other citizens of comparable standing. Chain
concludes that scientists cannot be held responsible for the unpleasant effects of their
inventions ; responsibility lies with the society that adopts the technological application. It
is up to society to take-and-pay for measures against the unwanted side-effects such as
pollution or invasion of privacy. Like others, Chain says that one thing scientists can and
should do is to counteract the tendency of the news media to exaggerate and
sensationalize new developments.

9 A point on which all scientists agree as an ideal when discussing these matters is that
a scientist should be responsible for presenting a true picture to the public about new
developments in his own field, and for indicating possible implications so far as he can
see them. But of course scientists working in the defense services are rarely free to do
this, nor are most of those in industry. A final word: whatever critics may say or wish,
today science is an extremely important part of our culture, and modem civilization is in
fact based on technology; there is no going back, and science and technology will
influence our lives and the world we live in to an increasing extent. Therefore man will
have to adjust to this situation as he has to other changes. Scientists must take a
positive part, individually and collectively, in helping people understand the spirit of the

brave new world.
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© Exercise

[ . Fast Reading(15 minutes).

Directions: For questions 1 -7, mark Y (for Yes), if the statement agrees with the information

given in the passage; N (for No) , if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;

NG (for Not Given) , if the statement is not given in the passage. For questions 8 —10, complete the

sentences with the information given in the passage.

( )1. The university scientists are different from other scientists because they seem to have
less sense of responsibility.

( 2. Admittedly, it’ s hard to understand his message, but a committee of scientists could
figure it out.

( )3. One problem that needs our attention is how to get a general agreement about social
values and goals.

( Y4. In fact, he found that individual scientists usually were able to understand only the
parts of the message related to their own specialties.

( )5. The author believes that a scientist should tell the truth to the public about new
developments in his field.

( ) 6. We may infer from the passage that some scientists are not qualified because they
sometimes fail to be aware of the disastrous effects their discovery may bring about.

( )7. Chain believes the scientists should be responsible for the unpleasant side-effects of
their inventions.

8. The responsibility of scientists mainly lies with rather than

9. Scientists’ research can bring both and on mankind.

10. Though scientists cannot foresee the eventual impact on society, they should

Il . Choose the best answer to each of the following questions or incomplete statements
according to the passage.

1. The British society for Social Responsibility in Science held an international conference in
London on“The Social Impact of Modern Biology” in :
A. 1979 B. 1989 C. 1980 D. 1970

2. How many famous scientists did present papers which were subsequently published along with

the discussions in a book?
As 3 B. 20 C. 6 D. 14

3. In 1979 legal charges were brought against the University of California claiming that




research which it promoted had led to increased automation and consequently agricultural
workers losing their jobs.
A. industrial B. farm C. food D. plastics

4. The conference indicated that most scientists a feeling of responsibility toward
society, but how far they are able to influence the application of their work is another matter.
A. had B. have had C. do have D. has

5. A point all scientists agree as an ideal when discussing these matters is that a
scientist should be responsible for presenting a true picture to the public about new
developments in his own field.

A. on which B. by which C. in which D. with which

 Text C B

Jack Neo Says Sorry

1 Film-Maker Jack Neo apologized to his family and his fans on his blog on Friday, a
day after breaking his silence on his affair with a young actress at a dramatic five-minute
press conference filled with tears and drama.

2 He also said his public fall from grace was*“a retribution”.

3 “There is a saying: You reap what you sow. | often use this phrase as line to
strengthen the plot. | didn’t expect it to apply to me,” the 50-year-old actor-director of
films such as Money No Enough said in an open, letter on his blog.

4 “What Man does, Heaven sees. Don’t not believe in retribution, and don’t think
that if you hide in a dark place and do bad things, Heaven won’ t see. My fate is
sufficient proof. ”

5 He added that the scandal is“a painful awakening” for him—and one which he will not
forget for the rest of his life.

6 Holding up the importance of family, he also resolved to cherish his wife of 27 years,
Madam Irene King, 46, and be“faithful”to her, promising to work harder to ensure their
marriage stay intact.

7 The Cultural Medallion winner, who has been vilified by the local media and netizen
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over his philandering ways, also on that he will be“very careful with his own behavior
and the way he treats women from now on—to avoid misunderstanding. ”

8 “lcan’treverse what | have done. | am just human and can make mistake. Although
| have admitted my fault right from the start, | beg you again to forgive me and give me
a second chance.”

9 At Thursday’ s five-minute press conference, both Neo and his wife broke down.
Madam King collapsed and had to be helped off the stage, prompting Netizens to hit out

at Neo once more for making use of his wife.

_______________________________________ PErEEEERERD
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Give a short answer to each of the questions.

1. What did Jack Neo write about on his blog?

2. What film was directed by Jack Neo?

3. What does” What Man does, Heaven sees” mean to Jack Neo?
4. What was the response of his wife at the press conference?
5

. How did the Netizens think about his wife’s presence at the press conference?




