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1. Cultural Nanjing, Song of History

he city of Nanjing, a shining pearl by the south of Yangtze River and the
capital of Jiangsu Province, has been one ol the four Chinese ancient capitals
along with Beijing, Xi'an, Luoyang and Beijing, abundant with more than 2500
years' history. She was regarded as the most unique one among those [or her
splendid art and literature, a galaxy of scholars and talents, the beautiful

landscapes, and the nationalistic spirits,

The cultural heritages of Nanjing are profound and extensive rooting [rom her
geographic gifts by nature. Yangtze River flowing by in the northwest brings
Nanjing the natural moat while the mountain range surrounds in the southeast.
As Sun Yet-sen (1866—1925) mentioned, “The location of Nanjing is perfect.
High mountains, deep water and plains are in the most harmonious combination.
It is quite rare in the metropolitans all over the world, ” Gao Qi (1336—1374), a
poet in Ming Dynasty, once wrote a poem of great momentum to describe
Nanjing: “Yangzte River gallops from millions of mountains, the momentum
rushes with the water to the east. Zhongshan Mountain runs like a dragon,
fighting with the waves and wind, Mountains compete and contend, and together
praise the landscape here the best.” Nanjing precisely grows up in the hug of

mountains and waters.

In the Spring-Autumn Period, Fuchai, the governor of Wu Kingdom, once set up
the workshops for melting and casting weapons in the place named Yeshan. In
472 B. C. » Goujian and his Yue Kingdom exterminated Wu Kingdom and built up

a city by Qinhuai River which is the earliest rudiment of Nanjing. The Yuetai
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relics outside Zhonghua Gate still remain today. In 333 B. C., Kingdom Chu
replaced Yue and established Jinling Town. Qin Shi Huang (259—210B. C. ), the
first emperor of China, once passed by Jinling and renamed it into Moling. And in
299 A. D of East Han Dynasty, the emperor Sun Quan rename Moling into Jianye
and settled it as the capital, which started the history of Nanjing as the capital.
East Jin and the South Dynasties all found Jiankang (Nanjing) as the capitals.

She has been the first city with the population over a million in Chinese history.

In Six Dynasties, the earliest Chinese studies started in Nanjing in 230 A. D. by
Sun Quan, the governor of East Wu Kingdom. The coming Wei and Jin ijnasties
led “literary self-awakening time”. The collection of poems called Zhaoming
Literary Selections that formed in Nanjing has been the earliest anthology in

stock.

Zhu Yuanzhang, the [irst emperor ol Ming Dynasty. started the era ol Nanjing
becoming the political, economical and cultural center in the whole mainland of
China recorded in history., The Ming City Wall built to surround the city
integrated the mountains, waters and architecture in perfect harmony, has been
incomparable and unique in the world. During Ming Dynasty, Guozijian, the
grandest top university in China, opened up the south branch campus in Nanjing,

which attracted a large amount of students from Korea, Japan and Ryukyu.

In Qing Dynasty, Nanjing is also a vitally important city that in charge of finance
and economy of the south area. Yunjin, a kind of top-level brocade specially
supplied for the royal family was born in Nanjing. Besides, the greatest Chinese
classical novel named A Dream in Red Mansions and the author Cao Xueqin are

both closely connected with Nanjing,

The era of the architecture of Republic of China came on Jan 1%, 1912, the day
Sun Yat-sen took the oath of office as the temporary president. Nanjing was
found as the capital of Republic of China. In 1938, Nanjing was invaded by the
Japanese troops and subjected to extremely cruel and tragic massacre. Nanjing

and the whole nation have been suffered casualties and ignominy in World

War ||.
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The dawn light finally shot Nanjing on April 23", 1949. People's Government of
Jiangsu Province was found in December, 1952. And as the province capital,
Nanjing re-burst with vigor after the liberation. The development of economy,
education, technology, culture and urban construction is keeping a stable pace
and earned several honorary titles like National Civilized City, National Garden

City, First Batch of National Historic and Cultural City, Awards of UNCHS,

ete;

Nanjing has witnessed the stories of ancient dynasties and the days of Republic of
China. In one word, Nanjing, the city of 2500 years' vicissitudes, is a kind of

spiritual enjoyment and soul baptism to step into,
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