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EDTOR'S NOTE

1. The Yearbook of World Economy is voluminous reference book,which keeps
track of world economic activities,traces world economic trends and offers informa-
tion on major companies (enterprises)in China and the rest of the world,

2. Seven prior editions of the Yearbook have been published ,covering respective-
ly 1979,1981,1982,1983/1984, 1988,1989,1990and 1991. The 1988 edition contains
data gathered after the 1983/1984 edition deadline. This edition contains data avail-
able after the 1991 edition deadline.

3. This edition has 14 parts: (1)Comprehensive reports on the world economy;
(2) The economies of countries and regions; (3) World industry; (4) World agricul-
ture; (5)Commerce,a country —by—country survey; (6)World tourist industry; (7)
World science and technology; (8)International trade; (95World open and free eco-
nomic zones; (10> World industrial and commercial enterprises; (11)World economic
conferences and economic orgnizations; (12)Classified Summaries on World Econo-
my; (13)Worlad economic data; (14)and list of latest books on world economy (ap-
pendix 2); Special section ;:China’s local economies (appendix 1) (15).

4. Data contained in this yearbook come from authoritative sources, which in-
clude mainly publications of the United Nations and the World Bank ,official econom-
ic reports and statistical data,and yearbooks of various countries. Sources of all major
statistics contained in the book are indicated. As statistics listed in different parts of
the book often come from different sources ,readers inay find some minor statistical
discrepancies despite our effort at their prevention.

5. Efforts have been made to use the latest available data in this reference book.
Most of them are sourced in 1991 publications or those published in the first quarter
of 1992.

6. This edition is sponsored by the Institute of World Economy and Politics un-
der the Chinese Academy of Soicial Sciences and compiled by the World Economy
Yearbook Editorial Board ,

7. Readers are welcome to raise suggestions on the book’s compilation and point

out its errors and omissions to help us do a better in future.
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