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ON THE HARBOR

Readying for the party, the houses put on their finery, Baroque styling. A shark-
tooth crown. A hat for a roof, or a roof for a hat. One drapes the sunset over its
shoulders. One arrives costumed as an ark, and invites a menagerie on board.
Another wears a sea-salt coat, filigreed with pearl and catfish whiskers, and
its date arrives in a gown of sea glass. Some press dimples into their ceilings
to center each room. Others wear fabric printed with renderings of their own

outline. Kaleidoscopes.

When fog settles around the guests, they switch on their lights. They glow like
peaches. A house with an artichoke lamp starts to dance. More join. The sea
glass dress scatters sparks across the floor. The mansions rumble into soft shoe,
then waltz, then contra. Soon, the dance floor has become thunder. Oh, what
revelry. What a display. Even the sun has lent itself as an earring, tucked into

the tender lobe of a harborside bay window.

WINDY BRAE
RIPTIDE

BEND IN THE RIVER
CHAMPLAIN’S BLUFF
WYCHMERE RISE



