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fl.=\Preface

The Buddha statue is not only the carrier
of the spread of Buddhist culture which
has been worshipped and enshrined by its
followers, but also a typical art with unique
glamour. The art of Chinese Buddha statue is
profound and has spanned more than 2,000
years from the Eastern Han Dynasty (25-
220) to the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) and
Qing Dynasty (1644-1911). With
the spread and development
of the Buddhism, a mass of
precious Buddha statues of
various appearances and artistic
forms made by the sculptors of
successive dynasties possess high
cultural and ornamental values.
Except for the introduction
of the origin and development of
the Chinese Buddha statue, its
modeling features and the forms
of its artistic expression, this

book also explains the names of
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each Buddha and their statues’ characters in
detail, in order to let readers understand and
appreciate the beauty of Chinese Buddha

statue.
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Solemn Appearance—General
Knowledge of Buddha Statue
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o
The Buddha statue is an art with various kinds and rich
connotation. In order to understand it, we shall start from
the general knowledge to take a close look at its origin and

development, as well as the forms of its artistic expression.
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> Origin and Development
of Buddha Statue

Buddhism was originated from ancient
India. It didn’t have statues until 200-
300 years after its founding, and then
people started to create such a splendid
art gradually. More than 2,000 years ago,
after the introduction of Buddhism, the
Buddha statue’s art followed the same
steps. The Chinese Buddha statues of
early stage was with some references
of ancient India, however, with the
development of the Buddhism, it formed

an art of distinct Chinese local style.

Buddha Statue’s Origin

Buddhism was established in ancient
India in the 6th century B.C., by
Sakyamuni (565 B.C.-486 B.C.), whose
real name is Siddhartha Gautama. As he

belonged to the Sakya clan, he was also
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Clay Sculpture of Buddha's Footprint

It's carved with the pattern of spokes, which is one
of the total 32 distinct characteristics possessed by
Buddha, as well as the patterns of treasure vase,
double-fish, flag, etc.
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addressed as “Sakyamuni” by people,
which means the “Saint of the Sakya
clan” . Sakyamuni was the prince of
Kapilavastu (in present-day Nepal), son
of king Suddhodana. It was said that he
was deeply touched by various sorrow
and misery in this world. And in order
to find a way to getrid of the problem
of living, aging, sickness and death,
he forsook the extravagant life, and
cultivated himself at the age of 29, and
was enlightened and became Buddha
under the bodhi tree at the age of 35, then
founded the Buddhism and reached his
Parinirvana in Kushinagar at the age of 80.

When Buddhism was founded,
there was no Buddha statue being built.
The followers of that time believed
that Buddha is the master of the heaven
who can not be described by the
ordinary human image. So in the early
stage of the Buddhist artworks, while
expressing the existence of Buddha,
people usually used the footprint of
Buddha, lotus (representing the birth of
Buddha), bodhi tree (representing the
accomplishment of Buddha), Dharma
Chakra (representing the sermon of
Buddha), pagoda (representing the
nirvana of Buddha, nirvana also called

“death” , “parinirvana” , meaning
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White Lotus

Lotus is considered
as the holy and pure
flower in Buddhism,
representing the birth
of Buddha, which
frequently appeared in
the Buddha statues,
as the pedestal
of Buddha or the
decoration patterns on
architectures.

entering the highest state in which one
can free himself from the circle of rebirth,
it is the supreme goal of the disciplines
of meditation in Buddhism), etc., as the
sign of Buddha; Some of them even
used blank to represent the space where
Buddha exists.

Buddha statue emerged during
the reign of Emperor Ashoka of the
Mauryan Empire in India (approx. 321
B.C.-187 B.C.). Ashoka believed in
Buddhism and worshiped it as the state
religion, and he also sent many monks
to spread Buddhism around the world.
In this period of time, some Buddhists
thought it was not enough for them to use
blank, footprint, lotus, bodhi tree, etc., to

represent Buddha and considered that if
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Buddha and Buddha Statue
Buddha (Fo, is the abbreviation of Fo Tuo and

Fo Zu), meaning “awakened one” or “wise H 3
one” , indicates Sakyamuni by common :L
people. Buddha statues were divided into | &
the one of narrow sense and the one of broad o 5
sense; the former one specifically refers to &

y : ®
the statue of Sakyamuni; while the latter "2

=
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one refers to the statues of all the deities
in Buddhism, including all the Buddha,
Bodhisattva, Arhats, disciples, Dharmapala
and Deva, etc.
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Buddha-Finger Sarira of Famen Temple
of Shaanxi Province (Shadow Bone)
In 1987, four pieces of Buddha-finger Sarira
was excavated from the Underground Palace
Relics of Famen Temple in Shaanxi Province
One of them is with the texture similar to bone;
while other three pieces are like white jade,
called “shadow bone”, which are the imitation
Sarira of Sakyamuni. In Buddhism, the shadow

bones are considered as the real Sarira of
Buddha.
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Standing Statue of Sakyamuni
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Sitting Statue of Sakyamuni

there was a Buddha statue in front of the
believers while they were reading sutras,
they could probably get into the state of
meditation (cultivation and muse) more
easily. So they absorb the Greek form
of artistic expression, and based on the
physical features of the ideal emperor
in legend, Raja Cakkavattin, and adding
some extra-ordinary characters, they

created the image of Buddha.
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According to the sutras, when
Sakyamuni was with his disciples in the
Veluvana Bamboo Grove monastery
in Rajagaha, he was invited by Sakra-
devanam-Indra to go to the Trayastrimsa
Heaven Palace and deliver the Buddhist
doctrine for his deceased mother, Maha
Maya. When he was up in the Heaven
Palace, the King Udayana missed Buddha
so much, so he ordered people to use the
ox-head chandana wood (an ancient name
for sandalwood) to carve out a statue of
Sakyamuni. Meanwhile, another King

Sini also made people to cast a statue of
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Gold-Plated Copper Chandana Buddha
Statue
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Sakyamuni with superior gold. These two
statues are said as the earliest Buddha
statues in the history.

The blooming of the Buddha statue
was closely related with the development
of the Mahayana (Da Cheng Buddhism).
Buddhism is divided into Mahayana
and Theravada by different religious
doctrines. The Buddha statues worshiped
by two religions are also varied. The
Theravada pursues the self liberation;
while the Mahayana holds the opinion to

save all the living creatures and proclaims
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Fearless Mudra and Giving Mudra

Fearless Mudra: Bend the right arm and put the right hand in front of the chest, with the palm
outwards and five fingers naturally extending, meaning the boundless power of Buddha and
giving the fearlessness to all living creatures. The word “raise hand” in the sutra indicates this
mudra. The chandana Buddha statue was posed this mudra.

Giving Mudra: Offering mudra, with left palm outwards and the fingers naturally drooping,
meaning the Buddha was with the merciful heart of saving all the living creatures and can make
all their wishes come true. The giving mudra is often used with the fearless mudra.
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that building Buddha statues is huge
merits and virtues. Under the influence of
this thoughts, the disciples of Mahayana
started to make various Buddha statues,
not only the statue of Buddha, but
also the statues of Bodhisattva, Arhat,
Dharmapala, and Four Heavenly Kings,

etc.

Chinesization of Buddha Statue

Buddhism was introduced to China in
the Western Han Dynasty (206 B.C.- 25
A.D.) and Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220).
And the Buddha statues appeared in the
late Eastern Han Dynasty. According
to the historical records, in the 7th Year
of the Period of Yongping (64 A.D.),
Emperor Ming of Han Dynasty sent
envoys to the Western Regions for the
Buddha Dharma. In the 10th Year of the
Period of Yongping (67 A.D.), envoys
invited two Indian eminent monks Jiaye
Moteng and Dharmaratna to come to
Luoyang to sermon and also brought
back sutras and Buddha statues. The first
Buddhist Temple in China, White Horse
Temple, was built at Luoyang, Henan
Province. Due to the little understanding
about Buddha statues, people deemed it
as deity. So the existing early statues of

Eastern Han Dynasty were among the
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Chinese First Ancient Temple — White Horse Temple

Located at the eastern suburb of Luoyang City, Henan Province, the White Horse Temple was
built in the 11th Year of the Period of Yongping in the Eastern Han Dynasty (68 A.D.), which
was the first officially built temple after the introduction of Buddhism.
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pictures of immortals and Taoist figures,
or the crafts about common customs or
livings.

During the period of the Sixteen
States (304-439), Buddhism prevailed
in the northern and southern regions
inhabited by the minority nationalities,
so as the Buddha statues. The statue of
Chinese style was firstly seen, which
was no longer in the forms of shallow
engraving or basso-relievo attached
to other objects. The circular engraver
appeared which could carve out the intact
body structure. Most of the existing
statues are made of gold and copper,

with the main form of Samadhi (keeping

c REDERHERER (+AE)

Copper Samadhi Buddha Statue of Sakyamuni (Sixteen
States, 304-439)



