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Japan's Edo period, which lasted from 1603 to 1867, was the final
era of traditional Japanese government and society. The Tokugawa
shogunate presided over 250 years of peace and prosperity, and it
turned Edo to the actual political, financial, and cultural capital of
Japan. Its political structure was based on the hierarchy of samurai,
farmers, artisans, and merchants. The shogunate stabilized its power
through strict control over the subordinate daimyo, the “alternate
attendance” system, and the “lock-off” the country. Nevertheless, the
rapid growth of urbanization, and the demographic movements from
village to city, especially to Edo, still stimulated the boom in domestic
economy, the rise in merchant class, and the development of popular
cultures

Edo in 1853 sets in the eve of Japan's transformation into “modern”
country. In June of 1853, Commodore Matthew C. Perry led four U.S
Navy warships, the so-called Black Ships, to Edo. He demanded
Japan to open the country and allow trade with the West, which
dropped a bombshell on the Tokugawa shogunate and surprised
Japanese with the power of Western technology. Despite the western
shock, Edo in 1853 was still a huge, prosperous city that full of hope
and opportunities. The unique popular culture was displayed in
ukiyo-e, novels, and theatre plays. The splendid material culture
could also be seen in the entertainment activities of sumo, kabuki
and Yoshihara, the pleasure district. This book not only illustrates the
abovementioned cultures, but also the firefighting and policing
systems, nationwide education, various formats of publications, the
daily life of merchants and artisans, and the travel fever during the
Edo period. It displays the vitality of Edo people and leads the
readers to witness the transformation of this extravagant city
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