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Action research might be described as an inquiry conducted into a particular
issue of current concern, usually undertaken by those directly involved with the aim of
implementing a change in s specific situation.

(Hitchcock & Hughes, 1989:7)

Action research is “a study of a social situation with a view to improve the quality of
action within it” .
(John Elliott, 1991:69)

Action research is a type of applied social research differing from other types in the
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immediacy of the researcher's involvement in the action process. (It is) more concerned
with the immediate application rather than the development of theory. It focuses on a
specific problem in a particular setting. In other words, its findings are usually judged in
terms of their application in a specific situation.

(Verma & Beard, 1989:20)

(Tearchers) subject themselves and their practice to critical scrutiny;they attempt
to relate ideas to empirical observation; they attempt to make this process explicit to
themselves and others through the written word. Their prime concern is to improve their
own practice in a particular situation from the standpoint of their own concern or worry.
For them, action research seems to be a practical way forward given their concern in that
situation. They use and/or design aspects of their action as teachers to find out more about
effective teaching and, in our view, they do so rigorously.

(Hustler et al, eds. 1986:3)

Action research is a form of self-reflective enquiry undertaken by participants in
social (including educational) situations in order to improve the rationality and justice of (a)
their own social or educational pratices, (b) their understanding of these practices, and (c)
the situations (and instituations) in which these practices are carried out.

(Kemmis & Taggart, 1982:5)

The linking of the terms “action” and “research” highlights the essential
feature of the method: trying out ideas in practice as a means of improvement and as a
means of increasing knowledge about the curriculum, teaching and learning. The result
is improvement in.what happens in the classroom and school, and better articulation and
justification of the educational rationale of what goes on. Action research provides a way of
working which links theory and practice into the whole: ideas in action.

(Carr and Kemmis, 1982, in Nunan, 1990:63)

(Action Research) is characterized by a continuing effort to closely interlink, relate
and confront action and reflection, to reflect upon one's conscious and unconscious doings
in order to develop one's actions and to act reflectively in order to develop one's knowledge.

(Altricher, Posch and Somekh, 1993:6)

The aim of action research, as opposed to much traditional or fundamental research, is
to solve the immediate and pressing day—to—day problems of practitioners...action research
is carried out by practitioners seeking to improve their understanding of events, situations
and problems so as to increase the effectiveness of their practice...action research is the

reflective process whereby in a given problem area, where one wishes to improve pratice
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or personal understanding, inquiry is carried out by the practitioner—first to clearly define
the problem; secondly, to specify a plan of action—including the testing of hypothesis by
application of action to the problem. Evaluation is then taken to monitor and establish the
effectiveness of the action taken. Finally, participants reflect upon, explain developments,
and communicate these results to the community of action researchers. Action research is a
systematic self-reflective scientific inquiry by pratitioners to improve practice.

(McKernan, J. 1991:3-5)

Action research is simply a form of self-reflective enquiry undertaken by participants
in social situations in order to improve the rationality and justice of their own practices,their
understanding of these practices, and the situations in which the practices are carried out.

(Carr and Kemmis, 1986:162)

Action research is the process of systematically evaluating the consequences of
educational decisions and adjusting prctice to maximize effectiveness. This involves
teachers and school administrators' delineating their teaching and leadership strategies,
identify their potential outcomes, and observing whether these outcomes do, indeed,
occur. Essentially, action research is examining one's own practice. Action research is a
process that promotes the positive impact that teachers and administrators have on student
achievement. Action research takes maximum advantage of the assumption that the best
sources of effective educational practice are those most directly involved with teaching—
teachers and principals.

(McLean, 1995:3)
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118h. MERREESE. (HRHLRBSBEEMEEEZN BRI AR$, 3268

CEEE R ]
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HWFFe i FER 2 Fp I 005, RTRES BRI S . B s 110 ) W7l A 5 SR 1S AL
{HIR I T et Se e m i 5% 77, IRl — AW ) g e i f

(4) f7hitotiEid R S OFRMR . TR B R U E IR P 5R
U7, SRR SEPRI . [TEM AR T R R A 25,
ERTERS B A BUTRE NS ERAZE .

(5) FTEhWsE— R ERE . 1Tahit 7 RAEE—Fh B TR EEN T, XF
HORHEBEEES, BESERAJRRBANNFREANRE, ERERRIR. B
R SRR PR, RUBIRE, FTEh IR A kL S SR A AT TUR
MEE RIS &R RZIT k& R B A E NN E.

(6) fTEMFRIEES Y. EENEE DI ERE BTN SO 0 s iR 4G
SEERE, MSEBRFE R TFUE MBI b sk B Lt i T,
HMEUTHIES 5098, ZURTESCAP AT B A EeE Sl T RE, FESShE R Hou
SR T A 22 S FRRIE SRR, FE P B sh R VRN, SRS 00 i RE H
F SRR IR HARAO BN . 1AM AR B L P, &R ST
B KRN A M T, FEE i PO, EmALT pEah Az
e .

(7) WFzTH 8 UM E . WFZEH) EBURZOM AT & ORI 2 F Eg L ) 8,
I EUTA SRS L TR ST . W00 S8 nT LU — AN 0 7 ik B 9 10
N, e DR AN RAEFCE PR R, — AN TR R AR )

BT LA SR BN ATE IR T B s LASh, A3EhIFSE, VR —Fit ey 7 sNalis 1
WA A EEAHETZEIRAT TR, XWRITE R IR A O YA
HEHE (McNiff, 1988):

Z GYEEIE: Fer o i A SESENEE AR A B RE A, EHRNTFR
— i R S1R RRE R, A AR 2 SO i B G Y 1) BRI TR
. TEECETEIR S, IR WA AR, BUR TR ECE P e AT DL 1)
B TIESE . Bt R, S4B Ik, 20 B 4G B LSRRI = A\ JF H%
Z 5t e,

EVEHESFE: BeFATahisesn Azl e, i S5FWFA e, #if5a 5%
FGR TN B EYE. SVEATHRFE 0T LIS+ 5 250 2 6] i) A0 R A FAH B2 5F
RERPLE, WORFAE O E 0. FR, EFEDAREHE F LA EatE, o
OB S B BAHE A (L.

RANEFFAE: Stenhouse (1979b) $8H, F2FEATAW ML RGBT S 2
N, X FRAAE . BRI EDIT IR, Mol e, ScitiitR]. WEE,
FE . THEZER, AREEE BT ),

SCIOPERFIE . AT EBLLE SRR RS LI 5, LIS
ARSI A EE R TFB. IREEERF SR, IAEWEE . RgHid
St SR T AT AL EE, FE AR SRR R PRINRICR
e fa 5 SRR Y .

B, AT BURE X FRERA . ik DA R KRBl S
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AR X R




