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ABSTRACT

The dissertation is concerning the Uigur’s religious life in Kecun village, Kex-
iang of Qiemo County, Xinjiang Autonomous Region, involving the modern Uigur’s
religioious views, behaviors and organizations, as well as some religion sites. At
the same time, the author researches into the mundane Uigur’s life ritual and the re-
ligious life of some typical families there.

The author studies the modern Uigur’s religious life and approaches it as a
whole in anthropology perspective firstly. By resorting to some anthropology meth-
ods, such as joining, observing, in — depth interviewing, and by refering to culture
relativism and culture explanation theory as well, the author describes modern
Uigur’s religious life wholly and analyzes the value and functions of the religion as
a social culture form, based on the first — hand materials. The research offers a case
for anthropological research on minority religions in western China.

Three parts are included in the dissertation.

The first is the introduction about the Uigur and investigation spots, including
the Uigur’ s source, name, population, lang. , religion history, and the area’s general
situation. The purpose is to give a clear account of the investigation spot history.and
actuality and the dissertation background. The main body of the dissertation can be
divided into two parts. The former is Divine Summon, which revolves around the
materials about Uigur’s religious consciousness, behaviors, organizations and
spots. The author describes the four elements of religion in order to demonstrate
Uigur's divine religious life and analyzes their religious meanings, values and func-
tions. The latter is Mundane Practice, touching on the Uigur's life through rituals,
Islam’s perfect combination with mundane life, and its great functions in terms of
carrying forward culture. Through five typical families, Uigur’s religious life and the

functions of Islam in Uigur culture are displayed fully. In the last chapter of the ar-
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ticle, through quantitative analysis about Uigur’s religious behaviors, the author con-
cludes that the Uigur's religious beliefs vary with their ages, sexes, education experi-
ences, social situations and families. In addition, the author analyzes the actuality
and causes of Uigur's religious beliefs and behaviors.

The main conclusion of the dissertation are as follows:

First, in modern Uigur’s religious life, Islam is their core belief, and five as-
signments are their main religious behaviors, which express and strengthen their on-
ly one belief in Allah. But as a foreign religion, Islam absorbed and amalgamated
some conventional culture in the local area, and therefore, formed present Islam
with indigenous and ethnic characteristics that modern Uigur believe in.

Second, Islam belief and practice have become Uigur’s life style. With over
1000 years’ development, Islam has infiltrated Uigur cultural behaviors, customs,
mentalities, and so on, Islam culture has become a vital part of Islam conventional
culture.

Third, Islam has played key roles in Uigur’s life psychologically and sociologi-
cally, and has been deeply immersed into every layer of culture, and thus has be-
come an important part of culture since its entry into Xinjiang more than one thou-
sand years ago.

Fouth, in modern Uigur’s rural areas, Islam takes on two tendencies. One is
that the divine religious life is becoming less important in some villagers while reli-
gious features are chiefly embodied in villagers™ everyday life; the other is that the
divine religious life is still well preserved and developed, mainly among some com-
mon villagers and religious professionals with rational exploration and strong reli-
gious duties.

The reasons for the first tendency lie in the impact of modern mundane life
and popular culture on religious life, the lack of social religion education, the divi-

sion of social work, the effect of government’s policy control.

KEY WORDS religious life, Uigur, Kecun village, Islam, cultural amalga-

mation
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