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Preface

On April 16, 2014, it was my honor to have an opportunity to visit Wu Peng and his wife Jiang Lan. Mr. Wu was hale and hearty and Mrs. Wu was quiet
and unadorned, elegant and graceful. On behalf of the teachers and students in Jiaxing University, I invite Mr. Wu to produce a painting album themed by

school sceneries for the celebration of the 100th anniversary of Jiaxing University this October. Mr. Wu agreed with pleasure so that we have the precious
collection now.

Fifty Years to Sharpen a Sword.
North and South I Go Around.
Chinese Painting Will Never End.

This is a poem written by Mr. Wu for himself. He is not only skilled at traditional Chinese painting, but also good at writing, playing Guqin (a seven-
stringed Chinese instrument) and seal cutting, which makes him top the fields of calligraphy and painting. As Mr. Wu points out: "The prerequisite of being
a painter is to be a theorist, critic and educator of calligraphy and painting; meanwhile, to be an outstanding calligrapher.” He has been strict with himself
for decades. As a painter, what he creates, such as chicken, horses and other animals, is simple, natural and harmonious. Either landscapes, flowers, birds
or people, Mr. Wu produces them with ancient and historical artistic conception. As a theorist of calligraphy and painting, he believes traditional concepts
but strives for something new out of the old one he learned. As a critic of calligraphy and painting, he creates a theory of "To Appreciate Painting from Five
Elements (metal, wood, water, fire and earth)" which has been regarded as a norm to assess calligraphy and paintings. As an educator of calligraphy and
painting, he emphasizes the education and the promotion of Chinese calligraphy and painting. As a calligrapher, he specializes in seal script and practises
cursive sometimes as well.

Mr. Wu’s artistic spirit will be carried on from generation to generation. As a nostalgic and generous educator, he has paid much attention to the
development of Jiaxing University. As early as in 2004, Mr. Wu established "Wu Peng Love Donation" in the College of Business and has continuously

donated for the past ten years to help nearly 100 poverty-stricken students to finish school and then find jobs. Mr. Wu has been well respected and admired



by our teachers and students so that he was invited to give speeches in "Shiing-Shen Lecture Hall" on October 17, 2013. He shared his legendary life,
personality, knowledge, talent and skill with more than 700 teachers and students, which left a deep impression on them. After the speech, Mr. Wu gave
his calligraphic inscription: Even Walking on the Ground, Like Climbing on a Slope, which shows his great concern for our university.

It is our honor to obtain the invaluable album created by Mr. Wu this time and it is another precious relationship between Mr. Wu and Jiaxing
University. The region in south of the Yangtze River is endowed with fine spirit of the universe and has a millennium educational history. Fortunately,
Jiaxing University is located here, so everything in the university enjoys a touching story. With Mr. Wu’s gifted brush, these stories and romance will
become eternal, in which there are memories of enduring great hardships in pioneer work; joy of having alumni everywhere: youth of being naive and
pure, and responsibility of passing on the spirit. The 100-year-long dream and the beautiful Jiaxing University will be memorized and cherished by our
teachers and students forever.

The well-known artist Chen Shizeng once said: "It is perfect to have four elements in one painting: personality, knowledge, talent and thought." Mr.
Wu meets the requirements and hence becomes an extraordinary artist. In fact, the four elements are also applicable to university education. First, self-
discipline is an essential one when it comes to personality; Secondly, one can pursue truth only after obtaining knowledge; Then talent can cultivate one’s
taste and perfects personality and finally one becomes minded on the basis of the three ones above to cultivate independent spirit and free thoughts. Thus,
it can be seen that through the ages, humanities are still interlinked. As educators, we should take Mr. Wu as an example to inherit civilization, link the

i i

Jiaxing University
03 June 2014

ancient and modern, and to develop more important people for our society.
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Wu Peng, courtesy name Baohong and Zhinong, a native of Jiaxing, was born in Shimen Town, Tongxiang City, Zhejiang
Province in 1941. With good literary accomplishment and deep academic insight, Wu Peng is known as the contemporary famous
calligrapher and painter, art theorist and educator of calligraphy and painting. In addition, he is skilled at Gugin (a seven-stringed
Chinese instrument) and seal cutting. His theory of "To Appreciate Painting from Five Elements (metal, wood, water, fire and earth)"
has a far-reaching influence on modern painting. He published many collections of his works, such as Painting Techniques of Baixue Study,
Painting Manual of Mustard Seed Garden-Copied by Wu Peng, Painting Manual of Penglan Study, Wu Peng’s Painting Life, Illustrated
Handbook of Painting Appreciation from Five Elements, Brush and Ink Talks, Words for Oriental Aethetic Appreciation, Art of Sketching,
Calligraphy of Oracle Bone Inscriptions, Horizonal Scroll of the Summer Palace, Orchid Painting Techniques of Baixue Study, Bamboo
Painting Techniques of Baixue Study, Rock Painting Techniques of Baixue Study, and Wu Peng’s Painting Album.

Wu Peng often gives lectures of Traditional Chinese Painting on the channels of China Educational Television and Central Digital
Television since 2002. Moreover, he is the researcher of Shanghai Art Institution, distinguished professor of Central Digital Television,
honorary president of Artists Association of Central State Organ and guest professor of Jiaxing University.
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Grand Gate

The main entrance is located in the South Yuexiu Road, Jiaxing City. It was
built in 1999. The four Chinese characters meaning “Jiaxing University” on
the beam of the gates were inscribed by Mr. Shiing-shen Chern, international
mmathematics master and famous educator. Mr. Shiing-shen Chern was the first
honorary president of Jiaxing University.
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Previous Campus in Meicheng
One of the previous campuses of Jiaxing University was known as Zhejiang
Economic College, which had been in Meicheng Town, Jiande City for 30 years.

Many young people with ambition and passion graduated from here to make
contribution to the country.
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South and North Peak Towers

Where the three rivers converge in Meicheng stand two towers - the South
Peak Tower and the North Peak Tower. These two face-to-face towers become an
eternal memory of the students enbracing the past, the present and the future.
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Shuren Avenue

A Chinese saying goes like that it takes ten years to grow a tree and a hundred
years to bring up a generation of good men. At the beginning of its establishment,
the school only had tens of students. However, it has reached 24,000 now. So far,
more than 100,000 alumni have been making great contribution to the society.



