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Once there was a big strong king who had a daughter. She was called Princess Sylvie. The
king and Princess Sylvie loved going for walks in the palace gardens. Princess Sylvie wore her
pretty blue velvet dress, and the king always had sweets in his pockets for her.

One day they set out for a walk with Sylvie’s dog, Oskar.
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They came to a gate in the wall, a long way

from the palace. Sylvie didn’t want to go home yet.

Lo

“Can we go into the wood!” she asked. o 3

“Let’s see if my key fits the lock,” said the king. 5%\ ‘-j

-

“I've never been through this gate before.”
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The gate sprang open, and Oskar
barked and ran into the wood. Sylvie
followed him happily.

The king was unsure. They didn’t
usually leave the palace gardens, and he

didn’t know what was in the wood.
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Sylvie was very excited to be running in the wood. “Everything’s so lovely and fresh and

green,”she laughed. “Look, is that a starling?”

She hadn’t noticed the long-eared hare who had been watching them. Suddenly Oskar saw

the hare and chased after it.

“Come back here Oskar!” Sylvie shouted, but the dog didn’t listen.
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The king wasn’t listening either. He was
also enchanted by the wild wood, so different

from the neat and tidy gardens of the palace.

He stood watching a thrush which was singing

a beautiful song.
He didn’t notice Sylvie running off

through the trees after Oskar.
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When the thrush stopped singing, the
king looked around for Sylvie. He couldn’t
see her anywhere!

“Perhaps she’s playing hide-and-seek,”
he thought. So he started searching for her
in the thick bushes, prodding with his stick.
Then he stood and scratched his head.

“l knew going into the wood

wasn’t a good idea,” he muttered.
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