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8§ = Preface

The ancient Huizhou enjoys a long history.
It originated in the Spring and Autumn
and Warring States Period (770 B.C.-221
B.C.) and established institution in the Qin
Dynasty (221 B.C.-206 B.C.). Taken shape
in the Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-220 A.D.),
its jurisdictional pattern of six counties
remained until the Song Dynasty (960-1279).
With counties of Shexian, Xiuning, Wuyuan,
Jixi, Yixian and Qimen under jurisdiction,
the Huizhou Prefecture, founded in the Song
Dynasty, gained a nationwide reputation.
Huizhou has now evolved into Huangshan
municipality, and the “One Prefecture and
Six Counties” of ancient Huizhou are
set by the Ministry of Culture as “The
Experimental Zone of Huizhou Cultural and
Ecological Protection” .

Huizhou, a place with beautiful
mountains and clear water, is located in the
junction of three provinces-Anhui, Zhejiang

and Jiangxi where there are undulating hills
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and meandering crystal-clear streams. With
unmatched sceneries, Mount Huangshan is
regarded as the king of mountains, while the
Xin'an River, boasting of “three hundred
and sixty heavenly beaches” , is considered
the most beautiful one among rivers and
streams, reputed as “Xin'an River - A
Landscape Gallery” . The pastoral scenes are
so amazing that they created a rare paradise.

Huizhou is also rich in culture and
art, In the Ming (1368-1644) and Qing
(1644-1911) dynasties, Huizhou merchants
rose to commercial prominence, which
contributed to the construction of villages,
memorial archways and ancestral houses.
Furthermore, they founded schools to make
education flourish, popularized elegant
and refined lifestyles by promoting various
cultural art forms such as music, fine arts,
book engraving, so that an unknown Huizhou
became legendary in China.

Incorporating geography, history, art,
folk customs and architecture, this book
describes the geographical features of
Huizhou, its cultural customs, and artistic
characteristics, brings together a number
of vivid illustrations, exhibiting a picture
of Huizhou's culture and art. We sincerely
hope that readers can experience from it the

profound meaning of Huizhou culture.
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Huizhou people paid great attention to daily life. The village site they
prefer are generally backed by mountains, surrounded by water and
faced with natural protective barriers, which seeks beauty and flavor
in fengshui concepts; Characterized by civilian residential housing,
ancestral houses, memorial archways and theaters, the layout of
villages reflects an aesthetic touch in the above four features. And
the beauty of housing is further enhanced by decorations of wood,
stone and brick carvings, while the ambience was arranged according
to gardens, in which bonsais, rockeries, and flowers are placed,
spreading the exquisite in details. Therefore Huizhou was awarded

with the title “Villages in Chinese Paintings” .
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Region Diagram of Huizhou in the Qing
Dynasty (1644 - 1911)

> The Layout of Huizhou
Villages

“Huizhou is a dreamland and is always
my most-adored place all the life.” The
verse was written by the great dramatist
Tang Xianzu of the Ming Dynasty
(1368-1644). As the most affluent place
in the world, Huizhou is hidden deeply
in beautiful mountains and rivers,
demonstrating its attraction through the
exquisite and elegant villages.

Concentrated or scattered, the five
thousand villages, of which Huizhou is
proud, lie either on flat and fertile land
or in undulating green mountains. The
villages are near the mountains and by
the rivers; with black tiles, white-washed
walls. They are simply a feast for the
eyes, hence get the reputation “Villages
in Chinese Paintings” .

Huizhou villages, in terms of

landscape, are divided into two
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Fengshui

Fengshui, also known as Kan Yu, is a Chinese system of geomancy used by ancient people to
orient buildings, including the determination of site and orientation as well as construction.
Rather comprehensive and systematic, it combines geological geography, ecology, landscape,

architecture, ethics and aesthetics.
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Ancient Villages of Huizhou, surrounded by mountains and water
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categories: concentrated and scattered,
the former being the majority.

From site-chosen to layout as well
as function facilities, Huizhou villages
embrace richness in content, pursue
perfection and devote particular care to
specifications. By perfectly combining
the topography and the architecture, the

housing and its natural ambience, the

villages have made a garden environment
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The Yan Village of Wuyuan County, near the mountain and by the river.

Due to the hilly terrain, the villages of Huizhou are generally situated at the foot of a mountain and beside a
stream, presenting a layout with mountains, water and bridges. Surrounded by mountains and rivers, the Yan
Village of Wuyuan County, with its picturesque sceneries, reminds people of a paradise.
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Paddy fields and villages in Yan Village of
Wuyuan County.

with an artistic taste.

Site-chosen is to choose the living
environment. Huizhou people were
particular about fengshui concepts, and
the ideal village location in their mind
can be summarized in three aspects:
“Backed by hills, surrounded by water
and faced with a natural barrier.”

“Backed by hills” means a mountain
is behind the village, which Huizhou
people think is a patron - commonly
known as “the mountain that attracts
dragon” ; “surrounded by water”
indicates the river or stream flowing
through the village. Considered a gold
band embracing the village, people
believe it will bring wealth (In ancient
times, people loved to decorate the waist
belt with gold and jade to show dignity,
wealth and status); “Faced with a natural
barrier” refers to the low mountains in
front of the village. Huizhou people
believe that this is a screen that can
prevent evil invasion. According to the
Genealogy of Shangshu Fang's Family,
their ancestor saw crisscrossing paths
on a farmland and beautiful mountains
when choosing location. The mountains
rise straight up in the front, and the quiet
valley hides behind, with two rivers on

the left and right side, lush trees covering
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Arch Gate of the Grand Ancestral House in Pingshan Village, Yixian County (Photo credited to

Quanjing Zhengpian)

An ancient village for the Shu Family, Pingshan Village is located in Longjiang Town, Yixian County on
southwest of Huangshan Mountains. It was called Changningli in the Tang (618-807) and Song (960-1279)
dynasties and was later renamed Pingshan because of the screen-like Pingfeng Mountain to the north of the
village. In the Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911) dynasties, the village was governed by Jiudu of Yixian
County, Huizhou Prefecture, hence was also known as “The Shu Village of Jiudu".
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the ground. Impressed by the sceneries,
he decided to settle here. Again, in
Genealogy of the Cheng Family of
Tuoshan, their village was said to be with
eight ridges arranged to form an arch and
source of the river meandered like a belt.
Huangshan, Songluo, Jinzhu and Tianma

mountains are the distant views while
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ponds and fields, camel-like stones and
seal-like mounds as the near views, all
like God's special gift. Along with Santai
Mountain and the strange huge stones
guarding here as a barrier, this was really
the perfect place to live.

As for some of the unfavorable
foundation environment to be used in
construction of villages, Huizhou people
do not blindly give up, but actively
engage in its transformation, which
in terms of fengshui concept, is called
“supplement the foundation™ . The most
common approach is to supplement
water, because “Blood circulation is
to human body what water flow is to
earth.” The methods to divert water
to supplement the foundation include
direct water diversion, building stone
tablet, digging irrigation canals, building
embankments, etc. Two examples are the
artificial water system that runs around
every household in Hongcun Village of
Yixian County, and the water system
network in Chengkan villages of Huizhou
district.

In Huizhou villages, simulation and
symbolic patterns are usually used to
reflect the spiritual pursuit in people's
inner world. Take Pingshan Village
of Yixian County for example, it was

built along the banks of Jiyang Stream.
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Ancient Villages of Jixi County

Strip and compact in shape, the village
is just like a sailing boat, with Jiyang
Stream as the cable, the neat residential
houses as the cabins and the flagpole in
the ancestral house, the trees at village
entrance as masts, while the surrounding
peaks as the gulf and southwestern
wilderness as the vast sea, which
means riding the wind and waves and
going ahead boldly. Another example
is Shijiacun Village of Jixi County,
whose ancestor was Shi Shouxin, the
distinguished senior general in the
Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127).
When his descendants moved here,
they planned the village into a uniform
shape of a chessboard, with the barrack-
style layout remained. Five latitude lines
interlinked three longitudinal ones that
run through the village on the ground
covered with intertwined granite. As a
sign of status, in the center of the village
was placed an ancestral house to be
used as the General's Palace, while the
Stream of Peach Blossom was taken
as the “river” on the chessboard. This
symbolizes the chess game featuring their
ancestor and Emperor Zhao Kuangyin as
the players. To maintain the neat layout
of the village, Genealogy of the Shi

Family warned explicitly at the beginning
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that “construction by later generations
of housing inflicting damage on the
chessboard layout is prohibited.”

When visiting villages in Huizhou,
what greets people first is the water
outlet, a public facility frequently seen in
dwelling areas. As a gateway, the water
outlet is in the border area between the
village and the outside. According to

fengshui concept, water decides wealth,
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Xidi Village, Huangshan Municipality

Surrounded on three sides by mountains, Xidi is crossed by a front and a rear stream, which converge in

the south of the village. In 2000, Xidi was inscribed on the World Cultural Heritage List thanks to its unique
appearance of mountains, rivers and ancient buildings.
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Small river running front Wenchang pavilion Memorial
village archway
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Diagram of the Water Outlet in Xidi, Yixian County

In general, the ancient villages of Huizhou have a water source at the entrance. According to Huishifawei
(Short Essays on Painting) composed by Tangdai of the Qing Dynasty (1644—1911), at a water outlet a

narrow gorge was formed between two intersecting mountains and overlapping rocks, and the water flows
in that winding gorge, finally pouring out. The one in Xidi meets this description.



