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Summary

Questions, especially those with both philosophical and social significance,
are the starting — points of great philosophical theories. Of all philosophical
questions the most important ones are those concerning the relations between
Heaven (rian) and Man (ren), between nature and mind, or between nature,
mind and idea.

This book is mainly concerned with the dialectics of the practice — based
cognitive process, especially the question of how to gain knowlcdgcAof both
Human Nature (xing) and Heavenly Way ( tian dao) through the leap *from
knowledge to wis — dom” (zhuan shi chen zhi).

In his study of the history of philosophy, the author summarizes the major
problems in epistemology into the following four: Can the objective reality be
given in sensation? How can theoretical thinking arrive at universally valid
knowledge? Can logical thinking grasp the concrete truth (first of all the
principle of the unity of the world and the principle of the development of the
world)? How is the free personality to be nurtured? The whole book is a result
of the author’s systematic and continnous effort to address these problems.

According to the author, true knowledge of Human Nature and Heavenly
Way. being innately connected with the free development of humanity. is just
what we call wisdom. Wisdom is that which makes human beings free as long as
it, as a theory, is turned into methods and virtues. The term “theory” here
refers to the philosophical wisdom in systematic form. which is characterized by
throughly studying the relation between Heaven and Man and comprehensively
communicating with the doctrines of all schools of thought. It is a general

outlook on the universe and the human life. or the ge neral knowledge of
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Human Nature (xing) and Heavenly Way( tian dao) . which is by its nature self —
reflexive.

In this theory of wisdom, knowing the world and knowing the self are not
two separate things. On the contrary, only through the practice — based
interaction between knowing the world and knowing the self. and through
“realizing virtues (de) by personalizing the Way (dao) and developing the Way
by displaying the human nature (xing)” can the virtues of a free personality be
arrived at. and what is absolute and infinite be experienced from what is

relative and finite.
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