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Ancient Times

Tianjin lies on an alluvial plain which emerged
after marine regression. As early as 100,000 years
ago, in the Paleolithic Period, there were human
beings living in what's Jixian County today.
About 5,500 years ago, a regression started after
the last marine transgression. About 4,000 years

ago, today'’s Tianjin city proper emerged as land
above sea level

About 3,600 years ago, in an effort to combat
the flood, a river was dug to divert flood from the
Yellow River to the sea near today's Tianjin. After
that, the Yellow River flowed to the sea through
Tianjin for three times, coupled by the flowing of
other rivers like Daging River, Yongcm:] River, Ziya

River, North Canal, etc. A large amount of sediment
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Canal Transportation (part)
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The earliest Tianjin pioneers in Jixian County

In 2015, 14 Paleclithic sites were discovered in Jixian County. More
than 1000 stone implements were collected

Judging by the geomorphologic and cultural characteristics,
these sites belong to the early or middle Paleolithic Period, more
than 100,000 years ago,

silted up and formed an alluvial plain, hence the
gradual eastward movement of the coastline.

In the Spring and Autumn Period (@bhout 2,100
years ago), the coastline was east of today’s
Zhangguizhuang, Jugezhuang and Shajingzi.

According to archaeological discoveries, many
densely populated villages already appeared in Tianjin
plain in the Warring States period. In the suburbs of

Tianjin, there are remains of up to 50 villages.
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Establishment of Tianjin

The name of Tianjin, meaning “the emperor’s
ferry”, first appeared in the Ming Dynasty.

The official name of the Tianjin area, San Hui Hai
Kou (literally “estuary of three rivers”), first appeared
in historical records in the Tang Dynasty.

Adjacent to the sea and rivers, Tianjin enjoys
great geographical advantages. After the opening
of the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal in the Sui
Dynasty (581-618), Tianjin became an important

node between the canal and the sea, hence a
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hub of waterway transportation. Therefore, Tianjin
has played a significant role in the economic
exchanges and development between the North
and South of China.

After the middle period of the Tang Dynasty (618-
907), Tianjin became a hub for the transportation

SRR (1360 — 1424 ) BEKBSTHEBIF, AE=5F (1370 F) ZHKE.
B RNEEZR, T 1402 FFEGFER, RAPBE=ME®F, E22 &,
FSKFR.

RBRBRTRER TR T “HHE" MAAXF—RBHLEBIAEA
I —75 18, BT ARAMAWAERES.

Zhu Di (1360-1424), the fourth son of emperor Zhu Yuanzhang, was appointed King of Yan
in 1370. By launching a war, he seized the throne in 1402 and became the third emperor of
the Ming Dynasty. He reigned for 22 years under the title Yongle.

In history, the name of Tianjin came from the enthrone ship of an emperor. Now, the city is
still an ideal harbor for ambitious people to set sail for stuccess.

XRERTHPES—EMR— “BXKR” #=

KERPEEEHATR . 1878 F (/BELEMNFE) 78, Xi2BXBE
ESNBURITT-ELERHBERMERSE, SR "BXXE" HiZE. #EZEE
| KBEE" FH, $H 15K, 3HR. 5 HR=MEE. BXAR" 68
FEFTEHE ERITHE—EHE.

Dragon Stamps: the first set of stamps in China issued in Tianjin

{
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Tianjin is the birthplace of postal service in modern China. In July 1878, Tianjin Customs Post
Office issued a set of stamps with pictures of dragons on them, hence the name dragon
stamps. On the stamps are the Chinese characters: Post Office of Qing Dynasty. The stamps are
of three different face values. The dragon stamps are the first set of stamps issued in China.
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of grain and silk from the south to the north. The
establishment of Zhiguzhai in the Jin Dynasty (1115-
1234) and Haijin Town in the Yuan Dynasty (1206-1368)
demonstrates both Tianjin's military significance and
its role as a transportation center of grain.

In 1400, Zhu Di led his army southward across
the river through what's Tianjin today and seized
power in 1403, when the reign was changed to
Yongle. In 1405 and 1406, two garrisons (wei)
were deployed on the left and right of Tianjin,
respectively. In 1652, the garrisons and the town
were merged into one, collectively known as
“Tianjin Wei". Founded in 1404, Tianjin now boasts
a history of 612 years.
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Tianjin: the first Chinese city with public transport system

In 1906, a tram line was built around the city of Tianjin, the first in China. After that, 7 more
tram lines were built, forming a tram network, which offered convenience to the life of
citizens. In the 1930s, it became a fashion in Tianjin to take the tram to go shopping in Quanye
Bazaar. Thus, Tianjin became the first Chinese city with public transportation system.
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Beijiang Museum (Tianjin Nature Museum now)
— the first natural science museum in the north of China

I the first half of the 20th century, Bejjiang Museum — the first natural science museum in the
north of China — was founded in Tianjin by the French biologist Dr. Emile Licent, who collected a
large quantity of animal and plant specimens. The museum was well known for its rich collection of
specimens and extensive in-depth studies. In June 1857,

t was renamed Tlanjin Nature Museum
XiEnkin
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Tianjin Quanye Bazaar

Located at the junction between Binjiang Read and Heping Road in Heping District, Ti

Quanye-Bazaar was designed by a French engineer and built in 1928. It was the largest
comprehensive department store in Northern China, its establishment not only marked rhv
formation of the modern commercial pattern of Tianjin, but also boc
prosperity in the surrounding areas, r g Road
prosperous commercial center in Tianjin
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Modern Tianjin

Tianjin is one of the first Chinese cities to have
contact with modern western civilizations. After
being opened as a trading port in 1860, Tianjin
became a pioneer of opening in the north and a
base of “Westernization Movement’, breaking new
grounds in the fields of military modernization and
railway, telegraph, telephone, modern education, etc.

In the first half of the twentieth century, Tianjin
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developed into a center of foreign trade, industry,
and finance in northern China, and its population
grew quickly too. Tianjin was the second largest
industrial and commercial city in modern China,
and an economic center in northern China.

Today’s Tianjin

After the founding of the People’s Republic
of China in 1949, Tianjin became a municipality
directly under the central government. After China
adopted the policy of reform and opening up
in 1978, Tianjin became one of the first cities to
open to the outside world. Now, its economy and
society develop rapidly.

At the new stage in the new century, the
development and opening of Tianjin Binhai New
Area was incorporated in the strategic layout of
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The first modern university in China — Tianjin
University (formerly known as Peiyang University)

Peiyang University, the predecessor of Tianjin University, was
founded in 1895 with approval from Emperor Guangxu with
the name Tianjin Peiyang Western School (later renamed
Peiyang University). The University hired the American Ding Jiali
(1857-1930) as its first president, and its majors, curriculum and
educational planning were based on those of Harvard University
and Yale University. With “seeking truth from facts” as its motto,
Peiyang University is known for its rigorous scholarship and down-
to-earth work style. For over a hundred years, Tianjin University
has trained a large number of outstanding talents for the state and
society.



il

i d
UUTTI!
TR

-

3 *

”
£ / : Q
. k=
y v 1 |

3
"\\ VPSSR R BinhaiFinancial Street
\J'l




KiIZREIEX—AENIB, ROK
1, “SEITER” AUBURILE, MNRERRS
O, LA OFERIEHAIEIR
Mk, BIFTEESD. IRSZRENFIEGR=ZS D
THHRS, EIEHINHEN SR EX
EREHIERRESRE.

bl
ZifF
" The economic
"1 center of narthemn
China

EIfR
AT

An international
port city

overall national development. It achieves rapid
economic growth, and becomes more and
more influential in stimulating the economic
development in the Bohai Rim area. Binhai New
Area has become a new economic growth peak of
China after Shenzhen Special Economic Zone and
Shanghai Pudong New Area.

Seizing this historic opportunity, Tianjin takes
full advantage of the policy to accelerate the pace
of building an international port city, as well as the
economic center of northern China and an eco-
city. It is constantly improving its innovation ability,
service ability, and international competitiveness,
playing an important role in the coordinated
development of Bohai Rim area and the Beijing-

. Tianjin-Hebei region.



