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~ PREFACE

The date OL the pubhca.tmn of the 21st issue of the
' China Christian Year Book should be 1939. A word of
explanation of its delay is due to many friends of the Year
‘Book who have been subscribers volume after volume in
the past, and who naturally enquired solicitously about its
re-appearance. After the appointment of the Editorial
Board and the election of its editors by the National
Christian Council, the editors called a meeting of the
'Board and plans were made for the book, and the work of
securing articles began shortly. But these have been “fei-
chiang”—unusual—days. Circumstances beyond personal
control often demand the modification of plans at 2 moment’s
notice,—promises made under such conditions are fulfilled
or not according to individual judgement. Communications
are interrupted or facilitated often contrary to expecta-
tions and calculations. Censorship and other difficulties
sometimes hold up mail and cause uncomfortable suspense.
All this has been part of the war-time experience and we
have gradually become accustomed to them. In ‘addition to
these, two other factors have entered:—One is the travel
of the editors, the other, the question was raised of whether
\pablxcatmn should be undertaken by the Christian Litera--
ture Society as during the period from 1910 to 1937, or by
the National Christian Council, which required time for con-
sultation and decision. At last everything is settled, and
with the amount of the material secured we arranged for
the publication without further delay.
~ We wish to thank all the contributors to this volume
who without exception are very busy men and women, hold-
ing responsible positions, and whose tasks have invariably
become more arduous during - these days of mnational
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suffering. The editors and readers owe them a great debt
for this valuable service.

A few facts concerning the appearance of the book need
to be noted. - There is no uniformity of spelling as between
American and British usage. Attempt is made to follow
the Chinese Post Office spelling of places and names
standardized since 1906. Paragraph headings and other
relative matters have not been uniformly treated, because
three different editors have worked over the material. The
cost of publication has been enormously increased, and care-
ful consideration to the necessary selling price greatly
influenced the determination of its length. With great
regret and reluctance we have to omit important material
which we had planned to publish, such as Mr, J. B. Powell’s
very valuable but lengthy Diary of Events, which ran to 70
pages; Statistics of the Missionary Body; Who’s Who of
Chinese Christian Leaders, Chronology of Church Events,
etc., etc. We hope in the future volume  these may be
again included. The latest statistics of missionaries in
China can be found in Interpretative Statistical Survey of
the World. Mzssmn of the Christian Church (1938), of which
the China ﬁgures were re-assembled and printed in a section
on Protestant Missions in the China Year Book 1939, pre-
pared by the Rev. C. L. Boynton.

We wish to call the attention of our new readers to
the following characteristics of this volume:—

First, the articles of this volume have come in at
different times during the last year. Some include in-
formation as late as the autumn of 1940. Others received
much earlier naturally cover only the facts up to that timé.
The delay of publication has been, therefore, not without
its compensation. The readers can use these facts as the
latest available.

Second, these articles show that the Chnstlan mission-
aries have proved once again their value and strength in
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the Christian Movement in China, as well as true friends
and comrades in this ternﬁc struggle for freedom and
democracy

Third, one many nofice that this book represents a
mosaic of the Christian movement in China, the articles
‘show how different denominations have striven through
their union enterprises and co-operative eﬁorts to forward
the Christian cause.

Fourth, one may also notice the vitality of the Protest-
ant Christian Movement as it shows itself in this back-
ground of national trial. In the midst of intense suffer-
ings, unprecedented destruction and losses, a religious
body, and a minority body at that, has stood out firmly and
eourageously, facing whatever came to it, not only doing
its best to carry out regular work in shifting environment
and uncertain circumstances, but also the work of relief
and succor to many outside the Church. Its strength is
entirely out of proportion to its numbers. In these dark
hours, many Chinese Christians are going on, not only with
a firm faith that they shall see dawn before long, but also
fired with zeal for creative plans for the coming days.

The readers are indebted to the Rev, Charles L.
_Boynion, for his invaluable work in getting this. volume
through the press. With his increasing responsibilities,
due to the present environment, the reading of the proof,
preparmg the index and seeing the book through the press,
has had to be done out of office hours. He has been a
stand-by of the YEAR B0OK during the past twenty-
five years and has read a majority of the twenty issues in
their manuscript and proof stages.

Of this issue he has read all the pages at least three
times. How great is our indebtedness to him can only be
apprt}ciated by the fellow_editors of such work as this.

T. T. LEW.
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