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e
REZF—EE—BXAPNIE, [BI%F: What do you

think Stanley is doing? (&3: He looks asif he’s imagining
the dragon. ) [E1%: What would it be like to see a dragon?
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sprinted: ran at top speed over a short distance (page 17)

lumbered: moved in a heavy, slow and awkward way (page 40)
precious: very valuable (page 46)
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o‘j:/ Chapte‘r 1
\\-J/ .
Big Beastly Lies

Stanley Manners told lies. Not just little
white lies, but big beastly whoppers.

At breakfast he lied to his dad.

“Stanley, will you please stop fiddling with
the spoon and eat your cereal?” said Dad.

“I can't,” replied Stanley. “The spoon is stuck
to my nose because I have magnetic super
powers.”

Which he hadn't.

)
:
;
:
?




At school he lied to Patsy Prendergast.

“I have a pony called Princess Pinkerton,”
boasted Patsy. “And she eats apples right
out of my hand!”

“I have a dragon called Douglas,” replied

Stanley. “And it eats ponies.”
Which he hadn't.
And it didn't.




At dinner he lied to his gran.
“I went to bingo today,” said Gran, “and
I won some money and a box of chocolates.”

)

“l went to the moon,’

replied Stanley, “and
I won a medal from the Queen.”
Which he didn't.
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Stanley didn’t mean to tell lies, he just
wanted life to be more exciting. But no one
understood.

“Stop lying, Stanley,” they all said. “It’ll
get you in big trouble one day.”

But Stanley didn’t listen. “It’s not fair,”
he muttered to himself. “Grown-ups are

always telling lies.”

Which they were.
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“Eat your crusts or your hair won't curl,”
said Dad.

“If the wind changes, your face will stay
like that,” said Gran.



Grown-ups even lied to each other.

“Does this dress suit me?” asked Gran.

“Absolutely,” replied Dad. “You look as
pretty as a picture.”

Which she didn’t.




Gran was the worst of all.
“If you wish hard enough,” she said,
“your wish will come true.”

But it never did.

“It’s not fair,” Stanley repeated to himself.

“If they can lie, why can't 1?”
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Stanley’s birthday was getting close
and he had invited his friends to his party.
“What presents are you
getting?” asked Raj
Chatterjee the day
before Stanley’s party.
“I got a robot for
my birthday and
it can walk.”

“I'm getting a gold

robot,” replied Stanley.

“And it can walk, play
tennis and sing.”
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“What sort of cake will
you have?” asked Elsie Atkins,
who loved cake. “I had
a chocolate one for my
birthday party and it was
taller than our teapot.”

“Mine will be chocolate, cherry and banana

flavour,” replied Stanley. “And it will be taller
than Mrs Bottomley.” (Who was very tall indeed!)
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“Will there be a conjuror?”
asked Ruby Hooper.
“I had a conjuror called
The Great Gregorio and

he was the best in town.”

“I'm having two conjurors,”

replied Stanley. “And they're the
best in the whole wide world.”
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“Dad,” said Stanley when he got home
that day. “Please can I have a gold robot
that walks, plays tennis and sings? And two
conjurors who are the best in the whole wide
world? And a cake that has three flavours
and is two metres tall?”




