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The steam locomotives were compared to "the historical heroes who rendered outstanding
service" by the staff members of the Lanzhou Railway Administration. After the Baotou-
Lanzhou Railway was electrified, they held a grand ceremony to bid farewell to the last
steam locomotive once running on the line. As a result, one of the purposes of our press

to publish this picture album is to commemorate and express our respect to these
"historical heroes".
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PREFACE

By LU Zhengcao
(June 20, 2000)

Steam locomotives have become more and more rarely used nowadays, and probably with the
lapse of several years, they will be preserved in museums as historical relics. However, the superb
sight they left on the land of China will forever be fresh with special charms, bringing people back to
retrace those elapsing glorious years.

Steam locomotives, born in the United Kingdom and growing up in the United States, France,
Germany, Japan and Russia and other countries, are the symbol of the Industrial Revolution in the
19th century. They were once greatly concerned with the historical development of world railway
industry. It was in China that steam locomotives were developed into its most splendid period, although
they were introduced to China only a short period of time ago. No single country in the world like
China collected so many different types of foreign steam locomotives, spent so much manpower and
material resources on applying, manufacturing and designing steam locomotives, and gave full play
of the functions of all of them.

The evolution of steam locomotives in China is not only the supersession of old products by new
ones, but also an epitome of the development of the Chinese nation from declining to prosperity and
a witness to the great efforts made by generations of railway workers. At present, steam locomotives
are going to recede from the railway stage and be replaced by the more advanced traction engine
locomotives. This is an inexorable law of scientific progress and social and economic development.
On the threshold of a new century, it is of great significance for us to collect all the pictures of steam
locomotives once running on the land of China and have the fine album published when we are
reconsidering and exploring the advantages of the railway industry. Publishing of the album will not
only preserve the glories of the old steam locomotives on China's land, but also provide valuable
materials for the research on the development of world steam locomotives.

I cherish special feelings towards the steam locomotives as a railway worker of the old generation.
It is also my yearlong wish to see this fine album published in my lifetime.

| avail this opportunity to extend my heartfelt thanks to those who have devoted to the publishing
of this album.
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Foreword

By Yan Jiesheng
(February 20, 2001)

As for many people, steam locomotives are full of
charms and attractions because of their imposing vision,
overwhelming strength, thick smoke, swift speed and
sonorous, exciting and warm screaming. However, more
advanced diesel and electric locomotives have replaced
them, although they once made great contribution to China's
social and economic development. Scholars are looking for
materials to research them, young people who have never
seen them are looking forward to seeing their elegant
demeanor, and old people who are familiar with steam
locomotives recollect them with nostalgia. The "Steam
Locomotive Heat", originated in Europe, America, Japan and
Australia, is becoming increasingly high in China. To cater
for this trend, A Picture Album of Steam Locomotives in China
is going to be published.

This album of steam locomotives covers not only those
made by China but also the foreign steams once running

., on the land of China, totaling 177 types with over 400

pictures. The foreign steam locomotives fall into two sections.
The first section, including 154 types, contains the first steam
locomotive by the name of "Pioneer" coming to China in
1876 and other steams, which we have preserved pictures
of and were introduced to China through various channels
from Britain, United States, Germany, France, Japan,
Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Tsar Russia and Switzerland and
so on during the reigns of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911),
the Beiyang Warlord Administration and the Republic of
China respectively. The second part includes 2 types of
steams imported form former USSR and Poland between
1958 and 1961 and 21 types of steam of Chinese make
built until after the founding of the People's Republic of China
in 1949. Several picture albums with the collection of steams

in China were published by Australia, Great Britain and
Germany in the 1980s, but they have never concluded the
steams employed all over China. Compared with these
published albums, A Picture Album of Steam Locomotives
in China collects the most steam types in China from the
time when China was unable to built steams to the period
when new steams grew out of the under-developed ones
and from the glorious roles they have played to the moment
they recede from the railway stage. This book can be
regarded as an elaborated "album of the whole steam
locomotive family ".

The scenes recorded in this album can be traced back
to as early as 1876 and as late as February 2001. It covers
125 years and is indeed an album crossing three centuries.

However, this album is far from a complete "family
album" of steam locomotives in China. How many types of
foreign steams were introduced to China before the founding
of the People's Republic of China is still unknown so far.
During the 73 years from 1876 when Great Britain built the
Shanghai-Wusong Railway without authorization of the Qing
government till 1949 when the Kuomingtang Administration
retreated from China's mainland, China had been employing
foreign steam locomotives in its railway sector. Moreover,
even Class KF1 designed by China's own experts, had to
be built in Britain because China was incapable of making it
then. In 1949, the Ministry of Railways conducted a survey
on the steams left over by Old China. Altogether, there were
4,069 steam locomotives, built by over 30 works of 8
countries, in China's railway industry. There were as many
as 198 types, including 187 types of steams with standard
gauge and 11 with narrow gauge (excluding 34 types of
narrow gauges in Taiwan).



However, over the 50 years before 1949, how many steams were
superseded is unknown because materials concerned are unavailable. One
thing is clear, however, that the numbers of steams running on the land of
Old China are definitely much more than those collected in 1949. China
indeed ranks first in the world as the diversity of steam types concerned. Old
China was once teased as "Universal Fair on Steam Locomotives". That is
maybe where the foreigners' interest in collecting and publishing steams in
China consists. We are certainly not proud of this at all, and actually this is
part of the period of humiliation in China's modern history; however, we are
courageous enough to face the historical facts.

The first steam locomotive built by China in a true sense is Class 11 7 1
No 2121 produced by Sifang Locomotive Works at the end of 1952 on the
basis of imitating a Japanese steam by the name of Mikado. This album
covers a dozen of pictures of the steams "born" in Old China's locomotive
works. The classes and numbers of these steams were classified in foreign
ways, but they were actually born in China. Therefore, they were included in
the part of "Steams Born in China at Different Periods". As a matter of fact,
these factories merely assembled several steam locomotives for other
countries by using the imported parts and components. So these steams
cannot be regarded as "manufactured" by China or "made in China". That
we use "born" instead of "manufactured” in the above-mentioned title intends
to divide in details stages of steam development in China into the periods of
assembling, imitating, improving and manufacturing by China herself.

However, the first steam locomotive built by China is exactly 138 years
later than the birth of the first practical steam Blucher in the world designed
and manufactured by a British by the name of George Stephenson. Just in
1952 when China's "first" steam locomotive was born, Japan decided to stop
manufacturing steam locomotives. And in 1953 and 1957, the United States
and former USSR also cancelled the production of steam locomotives. While
China's steam locomotive manufacturing began, some industrialized countries
in the world were carrying out the reforms on traction efforts and some had
finished the reform by employing diesel and electrical locomotives. The
Chinese people, however, not frustrated at the great gap but dependent on
themselves, pulled themselves together and finally designed and built the
steams with the functions exceeding the levels of the developed countries
then by means of mimicking and modifying. As Mr. Ll said in the Preface
that "it was in China that steam locomotives reached their most splendid
period and gave full play of their functions". The precious pictures collected
in this album represent this memorable period of struggle and hard working

in the history of China's steam locomotives. The works affiliated to the Ministry
of Railways produced most of the domestic steams, but other works built
some small steams during the period of Great Leap around the 1960s. This
album includes all types of steams built by the former, but as for those by
the latter, some of them are maybe missing.

Many people still cherish special feelings toward steam locomotives,
but the law of "the fittest survive" cannot be violated. In other words, steam
locomotives will inevitably become "distinct". China stopped the production
of steams with great power used on trunk lines at the end of 1988. However,
it takes time from cancellation of steam production till steams are out of
service in railway industry. The United States, Japan and former Soviet Union
underwent 7, 23 or 20 years of transferring from steam age to advanced
locomotive age. In China, this process has not been finished and by the end
of 2000, there had been 602 steams running on the national railways of
China (1979 was the year when China's railway employed the greatest
numbers of steams, totaling 7,899). In addition, a small number of steam
locomotives have been in service for some local railways and some factories.
From A Picture Album of Steam Locomotives in China, readers are able to
appreciate the superb views of the steams still moving on the railways.

We have received courage and support from the people in the railway
circle in editing and preparing the publishing of this album. It should be
particularly mentioned that Mr. LU Zhengcao, at the senior age of 95, was
very excited and wrote the preface for this album. A dozen of doyens in the
railway industry took part in compiling the album or acted as advisors. They
are former leaders, senior managers or renowned experts in railway
locomotive operation, manufacturing or research departments. They played
an indispensable role for successful publishing of this album, and at the
same time, their participation also adds much authority to the book. | now
avail myself of this opportunity to extend my heartfelt thanks to all of them.



