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It is our choices that show what we
truly are, far more than our abilities.

— . K. Rowling

If you believe it is a world of choice, you regard your life as a prdduct of your own decisions. If
you believe in destiny, you suspect there are greater forces déﬁning your life’s story. Even if you are
a part of some great master plan, your unique journey has more personal meaning when you choose
it for yourself. Fate doesn’t decide everything. You get to choose. You make many choices every day.
Some choices are easy, and some aren’t. Those are the really important ones, the ones that define us
as people. Fortunately, you always have the choice to do what’s right.

In this unit, we will come to some situations where people have to make tough choices. Think
what you would do in such cases. Would you make sacrifices for a family member in trouble? Or
would you sell out a friend for your own good? Or would you like for anyone against you to suffer
and for those who obey you to benefit? Or would you choose to sacrifice a few in order to save more?
Sometime in life, you may have to make a hard choice like these, and bear the consequences. Finally,
in Skill Focus, we shall learn to understand irony in speech.



WARMING-UP

Watch a movie clip from My Sister’s Keeper and discuss the questions below.

1. Are you for or against Anna’s taking legal action? Why or why not?
2. Do you think Anna will win the case? Why or why not?

3. If you were Anna, would you do the same thing? Why or why not?

Background Information ) New words —

Conceived by means of in vitro fertilization, Anna z
Fitzgerald was brought into the world as a savior sister at the leukemia [ lv'kimia | n. malignant
informal suggestioh of Kate’s doctor. Anna is conceived to be neoplasm of blood-forming
a genetic match for her older sister, Kate, who suffers from tissues, characterized by abnormal
leukemia, to donate compatible organs, blood and tissue in proliferation of leukocytes; one of the
order to keep her sister alive. Eleven-year-old Anna knows four major types of cancer HHIIK
that she will be forced by her parents to donate one of her renal [ Tin()1] a. of or relating to the
kidneys. She also realizes that she may not be able to live the kidneys PEFHEEA)

lymphocyte [ 'limfausart | n. a type of
white blood cell formed in lymphoid
tissue 4N

bone marrow the fatty network of
connective tissue that fills the
cavities of bones &

life she will want to lead — she may be unable to cheerlead,
play soccer, or be a mother. Anna tells her parents that she
does not want any of this and proceeds to sue them for
medical emancipation and the rights to her own body. Her
domineering mother, Sara, who leads an obsessive campaign
to keep Kate alive, is indignant at Anna‘s decision. Attorney
Campbell Alexander agrees to help Anna to sue for partial R
termination of pérental rights.




ATCHING AND LISTENING

New words

granulocyte [ 'grenjula(u)sait | n. a
leukocyte that has granules in its
cytoplasm K74l

aspiration [ .@spareif(a)n ] n. the
drawing of tissue filf R AR

innocuous [ r'nokjues | a. unlikely to
harm or disturb anyone FE##

hash out talk (someth?naalgr in detail
or have a discussion in order to

solve a problem £t EIE G
fledk
1. Watch Clip One with the court scene involving a debate tringe [tr.“_u ] o the.p.rocess of quickly
between Attorney Campbell Alexander and Sara, the examining sick or "‘J“’?d people,
mother. Fill in the blanks with the missing words. 50 that those who are in the most
The doctor’ - serious condition can be treated first
ion: ¥
e doctor’s opinio PO,
1) Kate wasa . She should have never recess [ 'rises | n. a suspension of the
de it past Id R a
i e i notoriety [ nauta'raratr | n. the state of
2) Despite the psychological of donation, . being known 27
. . . epileptic [ eprleptk | n. a patient who
Id f
losingakidneywould________the quality o suffers from a disorder of the central
Anna’s life.

nervous system characterized
by loss of consciousness and

3) When put to the test, almost everyone thought that
) P Y g convulsions #ifiE B &

Anna give Kate her kidney.
TR A TARE R SRR M O e

4) The only benefit that Anna has received is
5) Annawas too to understand the situation fully.
Sara’s opinion:
1) Her sister needed help and Anna was the only
2) When it comes to medical care, Kate because she’s the sick one.
3) Anna isn’t the only person in this

4) Looking at it only from Anna'’s situation, sure it is

5) Itis awful. But it's not as awful as putting your child



Campbell’s opinion:
1) The medical procedures are not so , judging from the complications.

2) Taking into account Anna’s , the mother might have

3) The motheris one child’s health on behalf of the other.

4) So where’s the for Anna?

5) Despite the mother’s intention for family, who stands up for Anna?

Watch Clip One again and fill in the following table.

Age Donation Medical procedures and/or consequences
1) start donating /
stick the needles in arm; two nurses 3)
2
) lymphocytes, blood because she was fighting so hard
4) granulocytes more needles
put big needles into Anna’s 6) ; some
/ 5) complications arose; 7) afterward for 6
days
now 8) affect the quality of life

Pair discussion: Whose side do you take, Campbell’s or Sara’s? State your reasons.

Watch Clip Two and answer the questions.

1) Why does Anna sue for her body emancipation?

2) How does Jesse feel about Kate’s decision?

3) What does Sara think about Kate’s decision?

Imagine how the story will end and tell why you think so.

What choice has each character in the movie made? Do you think they’ve made the correct
choices for their own parts?



Part B Betrayal or Loyalty

New words

Betrayal

conniving [ ke'nawvin | a. making secret
plans in order to get things for
themselves or harm other people 3t
B, B

crass [ kra:s | a. stupid and not showing
consideration for other people &
19, LRI

tarnish [ ‘tantf ] v. make dirty £5i5

convene [ ken'vin | vz. call together %

Background Information ; transpire [ tren'spars ] vi. happen & &
Charlie Simms and George Willis, Jr. at Baird, a perk [ patk ] n. special benefits that

preparatory school, witness several students setting up a are given to people who have

prank for the school’s headmaster, Mr. Trask, who is not quite a particular job or belong to a

popular with the students. Mrs. Hunsaker reports that Charlie particular group 4§k

and George may know about the prank. Mr. Trask presses - sheaf [ [if ] n. a package of things held

Charlie and George to divulge the names of the perpetrators. or fastened together —&, —{i#]

1.  Watch a movie clip from Scent of a Woman, and decide whether the following statements are
True (T) or False (F).

1) ( ) Charlie takes part in the prank.
2) (
3) (

Mr. Trask is smart and a man of integrity.

The Jaguar was given to the headmaster by the Board of Trustees.

5) (
6) (
7 (

)
)
4) ( ) Mrs. Hunsaker says that Charlie and George saw the ones who did the stunt.
) George denies being present at the spot that night.
) Students in Baird will not be allowed to do anything until the truth comes out.
)

Usually all student applicants submitted by Baird are guaranteed admittance by

Harvard.
8) ( ) Like most of his fellow students in Baird, Charlie comes from a rich family.

9) ( ) Mr. Trask offers to recommend Charlie to Harvard because Charlie is an excellent

student.

10) ( ) Mr. Trask expects that Charlie will accept his offer.



2.

Watch the clip again and answer the questions.
1) What do the students do to make fun of the headmaster?

2) What can be inferred from the video about Mr. Trask?

3) How does Mr. Trask deal with this incident?

Discuss the questions below with your group-mates.
1) What do you think of Mr. Trask’s offer?

2) If you were Charlie, would you choose to tell the truth? Why or why not?

Have a role play with your partner, conducting a conversation between Charlie and his parent
about this incident.
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