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'y of the Han Palace Architecture
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1 Lying at the city center of moat [mout] . 373K T
Beijing, the Palace Museum was
the imperial palace for twenty-four
emperors during the Ming and Qing
dynasties. It was first built throughout
14 years during the reign of Emperor
Chengzu in the Ming Dynasty (1368—
1644). Rectangular in shape, it covers
74 hectares. Surrounded by a 52-meter-
wide moat and a 10-meter-high wall,
there are more than 9,000 rooms within
the Palace Museum which is regarded :
as the world’s largest Palace Complex.
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2 The Palace Museum bears
exceptional testimony to Chinese

- civilization, being true reserves of
. landscapes, architecture, furnishings

and objects of art, as well as containing
exceptional evidence to the living
traditions and the customs of Shamanism
practiced by the Manchu people for
centuries. It illustrates the grandeur of

- the imperial institution from the Ming

Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty, as well as
Manchu traditions, and presents evidence
on the evolution of this architecture in
the 17th and 18th centuries.

3 The Palace Museum is an

extremely formal place: it is almost

symmetrical and hierarchically

buildings run down the center, north-
south. The Hall of Supreme Harmony,
the Hall of Central Harmony and the
Hall of Preserving Harmony, which
comprise the outer palace where
the Emperor exercised his supreme
power over the nation, and the Hall
of Heavenly Purity, the Hall of Union
and the Hall of Earthly Tranquility,
comprising the inner palace where the
imperial family lived, stand in a line
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from south to north on the central axis.
In keeping with geomancy, the main
gate is in the south and the northern :
side is “protected” by the artificial Coal
Hill. The buildings of the Forbidden :
City fully embody the artistic features
and style of ancient Chinese palace
architecture, and can be called a :
masterpiece in Chinese, even world,
architectural history. :
4 Ancient Chinese people
displayed their very considerable skills
in building it. Take the grand red city central axis P 4 £,
wall for example. It has an 8.6 meters geomancy
wide base reducing to 6.66 meters  ['dzi(:)oumzansi] 7. KK
wide at the top. The angular shape of @ embody [im'bodi] v %
the wall totally frustrates attempts to W, AR
climb it. The bricks were made from lime [laim] n. & &
white lime and glutinous rice while the @ glutinous rice #5 &
cement is made from glutinous rice and extinguish
egg whites. These incredible materials © [iks'tipgwif] vt. &K
make the wall extraordinarily strong.
5 Since yellow is the symbol
of the royal family, it is the dominant
color in it. Roofs are built with yellow -
glazed tiles; decorations in the palace -
are painted yellow; even the bricks °
on the ground are made yellow by -
a special process. However, there is
one exception. Wenyuange, the royal -
library, has a black roof. The reason is
that it was believed black represented
water then and could extinguish fire.
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1. The buildings of the Forbidden City fully embody the
artistic features and style of ancient Chinese palace
architecture, and can be called a masterpiece in Chinese,
even world, architectural history.
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2. The angular shape of the wall totally frustrates attempts
to climb it.
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1. Discretion is the better part of valor.
NEBPARB,

112 Dogs that run after many hares kill none. 48§ '
BREMX. y




