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For thousands of years, the bird has always been the

neighbor of mankind. Potteries of chicken shape made

during the Neolithie Period. i.e.. about 5,000 years ago,

were unearthed in the Yangize River Basin. In Shang
Dynasty, characters related to birds like bird. pheasant,
[inch, swallow. phoenix, ete. had appeared in inscriptions
on bones or tortoise shells.

The development of the Chinese civilization is closely
related to birds. The prototype of rosefinch totem in myths
and legends of the ancient times could be golden pheasant.
peafowl, eagle. swan or swallow. In the Book of Songs.
the earliest poetry collection of China, wild birds, such
as turtledove. owl, owlet. chicken. heron, crane. stork.
mandarin duck, shrike and oriole. are mentioned for 77
times. The relationship between different seasons and
bird activities are also described in it. Most description of
birds in the Shan Har Jing is bizarre, without physical or

practical evidences. The ancient books and literature after

that also have description about birds. but just in a few of

words. It was not until the Ming Dynasty that a scientific
summary ahout birds was made for the first time, with
Compendium of Materia Medica written by Li Shizhen. This
book totally records 76 species of birds, including 4 major
classifications, i.e., waterbirds, Pl]f*.'l,\;llll\ forest birds
and mountain birds. The 76 species of birds consist of 23
species ol waterbirds, 23 species of pheasants, 17 species
of forest birds and 13 species of mountain birds.

Since the rise of Enlightenment from 17th century
to 18th century in Europe, the enthusiasm of mankind

to explore natural history had risen to an unprecedented

extent in West, which had driven the development of

natural science research. Afterwards, the taxonomic system
of birds started to take .~||;1|w‘

After the Opium War, some European natural history
enthusiasts started to come to China, the virgin place.
R. Swinhoe. a British consul in China, collected and

researched on hird specimens in the Yangtze River Basin

and coaslal areas, and published the earliest Catalogue of
Birds of China in 1863. The book collected 454 species of

birds in total.The number of collecied species rose to 675
in 1871. Later on, many more foreign naturalists came to
China to carry out ornithological investigation and research.
In the revised edition of A Tentative List of Birds in China

compiled by N. G. Gee of the U.S.. 1.093 species as well as

575 subspecies ol birds in China were recorded. In 1947,

Academician Cheng Tso-hsin, a famous ornithologis! in
China, carried out additions and deletions of species, as
well as revisions of scientific names to a large extent based
on A Tentative List of Birds in China, completing the firs
catalogue of the birds in China systemically. The book
recorded 1,087 species and 388 subspecies, thus laying a
foundation for the development of Chinese ornithology.

With more and more extensive application of
molecular biological technologies in the ornithological
taxonomy research in recent years, researches on phyletic
classification and species relation of birds across the world
have changed gradually. While referring to and making
use of the latest research achievements of international
ornithological taxonomy, Academician Zheng Guangmei,
a famous ornithologist in China, followed the mainsiream
opinions of traditional macro taxonomy to compile and
publish A Checklist on the Classification and Distribution
of the Birds of China. Alter this book was published, more
species, cryplic species and subspecies were published one
by one.

During the compiling process of The Encyclopedia
of Birds in China, the taxonomy system of Academician
Zheng Guangmei was followed to modestly absorh the latesi
research achievements. Meanwhile, a comparison was done
between The Encyelopedia of Birds in China and A Field
Guide to the Birds of China (compiled by Mackinnon et al.).
which l‘lll[ll(l_\l‘l‘ the new laxonomy system, and between the
former and The CBR Checklist of Birds of China, and the
differences were marked by means of  “alias” . ete.

This book totally recorded 1,409 species and
603 subspecies. It has been the most comprehensive
encyclopedia of Chinese birds up to now. At present.
the number of bird species across the world is more than
10,000. Ornithological taxonomy research is still developing
constantly. From now on, there will still be more species
of birds or more bird distribution records to be discovered
constantly.

Pictures included in the book are mainly from
indigenous works of members of birdnet.cn. Established
in 2005, birdnet.cn currently owns more than 200,000
registered members. Its annual page views reaches tens of
millions of person—times. Regional columns on birdnet.cn

cover 34 administralive regions of China, including Taiwan.



