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Abstract

This paper takes the transmission of illustrations and texts in the
Ming-and-Qing-Dynasty novels or dramas as study objects, trying to con-
nect the art, literature with culture and concerning the concept of “drama
as history”. Therefore, the author attempts to find out the innovative
point from the perspective of relationship between classical literature and
arts: discussing illustrations in the Ming-and-Qing-Dynasty novels or dra-
mas helps to move into a new field in the study of novels or dramas. Now,
this dissertation makes contributions in three parts: -the theoretical study,
the regional study and the case studies. There are six chapters, containing
nearly four hundred thousand words. In chapter one, the referential theo-
ries and methods are mainly concentrated; in the appendix, a large num-
ber of images (inset) served for the study arc—showed; besides, in chépter
two to six, the author offers many cases, no matter successful or not,
which can be applied for further study.

This paper could be regarded as the relatively early start of such study
on illustrations in novels and dramas, which belongs to a cross-cutting
filed, so a lot of opinions are presented for the very first time. For exam-
ple, in chapter one, the author studies illustrations on the basis of inter-
textualition theories and classical controversies on form and spirit, and

raises four patterns that shift time narrative to space narrative. In chapter
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two, the author studies the features of illustrations from bookstores in Jin-
ling and specifically interprets Shi Jian Tang’s “Liu He Tong Chun”,
which have never been involved in the academia. In chapter three, the
author systematically investigates the features of dramas’ illustrations in
Jianyang and the combination of time, symbol, content, reason in the
style of illustrations in Jianyang, thus the author is able to clarify misun-
derstandings which exist in the academia before. What’s more, the studies
of text acceptance of illustrations in the Shi De Tang Journey To The West
and artistic expression of illustrations from the Jianyang’s edition in chap-
ter four are original, as well as text acceptance of illustrations from the
Jianyang’s edition The Water Margin, accretion of implications for text
and themes of illustrations and text in Chen Hongshou’s The Water Mar-
gin Leaves, “Wu Zhi Zi” from Du Jin’s The Water Margin’s Characters
Map and The Water Margin annotated by Zhong Xing and so on in chap-
ter five. In chapter six, studies of the illustrated edition “Two Kinds of
Oil Lamp” and illustrations in the Flowers in the Mirror are on the fore-
front in the academic research.

Above all, this paper is informative and wide-coverage. From textual
study to illustrations reading and from theoretical methods to case study, it
shows the great spirit of exploration that the author makes great efforts to

open up a new research field of literary illustrations.

Key Words: Woodcut Illustrations; Dramas and Novels; Literary

Text; Transmission; Acceptance
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