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Onto the back of a dragon vexing everywhere
Bk ERE, HEFEK
We are what we have lost
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To Readers

Born in Boston, I lived most of World War Il in China’s

wartime capital Chongging and later in Japanese—occupied
Shanghai. In trying to understand these early years, I have
turned to the word in reading and writing. I have learned
that language provides a significant way for us to apprehend
and comprehend the chaos, contradictions and beauty in our

world, and as such it has a transformative effect on our lives.

For the past half century I have been a writer as well as
a teacher in the United States. Twenty—five years ago when
I returned home after a six—-months teaching assignment in
Beijing, I had to warily re—assimilate myself to a country of
possibilities and generosity, but also a culture of opulence,
waste, obesity, and racism. Even while the cultures of my
country and my parents’ country have been assembling along
the same parallels in the last decade, I wonder if the old

debilitating stereotypes of each other can ever be reversed.

In my own writing I have tried to find the words that

will open the gates for understanding and reconciliation,
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and engage the reader as well as myself in a continuing
conversation on both sides of the Pacific. In my poetry, I
provide a reflective space for the reader by grounding the
context in some very specific moment in my environment.
I avoid metaphor, and look instead at the multiple meanings
of a river, raven or bitter melon and the possibility for
changing the way we fold these encounters into our
collective memory of the world.
Alex Kuo
Sep., 2015 in America
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The River

We live by it, bank deep

By choice near where some ducks
Have also come to believe

This fierce geography the wind
Will not forget in the next change

We live in it, in its echo

That is a question, and that it asks

Is a breath forming its words

There on the opposite century, here
On this seamless shore, this abundance

We live for it, in its story

Dispersed as we are fresh in its eddies
Of meaning, this wider water

And its settlement among leaves

Glittering with teeming assertion

We live like this, our voice
Over this river’s edge, reason
Collecting at the changing waterline



