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Highway traffic and transport constitute a key compo-
nent of the sophisticated communications system and a
crucial indicator for evaluating the development level of
national economy. The process of economic growth in all
countries throuthout the world 1s, without exception,
closely related to the transportation on roads. Being an
infrastructure for the construction of national economy and
defence of a country, highways are becoming more
prominent in position and functions alongside the
socio-economic, scientific and technological advancement.

The founding of the People’s Republic of China has
opened vast vistas for the country’s development and
progress in the contemporary era. Through arduous
struggles for the last 41 vyears and, especially, after
successful implementation of economic construction pro-
grammes during the seven consecutive Five-Year Plans,
China has become the focus of world attention for the
dramatic achievements in her socialist modernization and
construction in general and for the tremendous changes in
her highway traffic and transport features in particular. The
past 40-odd years witnessed the completion of over 1.02
million kilometers of highways as well as more than 5.05
million linear meters of road bridges and other roadside
facilities, hence gradually changing the extremely backward
conditions of highway communications in old China, and
adding an illustrious chapter to the country’s road-building
annals. At present, an extensive highway network with
Beijing, the country’s capital, as the center and linking up
urban and rural areas of the country has basically taken
shape, thus playing an important role in fostering the
growth of national economy, enhancing the level of
material and cultural life for the Chinese people, promoting
international contacts and exchanges, as well as strengthe-
ning the national defence.

Meanwhile, China’'s socialist construction is forging
ahead by leaps and bounds under the guidance of the
policy of reform and opening to the outside world, and the

country is facing an ever more challenging task in highway
development. Although the current highway conditions in
China are still lagging behind those in world's developed
countries and unable to meet the needs of national
economic growth, we are bound to succeed in narrowing
the gaps by learning from the experience amassed during
40-odd years’ construction and through making unremit-
ting efforts. A modern highway system, state-of-the-art in
character and capable of suiting the demands of China’s
economic development will, no doubt,emerge soon on the
vast territory of the country.

Summing-up of experience by looking back of the
history will always impel us onward in the course of
ushering in a bright future. For this purpose, we have
selected over 340 photos of typical highway projects
including highways, bridges and other roadside facilities
from the 30 provinces, autonomous regions and municipali-
ties directly under the Central Government across the
mainland (information from Taiwan Province is not yet
available), and compiled this picture alboum “"HIGHWAYS
IN CHINA" in line with the year of completion and
technical classification of the works, trying our best, in the
process of compilation, to highlight their technical charac-
teristics, historical significance and artistic features in one
condensed volume, so as to give a vivid, comprehensive
and accurate account of the progress and achievements in
highway construction, obtained especially since the foun-
ding of new China, and to commend the Chinese road
builders of all generations upon their immortal contributions
to the great cause of upgrading the country’s highway
transport infrastructure. It is our sincere hope that, through
this book, our fellowcountrymencould draw enlightenment
and inspiration for creating a more glorious future, and that
all colleagues and friends, overseas or local, who share the
same interest in our work would be able to get some initial
but systematic understanding of the status quo and future
prospect of the highway construction in China.
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CAMEL BELLS TINKLING IN THE DESERT—A
Caravan of Camels Travelling
along the Ancient Silk Road.
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LUGOU BRIDGE IN PREDAWN MOONLIGHT—— An
Enchanting Scenery of the Ancient
Lugou Bridge.
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FIRST RAYS OF THE MORNING SUN OVER THE
YELLOW RIVER—A Maghificent View
of the Yellow River Bridge at Jinan.
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A THOROUGHFARE LEADING
FUTURE—A glimpse of the Shen-
yang—NDalian Expre?vaay.
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