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Self-examination and Introspection on Cultural Heritage Protection
in the 20th Century

Jin Lei

With the air of Chinese New Year pervading over the world, homesickness was aroused again and again in the blood from the abyss of time. Someone said that missing a
Spring Festival never meant to have lost the whole spring; there was also someone saying that every time of looking back was just like confessing in reminiscence and someone
furthermore said that having the Spring Festival was just having the freedom. The freedom of the Spring Festival is not only bodily but also mentally as a posthouse on a long
journey to have body and mind return to the incipience. As soon as I arrived in New York on Feburary 5th, I received the message from Zhang Yu and Li Chen of Dean Zhou
Zhiliang’s pass-away. Another soul-carer who I revere so much has left at the age of 90. Though it is the age of “long life” in Chinese, he has his long songs still echoing in the
air and the Chinese Architectural Culture Heritage will keep on reporting on him for his contributions realistically. Looking back to the leaving of architectural productive
sages in 2011, I can sigh with emotion that mountains and rivers are going well while how my old friend is, and I will wonder his way experiencing the coldness of the weather

and enjoying the warmness of sunshine in this winter.

The Chinese New Year is at the time of spring breeze, spring drizzle and spring beautifulness welcoming the new year new life and new sights. This Spring Festival is an
alternation from the year of wood goat to that of fire monkey. In spite of the association of so many events, it is grateful to have the deliberation and enthusiasm of the
colleagues in the editorial office on the 20th century architectural heritage protection and development. Starting from enlightening urban development, before the Spring
Festival, the State Council officially replied and published the report on 8.12 severe fire explosion accident in the dangerous goods warehouse of Ruihai International Corp.
in Tianjin Port. The conclusion was stupefying , though it did enlighten the urban governance in the future. After the central urban work conference held in Dec. 2015, the
central government raised again some suggestions on urban planning and construction on February 21st, 2016 giving pivotal considerations and statements on the urban
and architectural development at the commence of the Thirteenth Five-Year Plan. Time goes but never leaves without any trace. In striving for the development of city and
urbanization in China, we still have to rebuild the cultural scenes, events and works and further to enrich the heritage outlook in the 20th century. There should be aspiring,
enthusiastic and quality practice and grooming whether on innovative designing of cities and buildings or on museological protection works. Writing with confidence and
intelligence is our pursuance but setting up academic models should more likely be our prudent consideration and persisting attitude. From the establishment in 2011 with
primary mind till now with more and more excellent and non-stop innovations, we have always spent our time in self-examining and introspecting as we have endeavored on
the joint point of creating a more beautiful urban public space and inheriting cultural vein. We hereby also wish a complete success of the publishing of British Architectural
Heritage in 2016, which could bring beneficial revelations on the current lineage of the architectural heritage.

Feburary 29th, 2016
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Consideration about Establishing the
Research-oriented Protective Mechanism of the

Historic Buildings in the Palace Museum
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Introduction: In the end of 2015, the Palace Museum initiated “the research-oriented protective project
of the Hall of Mental Cultivation”. Historic building restorations of the hall are an important part of the
overall protective maintenance engineering of the historic buildings in the Palace Museum but the name
wording of “the research-oriented protective project” indicates that the Palace Museum will explore new

implementation mechanism and mode of inheritance in restorations of the historic buildings.
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Reflections on the Scientific Culture in Evolution of

Chinese Architectural Development in the 20th Century
20ttt LR EIR AL REEMBFILEE
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BivE,
XK#iF: 204

Abstract: It is of great significance to survey the proposition that the architectural history is the
most substantial history of scientific culture in 2015, a century after the establishment of the Science
Society of China and the initial issue of Science. As the saying of an architectural sage, what a silent
building is telling us is not only about who built it and why it was so designed but also about the
technology, landmark, culture, artistic interests and even the persons and events behind it and all these
are profuse stories of scientific culture. From the point of the world’s development of science, there
should be the voice of Chinese architecture, especially the Chinese architecture in the 20th century as
Chinese cities and architecture were so enlightened by the Renaissance and the modern architectural
revolution in the 20th century that not only modern architectonics was established going on with
the vernacular architecture in the New Culture Movement but also there came the first generation of
Chinese architectural ideologists represented by Zhu Qiqian, Liang Sicheng and Liu Dunzhen and
developed the idea of independent thoughts and critical spirits, which is even now of great scientific
cultural significance in Chinese architectural field. Therefore, the retrospection of the development
of Chinese architecture in the past 100 years is of great value in enriching Chinese scientific cultural
theoretical system and of great importance as well in popularizing nationally the appreciation of the
beauty of architectural culture.

Keywords: The 20th century; Chinese architecture; World heritage; Chinese architects; Scientific
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