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The Changing Meanings of The People’s Mediation From 1931 to 2010
—The View of Historical Sociology in Legal Research

Zeng lingjian

Abstract: The establishment and working of the people’s mediation have been forced
by government, which goes by the name of the people’s mediation forced by government.
It’s significant to research the changing meanings of the people’s mediation forced by gov-
ernment , as for the institutional development. Before the establishment of the PRC, the

political significance is more obvious than the social one. Before the Reform and Opening-
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up, the social significance is as important as the political one. Since then, the social
significance becomes more and more important and the political one has been weaken, but
the political significance is being taken seriously again in recent years. Of course, the
tradition of institutional working and improvement forced by government should be upheld
in the future of gradual reform of people’s mediation.

Key Words: the people’s mediation; forced by government; institutional meaning;

historical sociology
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