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In 1935, Taiwan had become Japan's first overseas colony for 40
years. Being the capital of Taiwan, Taipei had been transformed into
a modern city and served as a showcase of Japanese government's
ambitious propaganda. In fall of 1935, the Japanese colonial
government mounted an extravagant exhibition to display its political,
economic, and cultural power. “The Taiwan Exposition: In
Commemoration of the First Forty Years of Colonial Rule" was not
only a celebration of Japan's successful colonial rule, but also a
projections of cultural identification and national affiliation.

Taipei in 1935 sets in the principal sites of this exposition and leads
the readers to this successful, desirable international city. This book
uses vivid and colorful drawings as well as plain and simple language
to illustrate Taipei's international transportation, the architectures with
modern art deco style, the gorgeous commercial and trade
establishments along with imported luxuries, the latest technology,
the new ideas and education system. For the colonial officers,
international businessmen, and Taiwanese common people, Taipei
was their hometown as well as a prosperous land full of opportunities.
Its modern look was to amaze the visitors and to show the pinnacle
of Japan's colonial power, but the root of Taiwanese cultures was
never dim by the shadow of Japanese colonization. This book aims
to bring the 1930s Taiwan to life, and lead the readers to experience
the consistent vitality of Taiwanese society.
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